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THE 


Hoiy Cheat: 


PROVING, 


From the undenyable Praflices and Poſitions of 
the Presbyterians, that the deſign of that 
Party is to enſlave both King and Kingdom, 


under the Maſque of Religion, Uc. 


F the Author of the Intere/# of England, &c. had meant 
fairly to the Queſtion, he would as well have told us 
the Good of Biſhops, and the Il of Presbyters, as he hath 
done the contrary, and never have concluded Fur, or 
Againſt Either, from the Beſt Actions of the One, and the 

Worſt of the Other. At leaſt, a man would think this partiality of 

Method, might content him without the ſervice of thoſe little 

Arts he uſes to aid, and recommennd his Undertaking. The 

Preſent ſtate of things, he repreſents quite other than it 1s : and 

raiſes thence a Political expedience of doing This, or Thar, of 

Linking Intereſts, &c. never conſidering, that he Himſelf Cre- 

ates that Intereſt, and gives Affairs the Face of that expedience. 

Page the 16. he laies his ground-work, In theſe following 

words. 

Among the various diſ-agreeing Parties within this Kingdom, which 
ſeem to render it an indigeſted Maſs of people; two main ones appear 
above the reſt, of ſo large an mtere#t, that if by any means they might 
become no more twain, but one ; they 2ould take in, and carry along 
the whole ſtream and ſtrength of the Nation. And theſe two ave the 
Epiſcopal and Presbyterian Parties , each of them highly laying 
claim to the Porteſtant Religion. And undoubtedly whilſt theſe twore- 
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main divided, the Kiigdem of England, and the Proteſtant Religion 
:s drvided againſt it ſelf. This dis-union is remwved either by the Abo- 
lition of one Party, or by the Coalition of both into one. The former if 
/uppoſed* pelſible, cannot be accompliſhed but by ictent and perilous ways 
and means. The latter is brought to paſs by Accommodation or mutual 
yielding. Merecver there is a third way imaginable, Toleratin indul- 
ged to che weaker fide. In which of theſe ways lies the true IntereFt of 
the King and Kingdim 1s the great Caſe of the time, and the Subjett of 
this Dijcumſe, which preſumes not to mform his Majeſty, but in ſubor- 
dination unto bis declared moderation and condeſcention, endeavours, by 
ſhewing things as they are, to convince and perſuade Intereſſed perſons, 
that the Pacificaticn begun fer this Interim may be intire and perſet, 
and fully ſ*tled jor perpetual unity. 


Let it be here obſerved, Firſt, what the Difference is; Next, 
berwixt whe; In the Third place, the Danger of it ; And Laſth, 
the Expedient to Remove tt. 

It ſeems, the Epsſcopal, and Prechyterian Parties, United in Re- 
ligicn, cannot Agree yet about Diſciple, and while Theſe Two 
remain Divided, the Publick is in Darger. From Hence reſults 
the Intereſt of Mutual Yielding— ( his Ccalition of Both Parties imto 
One ) Upon which Hinge, moves the whole frame of his Deſign; 
and in Two Pages, he gives the Presbyter Polieſſion of his Claim, 
Deciding with exceeding eaſe, the Caſe of King and Kingdom. 

Opinion is a great Miſtreſs : for that which He fo Magitterially 
Lays down, and : Challenges, appears to Me, miſ-ltated, and 
worſe Managed. I muſt confeſs, his Reduction of all other Ir- 
terefFs under Epiſcopal and Presbyterian, is in ſome ſenſ”:, no ill Dj-. 
ebetomy, That is ; Intended of the Two mayn Partics, whereof, 
the One's Againit the Law, the Other for it : But why the ſingle 
Presbyterian ſhould be Eitcemed the Baſlance of the Nation, I 
cannot Comprehend. If they are fo, they ſhon!d do well to 
caſt their Cauſe upon a Popular Vote, and try the Ifiue by the ' 
Poll. For Quiet ſake, no matter ; Many or Few ; there may. be 
Equity where there wants Number. Wee'll rather fee in point of 
Right, what ns they infiſt upon. © | Only exempricn from Epiſcepal 
Authority, in things Indifferent , and of Humane Jnfliration. } To 
Cleer this point, He have a judgment of Diſcretion too, as well as 
They; A Freedom, and Capacity to diſtinguiſh betwixt a Scan- 
dal Givm, ard Taken; bctwixt an In-confeymuy proc.eding from 
Cen/cirnce, ard from Paſſim. Where the Diltent proceeds from 
Con- 
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Conſcience, aToleration clears That Scruple : but our good peoples 
Liberry conſiſts in Burthening Others, as well as freeing Them- 
ſelves ; and That's Imnolerable. 

How many ſtrange Indecencies are here, one npon the neck of 
Anorher ! Firſt, here's the Miner part impoſing upon the Major: 
Secondly, a Novel,and Vulgar Imagination, bearing down an 1p0- 
folical Inftitution : Thirdly, a Private Opinion, conteſting with a 
Solemm, and Publick Santtion : and Finally, the Subject of all this 
Earneſtneſs, in their own phraſe, is but a very Accommodable dif. 
ference. From what I have faid, Iam perſuaded, that Tenderne/s 
to the Conſcientious, and Severity to the Pertmacioms Presbyter, is the 
true Intereſt of this_ Nation. Well | But this Gentleman tells us, 
that Abolition if Poſſible, is Perillows, and Toleration only an Imagi- 
»ary Remedy. Is not this to Intimate, that the Party makes leſs 
Conſcience of a Tumwlt , than of a Ceremony : and to argue the 
neceſſity of ComplJings from the Danger of Refuſmg? What would 
theſe people do if they had Power, that are fo Bold without it ! 
And yet our Politician tells us ; It is the Kings Intereſt to Clofe 
with them; He means perchance, According to the Covenant. 
The Coalition, There, of all Schifms, and Hereſies into One In- 
tereſt, was of great Reaſon, and Important Service to theCom- 
mon work : but we arenow adviſing how to Settle, not to Dy/- 
Jjoy9me a Government, and to Incorporate Diſ-agreements, were 
to begin upon a Principle of Confuſicy. As the Caſe ſtands with 
us, ut my weak Judgment, Perſaors ſhould rather be Indulg'd, 
than Parties. My Reaſon is This ; Some Individuals of that Per- 
ſuaſion, have done His Majeſty ſome Service, bur ( to the beſt 
of my Remembrance) the Extire Party, never any. 

Yet One Reflexion more. Allow theſe People all their Ask- 
ings, in what concerns their Diſciple ; Will they reſt Quiet There, 
without a further Hankering after more ? ( the Legiſlative Pow- 
er perhaps; the Militia; or ſome ſuch Trifle. ) I am the more 
ſuſpicious, becauſe I do not well remember, where ever Thar 
Party was ſatisfied with leſs than All. Nor needI look far back 
for Inſtances to juſtine my fears; But having in ſome meaſure 
hitherto Diſcovered his Foundation, wee'll forward now, and 
ſee what work he makes upon this Sandy Bottom : Taking his 
Title-page in my way ; for to my thinking ke ſtumbles at the 
Threſhold. It runs thus. 
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The Intereſt of England in the Mat- 
ter of RELIGION, unfolded in 
the Solution of theſe Three 


© ueſttons. 


I. Q. Whether the Presbyterian Party ſhould in Fuſtice, or Reaſon of 
State be Rejefted and Depreſſed, or Protetied and —_—_ 

IT. Q. Whether the Presbyterian Party may be Protetted and Incou- 
raged,and the Epilcopal not Deſerted nor Dz/-obliged'? 

II. Q., Whether the Upholding of both Parties by a juſt and equal Ac- 
commodation, be not mit ſelf more deſirable and more agreeable tothe 
Stateof England , Then the abſolute Exaltingsof the one Party, and 
the total Subverſion. of the other ? 

Written by F. C. 


I would fain know what's meant by The Matter of Religion,as 
it ſtands here related to Ciwil Intereſt ? Dofrine it cannot be, for 
That were to adviſe a yielding+ upon a Principle of Policy, in 
Oppoſition to a Rule of Conſcience : ſubjefting Intere## of Reli- 

ion, Which is Eternal Happineſs, to Reaſon of State, which regards 

ut Temporal Convenience. If it be Diſciple, What's that to the 
Intereft of England ? Our Settlement depends upon a due Obedi- 
ence to the Eſtabliſh*d Law ; not the Encouraging of froward 
Humours, by an Audacious, and miſ-govern'd-Zeal, under pre- 
rext of Conſczence, to Attrone it. Let Authority Reform, and Pri- 
wate Perſons, either Obey, or Suffer, we are to Anſwer for our 
own faults, not tlioſe of the Government. And in fine, If che Fill 
will not come to Mahomet, let Mahomet go to the Hill. 

After a pleaſant- Breviate of the Story of our late Troubles, 
( handiomly Penn'd indeed) in his tenth Page he takes his 
Biaſs. , 

At length ( ſays he ) @ full Tide of Concurring Accidents carries 
Lim ( the Duke of Albemarle, then General) to a cloſure with the 
ſober part of the Parliamentary party,,who from firſt to laſt intended only 
a Reformatim, and due regulation of things.im Church. and:State,but 
abhorred the thought of deſtroying the King, or changing the Funda- 
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I thought the A# of Jaardon ad 7 hitvion, had quieted aſt 
Animoſines, and filenc*d all Diſcourſes of this Quality ; bur *ris, 
it ſeems, 7he Intereſt of England in the matter of Religion, to keep 
the Quarrel waking; and by Allerting the proceedings of the 
two Houſes in the late War, to engage this King withinthe, dan- 
ger of his Fathers Preſident. To be as free with the Authous, as 
he is with his Majeſty, Ple put his meaning in a little plainer 
Engliſh. 

Beſide the Grand Diviſion of the Nation into a Royal, and & 
Popular Party ; that Party which he here calls Parkamentary, is 
again Split ; and under this Subdiviſion, are Compriſed , thoſe 
which did A#ually deſtroy the Ring; and thoſe which by good 
Fortune, did it not. ( Plainer yet ; Presbyrerians, and Independents. ) 
The Sobey part, ( meaning the Presbyterian ) He juſtifies from firſt 
to laſt, even to their very Intentzns. (I mult tread warily, torl 
am here upon a narrow, anda flippery path, ) Not to Diſpute 
the mans Intuitive Knowledg ; wee'll rather modeſtly believe that 
They miſtook their way, thanHe, their meaning: for certainly, 
the Muriher of the King, was not the only unlawful violence 
Atted upon that Sacred Perſon, and he that ſtops there, does as 
much as nothing. I would not touch upon this ſubject, were I 
not bound by Oath, and Duty,. to diſcharge my foul, in what 
concerns the Honour, andthe Safety of my Prince. Can the fir/b; 
Cauſe, _—_ by both Houſes, in-oppoſition to His late Majeſty, be 
juſtify'd, and not the King condemwd? And is not the Henor, and: 
Safety of His Majeſty that now is, concern'd ia theſe Indignities 
upon His Murther'd Father? What was Then Lawful, is fo Still : 
and He that but implicitly charges the Laſt King, ſtrikes at This. 
The text will bear no other ſenſe withour a Torture. But L 
ſhall by and by, compare bim with-himfelf; In the mean while 
we may explain one Presbyterian by another. Dowglar, in 1657. 
preach'd the Kings Coronation-Sermen. Which ſince His Majeity*s' 
Return, is over and over again Re-printed. 

A King ( ſays he ) abuſing his Power to the overthrow 4 Religion, 
Laws and Liberties, which are the very Fundamentals of ths contract 
and Covenant may be controlled and cppo/ed; and if be ſet himſelf to ova 
throw all theſe by Arms, then they bo have power, .as the Eſtates of a 
Land, may and ought. to reſiſt by Arms ; Becauſe he doth, by that oppo. 
ſition, break the wery bends, and overthroweth all the eſſentials of this: 
Contratt and Covenant. This may ſerve to Fuſtifie the __ 
proceedings of this Kingdom againſt the lateſfing, &* 
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who in an hoſtile way ſet himſelf to overthrow Religion, Par- 
laments, Laws, and Liberties. 

I think this needs no comment, —— About the ſame time, 
Smetlynmuus was revived by Mr. Manton, ( a moſt aſpicious wel- 
come doubtleſs to his Majeſty ) wherein five Champions of the 
Cauſe take up the Cudgels againſt one Biſhop, on the behalf of 
Scandalous Pamphlets, and Tumultuary Petitions againit Epiſco- 
pacy. This is the naked Truth, what ever the Jolly Prieſt may 
tell the Reader, of the * Fattion againſt which they dealt. Frvue Or- 
thodox Droines he ſays were the Authors. Four of the Five I ſhall 
not mention, the Fifth was Marſhall, of Whoſe Divianty, a Talſt; 
that by the ſweet Agreement , we may the better Judge of 
Mr. Mantons. In a Letter printed 164.3. arguing for the Authori- 
ty of the two Houſes. pag.14. Thus : Let every ſoul mm England be 
ſubjef+ to King and Parliament, for they are the higher powers ordamed 
unto you of God, whoſoever therefore reſiſteth King and Parliament, ve- 
(ſteth the Ordinance of God, and they that reſiſt, ſhall recerve to them- 
ſelves danmation. The man was no Conjurer ; yet he had wit 
enough, when Presbytery went down, to Court the riſing Intereſt; 
and though the Common Prayer was an Abomination, to marry his 
Daughter by it, for fear of Afterclaps. Bur I ſuppoſe *twas 
huddled up, as they do in their Churches that no man might be 
able to make Oath *rwas not the Direttory. If the Caſe had been 
concerning the Allowance of Chriſtian Buriat to a Gentleman that w.2s 
Luartered for his Loyalty. Or to Determme in the great point of the 
Late Kings Death, ( upon an Anniverſary Faſt ) whether or no*twas ' 
Murther : Truly conſidering the Potent Arguments brought on both 
fides, *ris poſſible that Mr. Marſhal would have contented him- 
ſelf ( as well as his Neighbours) to put the Caſe, and leave the 
point at laſt nndecided to his Auditory. 

Not to ſpend time, and paper needleſly, the whole ſtreamof 
the Diſciplinarians runs this way: only perhaps more or leſs Bold, 
and Open, according to the preſent {trength, or weakneſs of the 
Faction. But tv return. Can any thing be more gentle than 
A Kefozmation, .and due Regulation of things in Church, aud 
State ? ( words ſmoother than Oyl, yet are they wery ſwords. ) 

Firſt, to Reform, and Regulate, belongs to the Supreme Magi- 
ſtrate ; if they intended That, they were to blame. Now take 
It in a Qualify'd, and ſofter ſenſe, *twas a Due Kegulation they 
Intended. To put this General notion in more Intelligible terms ; 
upon this point depends no leſs than all that's dear to every Ho- 
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neſt man. The Dignity of the King, the Liberty of the Subje, the 
Freedom of Parhaments, and tlie Hiror of the Nation God knows 
my thoughts, I do not ervy any man, either the Benefit of His 
Majeſiies Mercy, or the Bleſſing of his Fazuw, that hath the 
Grace at laſt, not.to Abuſe it. I look upon his Royal Act of 
Pardon with Reverence; and upon every ioul within that Pale, 
aSin a Sanctuary. But yct Ido not underſtand a Pardon for one 
Rebelhon, to be a Dy/pen/ation for another, nor how the Argu- 
ment lyes from Fact, to Right. Ur4er theſe two words, « ue 
Aegu:oift: ; Thus much is compr-hended, ( waiving /e/s Dif- 
ferences, and Greater. ) 

Firſt , The transferring of the Power of chufing Presby- 
Great Officers, and Miniſters of State ; from the poet 
King to the Two Houſes. tion, 

2. All matters of State, in the Interval of Parliaments 
muſt be Debated, and Concluded bya Council ſo Choſen, and 
in number, not above twenty frve, nor under fifteen ; and no 
Publick At eſteemed if any Validity, as proceeding from the 
Royal Authority, unleſs zt be done by the Advice and Conſent 
of the Major part of that Council; Atteſted under their 
Hands. And Theſe too, ſworn to the ſenſe of Both Houſes. 

3- The Lords and Commons muſt be intruſted with the 
Mllitta. 

4. His Majefty may appoint, but the Two Houſes, or 
the Council, ( in ſuch manner as aforeſaid ) muſt Approve of 
All Gou8rnours of Forts, and Caſtles. 

Laſtly, No Peers hereafter made , muſt fit, or Vote in 
Parliament, unleſs Admitted thereunto by the conſent of Both 


th 
pen theſe Terms ; His Majeſty ſhall be ſupported, in Honor, and 
Plenty ; by his moſt Humble and Faithful Snbjects, who have m their 
Thoughts, and Deſires nothing more Precious, ( next to the Honour, and 
immediate Service of God ) than their juſt, and faithful performance of 
ther Duty to the King, and Kingdom. | 
This is the T ve Regulation they Intended : ( for ſire they 
Meant what thev Propoſed, to our Late Sovereign. I ſpeak not 
this, of FPer/ons, but of the Grots of the Party; nor to reproach 
that neither ; butto remove a Scandal from the Aſhes ,— on 
cllec 
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Bleſſed Martyr ; and to direCt a Rewerence towards his Succeſſor. 
Whar provocation have theſe reitleſs People, now to revive This 
Queltion , but an unruly Impotency of paſſion againit the Go- 
vernment ? This is their way. In Genrrals , they juſtifie from 
firſt to laſt, the Presbyterians Cauſe. The Mulritude, they, 
look into Particulars : and from thoſe Infuries which the Late 
King ſuffered , draw Inferences Diſhonourable , and Dange- 
rous to This. In the next Period , methinks he falls upon a 
Non ſequitur. 
- The Re-admiſſion f the Secluded Members, (he ſaies) did Neceſſa- 
rily draw after it, the reſtoring of King, Lords, and Commons, ac- 
carding t0 the Ancient Conſtitution. Pag.1o. Not Neceſſarily,(under 
Favour )according to the Ancient Con#titution * (1 will not fay, nor 
probably ; but) there were two ſhrewd Blocks caſt m the way. 
The Firſt , in the Militia; where no Comiſſionated Officer was to 
ACt, that ſhould not firſt acknowledge in theſe words, w3z. 
J| do acknowledge and Declare, that the War vad-r - 
taken by Both Youſes of Parliament in their Defei.ce 
againſt the Fozces raiſcd in the Name of the Late King, 
wag Juſt and Lawful; and that Wagiſkracp and AFi1i- 
ſtcry, are the O:dinances of God. 
'The Second, was in the excluſion of the Royal Party from the 
next Choice,as followeth. 
_—_—_ that all and every Perſon who have adviſed or voluntarily 
aided, abetted, or aſſiſted, im any War againſt the Parliament ( ſince 
the firſt day of January 1641. ) his or their Sons, unleſs he or t 
have ſmce feſted their good affettions to this Parliament, ſhall 
wncapable to be elefted to ſerye as Members 4 the next Parliament. 
ow how a Choice thus limited in the Houſe, and Principled 
in the Field, ſhould Neceſſarily ſer us right, does not to me ap- 
pear. Perhaps it was the moſt the Time would bear : but God 
forbid, That Declaration charging the Guilt , and Blood of the late War 
the King, ſhould ſtand upon Record to future Generations. 
Whoever , That War was lawfull, does beyond Qpeftion , 
meditate Another ; not to ſay more then needs ; It Blaſts the Me- 
mory of the Late King, and upon the King that now is, it reflects * 
many Miſchiefs : ſubjecting both his Dignity, and Perſon to His 
Fathers Hazzards. It adminiſters Argument for a new War ; 
and ſhakes the very Foundation of Royalty. Allow. but That ; 
the Act of Oblivion is on the wrong ſide ; If the King was in 
Fault, the Presbyterians muſt Grant the Pardon from the clear 
Reaſon 
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Reaſon of the matter in it ſelf, and from the obvious Conſe- 
quences ; (beſide that juſtice which both King and People owe 
to the Aſhes of a Father and a Soveraign ) It ſeems to me of high 
Concern, to Counterſtate that Declaration, and Place the Militia 
of this Nation now in ſuch hands as will acknowledge the Late Kmgs 
Loyarrel was Defenſroe. 1 am the bolder in this Particular, becauie 
1 find the Faftion preſſing beyond both Modeſty and Reafon , 
upon this Bottom. Where Majeſty it ſelf is Afronted, it were 
a ſecond Injury to allow the Servant better Quarter , than the 
Maſter. But they are very Exact, and Carefull in this Point : as 
will —< gage? in what follows. a _ 

& 4 dreadful Earthquake, ſhaking all the Powers of the King- 
Pls overturning the very Foundations, and after @ new frame ” 
thing s,ereed, ftandingfor divers years ,& ſeemmgly tated for uity; 
the Regal Family and Governments raiſed up again,no thy the Power 
or Policy of that Party who fought r the Banner of his late 
Majeſty in the Wars,between Him & both Houſes of Parliament; 
But by _— defire of the Nation , and the vigorous atings of the 
City of London , with the concurrence of the Secluded Members of the 
Lou Parliament, in conjunttion with that Renowned Perſon who then 

the power of the Sword. Pag. 12. Let it be noted here , 
that ( by his Confeſſion )tbe War was between the King and both 
Houſes of Parliament. Now to that Party who fought under the 
Banner of His Late Majeſty; ( whom he might have ſpared for the 
Generals fake ) Truly Conſidering what havock hath been made 
of them, by Slaughters, Extrajudicial Sentences, Plunders, Sequeſtra- 
tions, Impriſonments, Baniſhments ;, Shipping them away into Planta(ins 
&c. And this for twenty years continuance. Tis no great 
wonder to find ſome Abatement of their Power. But to affirm 
they contributed-nothing to His Majeſties Reſtauration, is very 
unkind, and ſomething Raſh ; The Naton did ; (he fayes )the 
City of London, and the Secluded Members of the Long Parliament ; 
but not That Perty. Apleafant and Phantaſtical DiſcjunCtion,! 
This way of barely Afﬀirming, and Denying ; Crying One Par- 
ty, Up, and the Other Down, and proving nothung , is neither 
Mannerly, nor Prudent. How comes. this man of Metaphyſical 

ion, that reads the very Thoughts of the Presbyterians, and 
ſeems {© well.enformed in all the Amps of the Royai Party ; How 
comes he: by this wonderous Inſight and Intelligence ? Does he 
not find that all he fayes is nothing, unleſs he can See rhmgs 
Inviſible , and Prove Negatrues ? Is This the Work of the Spirit of 
C ' Pacificaticn ? 
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Pacification ? Or will he tell us,in the Holy Dialect,chat *ris the Em- 


mity berwixe the Seed of the Woman and the Seed + Long Serpent ? So far 
were we, (for I write my ſelf of that Party )from this Unfriendly, 
and Unchrniſtian Temper of Diſ-uniting, that we Declared unani- 
mouſly againſtir, binding our ſelves by all that's Sacred, to an E- 
ternal Union with all Parties,vin crder to the Reſtauration of His 
Majeſty,all Differences apart; of what Degree or Quality ſoever. 
In This we had an eye to the Kings Irtereſt,and to the Nations ; 
for it Referred both to His Majeſties Return, and to a Laſting 
Peace : the former being Facilitated by that Conjunction of 
Interejt; and the Latter provided for by a Conciliation of Af- 
fettrons to be wrought by ſuppreſſing all Motions toward Revenge 
in the one Party, and the Fears of it in the otber. It had been 
good manners to have met us half way ; bur truly bigh Diſ- 
cretion, as well as Common Equity, to Cloſe with us, and 
entertain the Offer. Now far from this, we do not only get 
not one Good word, but many a Bad one ; Such as thoſe People that 
' will never Leave the King, are to expeft from ſuch as do not love Him. 
Our Adverlary talks much of the Gofþel. Isit a Goſpel-Preceyr, 
70 render Evil for Good? What I have ſhewed already, that the 
Kings Party did , amounts to ſomewhat more than nothing. 
Well ſee a little further, allowing yet to all that Acted in thar 
work their ſhare of Glory. 

The Duke of Albemarle was the-Leading Card, then in the” head 
of an Army, better diſþos'd t> bis Command, than Deſign ; and to him 
the Honelt part of the City and Nation were no ill Seconds. But 
till he had taſted and try'd them, he did well ro walk wanlly : 
and rather take the middle 2nd ſafer way of Gratifying AH Inte- 
reſts then on foot, then the more Poſitive, and Hazzardous, of 
diſobliging any two Parties, in favour of the Third. 

For there were then Three ſeyeral Intereſts in Play ; The 
Kings , the Presbyterians, and the Phanatiques ; the Royal Party 
preisd for a Free Choice and Convention, without Prelimutetion. 
The Presbyterians wrg?d a Re-admiſſion-of the Secluded Members. 
The Phanariques , they were for filling up the Houſe, acording 
* toſuch Qualifications as the Rump ſhould reſolve upon. The 
Conrſe the General ſteer'd was This : The Ruwp Continued ; the 
Secluded Members Returned ; | and the Royalzſts were fatisfy*d, 
with the Aſſurance of a new Choice ſoon After. His Excellence 
acting i this Aﬀair rather as a Conciliator , than a Party , and 
ui order to a Settlement, giving things the beſt Conſiſtency they 

- would 
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would then bear. But had the ancient Stock of Royaliſts no hand at 
all in this procurement ? | never came to blows, ſo that the mat- 
ter Reſts upon the Effects of Policy, & Councel; whereof aur un- 
dertaker cannot give any abſolute account, nor ſhall we in our. 
=_ Apology, exalt our ſelves, and Cry, We, browght the King m. 

That's Presbyterian Language We did not drive Him out, we'll 
fay;, and that we joyn'd with many Thouſands, as honeſt as our 
ſelves, .in Duty to Reſtore Him. Where there was place for 
Aftion, and to do the King a ſervice that way,we never Articled 
for Offices or Rewards, but Without farther care of Intereſt , 
purſivd our Daties. In fine, the Loyal part of the Nation was 
animated by the fame Soul, joyr'd Stocks and Councels : and 
many thoniands of Brave Fellows that never faw the King , 
were Proud and Ambitious to Dye for Him. I could fay what 
was undertaken by the O!d Royal Party, particularly, in Hew- 
ſons Scuifie,/ and indeed where not ) bur that it caſts aSlurr upon 
ſome of His Majeſties new Friends. This however, thoſe Lads 
of the City, chat would have done the work without more adoe, 
had they not been Muzzled by ſome of their Mungrel Magiſtrates, 
that Dined with - the Mayor, and Supp'd with the Commute of 
Safety : Thoſe honeſt people will, if need be, bear witneſs for us, 
= in like manner the whole Nation; That by Action, Counts], 
Writing, we did all that was poſlible i in the Buſineſs. Whac 1 
have delivered in defence. of the Royal Party, does very well 
agree with His Majeſties. Teſtimony of the Other,in His Gracious 
Speech to the Houſe of Peers, for haſtning rhe AF of indempniry : 
which yet our Anthour cites againſt us. 

My Lords jf you do not joyn with Me m extinguiſhing gar} ears which 
keeps mens hearts awake , and apprebenſive eg nd [afe —_ om you 
bk "3 performing my gromyſe, which. 

—— that neither 1 nor you had been now bere : —— Us 
not > Siokes thoſe who brought Us, or permitted Us, to come together. 

The King does not There ſay fo much who Brought Him in, 
as who Permitted His Reſtori ; Implying too, that He was fain_ 
to Conditien for it, but ans a great Earneſtneſs to perform 


His promiſe. Had bur this Gentleman conſidered ag well what 
the King faid at the Paſſing of the Indempnity, as the Haſtening of 
this wrangle would have been ſaved. Ple do him the fervice to 
mind him of it. 
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I do wery willingly pardon all that is pardoned by this 
Att of Indempnity, to that time which is mentioned in the 
Bill. Nay 1 will tell you, that from that time to this day, 1 
will not uſe great ſeverity, except : in ſuch Caſes where the 
Malice is Notorious, and the Publick Peace exceedingly con- 
cerned. But for the time to come, the ſame Diſcretion and 
CC which diſpoſed Me to the Clemency I have expreſ- 
ſed, which is moſt agreeable to My Nature, will oblige Me to. 
all Rigpr and Severity, how contrary ſoever it be to My Na- 
ture, towards thoſe who ſhall not now Acquieſce, but continue to 
manifeſt their Sedition and Diſlike of the Government either 
in Attion or Words. And I muſt conjure you all ( My Lords 
and Gentlemen ) to concur with Me in this juſt and neceſſary 
Severity; And that you will in your ſeveral Stations, be ſe - 
jealous of the publick peace, and of my particular Honour, 
that .you will cauſe exemplary Fuſtice to be done upon thoſe who 
dre guilty of Seditious Speeches, or Writings, as well as thoſe 
who break out into Seditious Attions : And that you will be« 
lieve thoſe who delight in reproaching and traducing 1 
Perſon, not to be well affefted to you and the Publick Peace. 
Never King valued himſelf more upon the Aﬀettions of His 
People, than I do; Nor do I know a better way fo make My. 
Self ſure of your Afﬀetions, than by being Fuſt and Kind to 
you all, and whilf I am ſo, 1 pray let the world fee, that I 
am poſſeſſed of your Afﬀettions. Thus far Ground 
work ; now the Structure. x 


His Majeſty thus back to @ willing and free-ſpired- 
their own AF, ( Pag. hab bo toned] | 2 
bis band, and made plainbefore hm, which i no other, than a well tem- 
pered and compoſed Seate of Aﬀairs bub Religions and Civil in all bis 
Dommions, b pots $4 ormer differences, and the m_— 
all leable Parties ; ally pr age 1 
made one) do upon the matter the whole Nation. And this 
Majeſties Wiſdom bath already obſerved m that excellent Proclamation 
agen vitious, debauched, and prophane perſons, m theſe words | That 
e Reconciliation and Union of hearrs-and affections can only 
with Gods blefling make us rejoycing in each other, and keep 
our 
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ont bog bot rok rejoy } And this is" the earneſt expettation 
mad et to the publick Tranquillity, 
ly King, Fog Ser Hegd and Governour, whoſe gracious Di- 


"in not ſuffer offs. bam ts cleave to any divided part of his Subjetts, 
Log” ial bee oO eres 


teft fax web Types wu__ tree become 
our Wi to' erences, 
fe Velen + brethren, which already agree 
#the main Poms perk 


Having hirherto I chat thoſe who fought under the late 
he r, were tot His Friends, and that thofe that 
fo 


ſx it, ever were: he eeds how ro a Concluſion 
to his premiſes, and ftaces che Intereſt of the King in fa- 
vour of tharVoluncary Miftake: direQting an Accord berwixr al 
Reconcileable Parties, and an Indulgence toward all thofe rhar are 
| by. In Bab Candin AP) Caſes, the Pres- 
: and then we, know whar 
| hs hes _ have 
fo e) into per- 
s, and es. and i is 
| theſe Litications of Reconcileable, 
Cabin Jorphr y,to0 on gl - nib as Conſcienciouſly, and frankly 
to Monarchy copacy, out » the terms of their 
ppg dn, all he that They find Capable, and 
orthy , and efteem Reconcileable, ſhafT be admitted, And: 
now the Dre zon ig. 
I. Qu. Whet oſbice or Reaſon of State the Presbyrerian Party 
ſhould be Rey ate þ-57 Depreſſed, or Prateied and Incouraged. 

[t would be eed what's meant by the Presbyterian Party : 

; way own Rethar e Joi arid Reaſon of the Propofitionafterward: 
pon it is not amiſs. 

— concey ba at true\Charater, the Nat ation of” the name where- 
by they art called, is both 100 ſhallow and too narrow for it. The word 
Presbyterian bathe fog #0 go to the root of the matter, wor 
bredth (+ this fort of men. That Form of Eccle- 
fiaftreal mn vSor Parochial and Claſſical Precbyreries, Provincial 
and National Aſſemblies, is remote enough their main Cauſe, and 
thoſe' firm bomds that make them eterna in reſpett whereof ma- 
” that approve a har Epiſcopacy wal he Fond of” rheir number, 
ag. 19, 
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"Tis truly, and well ſaid: Their Cayſe.is not the Form, but the 
Exerciſeof Government : for they like well enough to.have that 
Power Themſelves, which they condemn in Others. Nor do 1 
doubt but.many of them approve a Regulated Epiſcopacy ; that is, a 
Presbytery in a Biſhops ſeat, where the Office appears Regwlated by 
the Perſon, as 'tis in a Regulated Monarchy ; Where the King's ſub- 
ject to the Law, and the. Law to the two Howſes. But I, condemn 
not All, that wear'that CharaRer. The Wiſe, and Honeſt Few 
of thar Denomination, whockeep themſelves within the terms of 
Duty, and the Queſtion : Such as can talk of the Church, with- 
out diſturbing the State; and debate their private Opinions, with- 
out giving publick Scandal: For theſe, I have mych Chari 
Reverence, ard wiſh as great a tenderneſs toward thern, as.they 
themſelves deſire. ,, But wherel ſee a Bold. Seditious Faction, bid- 
ing defiance tothe Civil Magiſtrate under the Churches Colours: 
I find not any thing ſo Sacred in the Name . of Presbyterian, as to 
protect a Turbulent: Party aſſuming that Appellation, - It will bg 
urg'd, that they do as little Juſtify the Sedgrow, as I condemn the 
Sober Presbyterian. But to qo get ipt, Ple prove, that the 
ſame Party, for. whom they plead, and againſt whom I engag 


þ.ANd. 3gAIRI | 6 
are no leſs Enemies to the King, and , People, thar s: and 
which is more ; from their own-praCtices, and poſitions ; Ple 
make this. good. Yet one would hardly gueſs this from their 


Character. th 

As concerning their main and rooted principles, Pag. 20. They admire 
and Magnifie \ 2 holy Scriptures, and Eke them for the abſolute bro 
Rude of Fauth and Life, withuut the ſupplement of Eccleſiaſtical Tradi- 
roms ; yet they deny not due 4. Ira and reverence to venerable Anti- 
quity. . They aſſert the ſtudy and knowledge of the Scriptures to be the 
duty and previledge of all Chriſtians, that according to therr ſeveral capa- 
cities being skilful m the word of Righteouſne s they may diſcern between 
good and evil, and being filld with - all ſs may be able to exhort 
and admaniſh one another : Yet they acknowledge the neceſſity of a ſtand- 
ing Goſpel Miniſtry and receive the direttrove authority of the Church 


_ not with implicit Faith, but the Tudgment of Diſcretion : They hold the 


teaching of the Spirit neceſſary to the ſaving knowledge of Chriſt : Yet 
they do Ly that the Spirut binge Revelations,but that he opens 
the eyes of the Underſtanding to diſcern what is of old revealed in the 
written Word ; They exalk __ pm but _ humane In- 
wventions m Gods Worſhnp, particularly Ceremonies properly Religious,and 
of Inſt :tured Myſtical Signification : Yet they allow the natural expreſſion; 


of 


bb. 
43 
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of Reverence and Devotion , as kneeling and lifting up of the hands 
and eyes _ Prayer ;' as alſo thoſe meer Circumſtances of Decency and 
Order, the omſſun whereof would make the ſervice of Ged either un- 
ror: or leſs decent. As they wrt pirit yo 10 the 
ſimplici'y of Goſpel utions, ſo they rejoice in Chriſt Feſus, having 
hey gr poor ſs, mea 66 yp im bim who 15 
bis ws Ri ns or by mputation : Tet withal they af- 
py conſtantly To . gut works of Pa of Fly wh God, = of Fuſtice 
and Charity towards men are neceſſary to Salvation. Their Dottrine 
_— full Conformity with that of the Reformed Churches held = ” 
os er Confeſſions, and particularly with that of the Church of 
in the nine and thirty Articles, only one or two paſſages per- 
hy excepted; ſo —_— as they may import the aſſerting of Prelacy 
and Humane Myſtical Ceremonies. \\They mſiſt much © wan. neceſſity f 
opti, _ therem lay the ground-work for the prattice of Go 
limeſs : rthem/elves and —_—_ the ſevere exerciſe not of a 
f a Popiſh, eau vs but a =” and real mortificaticn, and 
, according tot, C— They are ftrift ob- 
_ of the Lords day, foes our in Family Prayer : 71, abſtam 
from Oaths, yes petty Oaths , and the Prone uſage of Gods name 
in common diſcourſe ; and m a word, they are ſober, juſt and circum- 
Jpe## in ther whole Behaviour. Such is the t temper and conſtitution of 
this Party, which in its full latitude lies m the middle between thoſe that 
affett a Ceremonial Worſhip, and the height of Hierarchical Govern- 
ment on the one hand, and thoſe that rejett an ordamed Miniſtry and 
ſetled Church order, and regular Unity, . onthe aber band. 

Here is much faid and little prov*d'; Only a Pharifaical Story, 
of what they are not, and what they are ; that rhey are not\as 
other men are, and their bare word for all. The Tale is well 
enough told ra catch the filly vulgar, that look no further than 
Apearances : But to a ſerious Perſon, how groſs, and palpable 
is the Impoſture ! I» the mam peints of Dotirme they fully agree with 
the nine and thirty Articles : and *tis but peradventure, that they dif- 
fer, in one, or two paſſages, ſofar as they may i the Aſſertmg of 
Prelacy and humane Myſtical Ceremomes. old the mighty 
Subject of an Holy War: ; the goodly Id to which we have Sa- 
crikig?d-ſo much Chriſtian Blood. Can any man imagine this the 
True, and Conſcientious reaſon of the Quarrel, Or that the _— 
dle way our Presbyter ſteers betwixt Phanatici/m, ard Popery, 
the juſt meaſure of the Caſe ? But hear him on,and helLte!] Ns 
that the Party-is Numerous as Well as Ged!y. 7 

Iu: wm 
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Within theſe lamits the Fre vary Party contains ſeveral 
thouſands of _—_— ane, ng wh gent and pro- 
yori mes fon of ord ; and in ther Corverſation ; 


among whe - _ wor a foo th excell in gy ca Pare 
Dsgvm 0 of t fudicious {erwous t i” 
oe oficin his Majeſty is moſt pra” 11h aa 
; By means of a praft ww. #murmma g Bly Farr 
#1 the repragaFs nar bath and ſeaſoned the more conſider at e nd 
reachable ſort tn all parts of the Kingdow, and eſpecially in the mort Ci- 
—_— as Cities and Towns.Pag.-23. 

It had beenwell ourlUndertaker had put his Or:badox, & Learned 
Thouſands npon the Liſt:for that Party us a little given to falſe Mu- 
ſters. How many Pertiticnsand Remonitrance2what Outcries 
from the Preſs & Pulpit, in the name efthe people,when yer the 
fortieth pare of them were never privy to their own Askings ? Of 

and ſeven Miniſters within the Walls of 

* See che Hi> London, fourſcore and'five were driven ftom-their 

on y oe Churches, and - Houſes, at hebeguniageFore 

Scorch Prezy= "Troubles:and the monſtrous Cla- 

terien, page Mours which occafion'd the ome =" 

316. Que, -in 2603. Archbiſhop mote us, 

har of above nine thouſand 

—— that ſtood out. and were 

ho Such a noiſe will a few Diſturbers —— 
are tolerated. Hiſt. of the Ch. of Pag. 479. 

Touching his Praitical Mimiftry ; Vle grant the 
ra pre Cauſe is much- beholden to the Pulpit , and that 
Mini#r,  Withoutthe aid of ſeditious Lettures,] do believe 

the Strife had never come to Blood: But yet theſe 
Preachments did not the whole Buſinefle.Do not we know whae 
Craft and Violence hath been uſed to'Cheart, & Force the People; 
what Proteſt ations,Covenants,and NegativeOaths have been Impoſed, 
upon pain of Impriſonment, Baniſhment , Sequeſtration? Have 
not all Schools, and Nurſeries of Piety and been ſub- 
jected to the: Presbyterian mode, and many of Godly, 
and Reverend Divines, reduced to begge their Bread becauſe 

they would not Covenant , yet all too kerle to procure either a 
General Kindneſſe , or ſubmiſſion ro their Principles ? 

For the Reaſons afore-going the infringement of due in theſe 
anatrers would perpetuate mo#t unhappy Controverſies in the C b from 
Lge to Age. Let the Former times come in and groe Evidexce, As 
Pag. 
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Pag. 25. As touching Ceremonies, the Conteſt began early, even in King 
EDWARD's Reign, between Hooper and other Biſhops. The Con- 
ſecratien of Hooper Elett Biſhop of Gloceſter being ſtayed, becauſe he 
refuſed to wear certain Garments uſed by Popiſl Biſbops,he cbtamed Let- 
ters from the KING, and from the Earl of WARWICK, to the Arch- 
Biſhop of CANTERBURY, and others, that he might not be burthened 
with certain Rites and Ceremoneis, and an Oath commonly uſed in the 
Cenſecration of Biops, which were offenſive to his Conſcience. Newer- 
theleſs be found but harſh dealing from his Fellow-Biſhops , wherof jome 
were afterwards his Fellew-Martyrs , and Ridley among others, who 
afterwards thus wrote unto him , when they were both Priſoners for 
the Gofpel, | © However in time paFt in certain Circumſtances, and by 
* matters of Religion, your wiſdom ,and my ſimplicity ( 1 grant ) hath a 
« little jarred, each of us following the abundance of his on ſence and 
&« judgment ; Now be aſſured, that even with my whole heart in the 
« Bowels of Chriſt I love you in the truth,and for the truths ſake which 
&© abideth im us. | Some godly Martyrs in Queen MARIES days d:ſiiked 
the Ceremonies ; and none of them dyed in the defence of Ceremonies , 
Liturgy and Prelacy, m oppoſition to ail other EeeleſiaFl ical Geernment 
and Order. It was the Proteſtant werity which they witneſſed and 
ſealed in blood m oppoſition to Popery , eſpecially the prodigious Opinion 
of Tranſubſt antiation , and the Abomination of the Romiſh Maſs , or 
Sacrifice. In the [ame bloody days certain Engliſh Proteſtants being fled 
for refuge into Germany, and ſetled at Frankford , were drvided 
among (t themſelves about the Service-book, even with ſcandalcus breach 
of Charity , and in the iſſue the Congregatim was /adly broken and 
diſſipated. 
What is intended by due Liberty, might be a p,,yrorim 

Doubt , but the Coherence renders it, a Free- Liberty 

dom of Acting to all intents and purpoſes at plea- 

ſure (whether without Law , or againit it, no matter ) 
according to ſuch precedents of former times, as our Reſolver 
refers unto, and juſtifies. He tells us , the Conteſt about Cere- 
monies began early ; and fo in truth it did: For in the time of King 
Edward, this werea wambling toward the Geneva Di/cip/me ; but 
neither very earneſt , nor very popular : and That ( fo faras 1 
canlearn procured even by the Author of rhat Platform , Ca!- 
vin himſelf. Concerning Godly Martyrs in Queen Maries days ; 
Some ſuffered that diſliked the Ceremonies : Others, thar liked 
them. That noe died in defence f them, is a Remarque mighr 
have been ſpared : For the Queſtion. was matter of Faith, not 


D Di/ciplme. 
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Diſcipline. The Franckford Breach indeed was a fad Story: but yet, 
conhdering the Dividers, of no great Homour or Authority to our 
Friends purpoſe. Knox and Whitmgham were the prime Ring- 
leaders in this Diſorder, who upon ſome Diſputes ſtarted about 
the Service Book, joyning with others of the Conſfiſtorian ſtamp, 
drew ſuch an extract of it, as they thought fit, and ſent it to Cal- 
vin, requeſting his opinion of it. Such was-the Anfiver they re- 
ceived, as blew the whole Congregation into a flame , from 
whence aroſe that ſcandalous breach enſuing, viz. The Engliſh 
Service being eſtabliſhed, Whittingham, Gilby, Goodman, with ſome 
others, Divided, and went to Geneva, whence, both by Letters, 
and Diſcourſes they tampered the Miniſters and People of Eng- 
land, and Scotland, into a revolt, encouraging them to ſet up 
their new Diſcipline, in deſpight of all Oppoſers whatſoever. 

The Goſpel returning under Queen Elizabeth, theſe Differences were 
revived and held up by Diſputes, Writings, and Addreſſes, to ſeveral Par- 
liaments and there were great thoughts of heart for theſe Diviſions, 
Pag. 27. s 

Why this is Engliſh yet: it is but turning now to Queen El; 
zabetl*s Reign to underſtand theſe People, and unriddle the Due 
Liberty they plead for. ( But of This, in its proper place.) Hav- 
ing drawn down the Quarrel from Edward the Sixth, to the bleſ. 
{:d Reſtanration of Charles the Second , ( whom God prote@t) 
he proceeds to deſcant wgpn the Preſent, 

The greateſt part of the Miniſters named Puritans yielded Confor- 
wity to thoſe comtroverted Rites and Forms, that were by Law or Ca- 
»ons eſtabliſhed, as to things burdenſome, not deſirable; in their nature ſup- 
Poſed indifferent, but in their uſe many ways offenſive; and groaning 
more and more under the yoke of bondage ( as they concejved ) they 
waited for deliverance, and were mm the main, of one ſoul and ſpirit 
with the Non-conformilts. And even then the way called Purita- 
niſm did not give but get ground. But now the Tenents of this way 
are rooted more than ever ; and thoſe things fermerly impoſed, are now by 
any, if not by the moſt of this way, accounted not only burdenſome, but 
wlawful, Pag, 28. 

The conſe- But is it ſo, that the Matters by Law eſtabliſhed, in 
quenes of Themſelves budifferent, and only Burthenſome to day, 
Presbyte= (rebus ſic ſtantibus) may become Unlawful to morrow? 
rian Li- By the ſame Rule Kings may be taken away as well 
berty. as Biſhops ; all Dignities and Powers being alike ſub. 
mitted to a Popular Level ; For if the people ſhall think fit to 
”ay, 
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fay, the Magiſtrate is unlawful, as well as the Ceremony, by the 
ſame Reaſon he may deſtroy One with the Other ; and Virtually 
he does it. We know the Rites and Forms of Worſhipping, are 
not of the Eſſence of Religion, and the huge buſtle about Di- 
ſcipline, is only an appeal to Ignorance, and Tumult. Th: Church 
muſs be Reformed. By whom ? Not by the Rabble. What means 
this application then of ſo many factious Sermons, and Libels 
to the People ? They are not Judges of the Controverſie. But in 
a Cauſe more capable of Force than Argument, they do well to 
Negotiate, where Clamour, and Pretence, weigh more than Mo- 
deſty and Reaſon. If a man asks, by what Commiſſion a& theſe 
Zelots? They anſwer readily : *Tis Gods Cauſe, and better obey God 
than Man. He that ſaid, Grve not Credit to every Spirit; Iſappoſe 
knew as much of Gods mind, as our Vlnminates. Is not miſta- 
ken, or perverted Scripture, the ground of all Schiſm, and Here- 
fie? Counſels may Erre, they fay, and cannot Prerbyterians ? How 
comes this Party to be more Infallible than their Neighbours ? 
If they are not, let burall other people of Different Judgments 
take the fame Freedom they do, of our-cries againſt any thing, 
under pretext of Conſcience ; let any man imagine the confu- 
ſion. For, where every man is his 0wn fudge, All men ſhall Diſpute, 
till each Particular condemms bim|c!?: ſo that the Strife w Endleſs, and 
the Event Reſtleſne/s, and Confuſion. 

This comes of not ſubmitring to ſome Final, and Over-ruling 
Deciſion. Uponthis pinch, ar a dead lift, they fly to their 7udg- 
ment of Diſcretion : which leaves them ſtill at Liberty to ſhape 
their Duty to their Profit. They tell us ; They] be tryed by the 
Word of God : not heeding, how That is again to be Try*d by 
Them: fo that in Iflue, their private interpretation of the Scri- 
cures muſt paſs for the Law Paramount, to which both King and 
People are equally, and indiſpenſably ſubjected. Undoubredly, 
what God Commands, we ought to do, and wt to do what he for- 
bids. This infew words, comprizes the Duty of Reaſonable Na- 
ture, without diſtinCtion either of Offices or Perſons. But theſe 
Inviolable Fundamentals apart, the Accidents of worſhip, the Modes 
of doing this or that ; The How, When, here, &c, are left vari- 
ous, and variable, according to the ſeveral Reſpetts of Manners, 
Times, and Places ; at the Diſcretion of thoſe Rulers whom God 
{ets over ns. Where we find matters of this middle nature or- 
derly ſetled, and diſpo&d, we are commanded to ſubmit to theſe 
Humane Ordmances for the Lords ſake 4 and not to Obrrude upon 

2 the 
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the word for Conſcience, fach Diſagreements, as effeCtually ariſe 
trom Peeviſhne/s, or want of due Enquiry. But why do I talk to 
thoſe that ſtop their Ears? 

Their minds ( ſays he) are fix*d in this Opmion, after a long time 
of ſearch and prattice, and are not like to be reduced to the prattice 0 
former times, iPag. 29, This is but Martin Funior Revived, who 
lavs, That it will be wery dangerous, to our State, to maintain two 
contrary Fattions : That the Magiſtrates are then bound, even for the 
quieting of cur State, to put down the one : thai thoſe that ſtand for the 
Diſcipline, neither can nor will give it over; ( ſo as they will not be put 
down ) and that the ſaid Magi#trates cannot mamtam the corruption of 
um Churchnamely, Arch-Biſhops,and Biſhops, without the diſcontentment 
of their Subjefts. Will not this Argument from Search and Pra- 
<ice, abſolve rhem from Obedience to the King, as well asto the 
Church ? Has not the Regal Power been ſcani'd and fifted,as well 
as the Eccleſiaſtick : or have their Prattices been more favourable 
to His Majeſty, than to the Clergy ? But | their minds are fix'd, 
and not to be reduced. | This 1s to ſay, that if the Law and they 
cannot agree, they'll tug for't, upon this ſuppoſition , thus he 
concludes. That | in all reaſon, the impoſing of ſuch matters of Con- 
zroverſie, as by ſo many are held unlawful, and by thoſe that have a 
Zeal for them, judged mdifferent, not neceſſary, cannot procure Peace of 
Church and Kingdem,Pag.29. 1Ifay on theContrary,That the peace 
of Church, and Kingdom cannot be preſerved, where every Pri- 
vate and Licencious Spirit ſhall dare to queſtion the Authority 
of either. In fine, admit the Scruple truly conſciencious: It 
would be well yer, that ſuch as Faulr the preſent Government, 
would Frame another, that ſhould be lyable to no exceptions, 
before they alter This. If that cannot be done, let us Reſt Here ; 
for if we are bound to change till all are pleagd, never muſt 
we expect to be at quiet. Some Conlciences will have no Magi- 
ſtrates at all ; Others will Govern thoſe they have, or Quarrel 
with them. To Reconcile theſe Two in any end of Settlement, 
is as Impoſlible as *tis Uniafe to pur much power into the Hands 
of people, ſo dangerouſly principled : Bur to Deſtroy a Govern= 
ment , none agree better, and this we ſpeak upon Experi- 
EnCce. 

From hence, to his 4oth. Page,. I find little but Rapture, in 
commendation of the Presbyterians, with now and then a ſnap at. 
the late Prelates, which is beſide my purpoſe. See now his Com- 
plement to the King, 

Bleſſed. 
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Blefied be God for our gracious Sovereign, who makes it his care and 
ſtudy to allay diftempers, and compoſe differences by his juſt and gract- 
ons Conceſſuns already publiſhed concerning Eccleſiaſtical Affairs; 
Pag. 40. 

For fear His Majeſties Conceſſions ſhould ber taken for a pure 
A&t of Grace , they are epitheted, Fuſt , as well as Gracias , 
to leſſen the Favour, by intimating the Duty : What Return gives 
the Presbyterian Party now for this Indulgence? Are they not 
troubleſome as ever, both in their Writings, and Contrivements ? 
That Declaration was no ſooner publick, but a Petition was ex- 
hibited from divers Miniſters in and about London, for more Li- 
berty, with ſome formalities indeed of Gratitude for That. How 
many bold and ſcandalous Invectives ſince that time, both from 
the Preſs, and Pulpit againſt the Rites of the Church, and the 
Epiſcopal Clergy. Nay,and againſt the Sacred Majeſty of That 
very Perſon, to whoſe Incomparable Clemency they owe their 
Heads and Fortunes: One Obſervation here ; To ſhew, thar 
only ſeverity can work upon this Faction ; The ſmgle impriſon- 
ment of Crofton hath quieted that Party more than all the mulriply'd, 
and tranſcendent Mercies of His Majeſty. 

That worthy Gentleman in his Epiſtle Dedicatory to the Lz- 
turgical Conſiderator tells us, that |_ The Common-Prayer-book hath 
been expel d by a Lawful Authority. | ( referring to an Ordinance 
of January 3. 1644. ) If this be not Treaſon, then Scot and Pe- 
ters were no Traytors, that pleaded that Authority. The Conſe- 
derator farther affures us, Page 34. | That wery few Chriftians, 
that know the Power of Godlmeſs , care for medlmg wth the Liturgy. | 
I hope His Majeſty may pals for one of theſe Fer. 

A great Aſſertor of his Principles, is the Author of the Cove-- 
nanters Plea, although in ſome Reſpects more plauſibly conct'd; 
in others Bolder; treating His Majeſty with a moſt unpardona- 
ble Inſdlence, and with a ſutable regard, aH his Epiſcopal 
Friends as they fall in his way. I ſhould exceedingly wonder 
how he ſcap'd a Laſh from the laſt Convention, eſpecially Dedi- 
Cating that reverend Piece to the Commons then Alſembled, did I 
not conſider, that Thoſe very Pamphlets whereof His Majeſty 
complains in His Declaration touching Eccleſraitical Afairs,were 
by my ſelf, at their firſt coming forth delivered to ſeveral Mem- 
bers of that Seſſion, which notwithſtanding, they were ſtill fold! 
in the Hall; all the Intereſt I had being too little to ger them ſitp- 
prelled. But now return we to our Author who complains, that,, 

; The 
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The Presbyterians are loaded with many Calunmies ; as that they 
are againſt the InterefF of Civil Magiſtracy, eſpecially of Monarchy, 
that they are giddy, fattious, ſchiſmatzcal, domineering, and what not ? 
Pag. 41. 

Fur no ſuch matter he _— us , for = ge unto the a 

eme Magiſtrate a Supreme poluticat power in all ſpiritual matters, but 
—_ do o ty that wp "x Fount am ſirindl power, there being a 
ſpiritual power belonging tothe Church, if there were no Chriſtian Ma- 
giftrate m the world. They aſſert only a ſpiritual power over the Conſci- 
ence, as intrinſecally belonging to the Church ; and acknowledge, that no 
Decree nor Canon of the Church can be a binding Law tothe Subjetts of 
any Kingdom under temporal penalties, till it be ratified by the Legyſla- 
tive power of that Kingdom. And they do not claim for the Convoca- 
tion, or any other Eccleſiaftical Convention, an Independency on Par- 
liaments ; if they did, ſurely the Parliament of England would reſent 
ſuch a Claim, Pag. 42. 

Neither are they Anti-monarchical.Pa.4.4. Did the Engliſh or Scotiſh 
Presbyters ever go about to diſſolve Monarchy, and to erett ſome other 
kind of Government ? In no wiſe : for inthe ſolemm League and Cove- 
nant they beund themſelves to endeavarr the preſervation Fl the Kings 
Perſon and Authority, and declared they bad no intent to diminiſh Has 
Majeſties juſt power and greatneſs, Pag. 45. How far their Prin- 
Ciples comport with the Intereſt of C:vil Magiſtracy or Monarchy 
ſhall-have a place by it ſelf: yet I might very well content my 
ſelf with what ariſes from his own words, as they lye here be. 
fore us ; to Prove what he Denies : for in the fame Breath he 
both ſtarts the Queition, and Reſolves it. Did not the Engliſh and 

Scotiſh Presbyters go about to diſſolve Monarch y ? What 


Presbytery is the Analyſis of Monarchy, but a Government by 
- - > apa a Single Perſon? (and as I take it, the Injur'd Fa- 


ther of our preſent Sovereign was That Perſon to 
whom of Right the Regal Dignity belonged. ) Did not theſe 
Presbyters, he talksof, place the Supreme Power in the Two 
Houſes, and under Their Commiſſion ſeize the Kings Towns, 
and Forts : Levy Arms; Tax the People; Plunder, and Kill 
their Fellow-Subjects ; Impoſe Oaths, Share His Hajeſties Reve- 
nues ; Perſue, and Jewiſhly Sell and Betray His Sacred Perſon ? 
If to do all this, not only Without, but expreſly Againſt the Kings 
Commiſſion, be not to go about to diſſolve Meonarchy, I know not 
what is. Or if the Gentleman had rather diſpute the Royal 
Prerogative , than confeſs his own Miſtake in this Particular, 
well 
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we'll look a little that Way too: but I doubt the Proſpect will 
be none of the pleaſanteſt. 

Upon the Tryal of Cock and Peters, This was Delivered for 
Law. See the Narrative, Page 182, and 183. 

It is the Law of this Nation, That no One 
Houſe, nor Both Houſes of Parliament have hag 


: ; Houſes have 
any Coercive power over the King : That no Coercive 


the Impriſoning of the King is Treaſon. And (Over over 
a little further, Thus: The Xing of England 

3s one of thoſe Princes who hath an Imperial Crown. What's 
That? It is not to do what he will; No, but it is that he 
ſhall not be puniſhed in his own Perſon, if he doth That 
which is in it ſelf Unlawful. 

This is a ſhort, and clear Deciſton of the Caſe : nor will it 
ſerve his turn to argue their Integrity, from what they were 
bound to by their Covenant and Declaration. It matters not what 
they Profeſ”d, but what they Did. If this beall they have to fay; 
ſome Heads are now upon the City Gates, that faid as much, 
What was the Covenant, but a Popular Sacrament 
of Religious Diſobedience, a Mark of Diſcrimi- The Covenane 
nation, who were againſt the King, and who were an Oath of 
for him ? And this the Marqueſs of Montroſs ſoon Confederacy. 
found, who being at firſt unwarily engaged in it, 
with the Kirk-party, quickly perceived his error, and retired, 
Living and Dying the Honour of his Nation and of the Royal 
Cauſe. Mark this, * Dis Lopaltp was charged _ 
upon him at his Death fo2 B:each of Covenant. i 
The Presbyterian Caſuiſts would fain perſuade the Nation to think 
themſelves obliged by that Engagement. Who Underſtands it firit ? 
( And certainly we cannot be bound to do we know ngt what ) 
Next, *tis Impoſſible either to Keep, or Break it : *tis made up of 
ſo many ContradiCtions. But Once for All; there is a Nullzy 
in the Inſtitution. No man can oblige —_ in things 
.wherem he i ſubjeft, without leave from his ſuperiour : qo 
Hind again, Ld of one who yu the | <a of ae Pang wr 
Another, withcut the others conſent, is nether Lawful nor binding. 
nor Obligatory. Thus the Reverend, and Learned, 

Biſhop Sanderſon. Now to my Presbyterian again, 
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After the wiolent change of Government, they came ſloweſt and en- 
tred lateſt into thoſe new Engagements impoſed by the Uſurped Pow- 
ers, and ſome utterly refuſed, even to the forfeiture of their preferments, 
and the hazard of their livelihoods, when the Nation m general ſubmiut- 
to the yoke ; and many of thoſe who thus objett againſt them, did m 
remporizing rw with the foremo#F. The truth u, the generality of Con- 
ſcientions Presbyterians never ran with the current of thoſe times. Some 
more eminent among them, Miniſters and others, hazarded their lives, 
and others loſt their lives, in combining to bring cur Sovereign that now 
a to the rightful poſſeſſicn of this his Kingdom. And thoſe m Scotland 
adentured no more than all to uphold him; and when he hoſt the Day, 
they loſt ther Liberty, and when he Fell, it was ſaid by the Advera- 
ry, Presbytery was fallen, Pag. 44. 

Where I mutt either leave the Story foul on the 

Some honeſt Kings fide, or prove it ſo on the Other, my choice 

Presbyterianss is pardonable : but otherwiſe, I ſhall be very ten- 

der of Involving the Heneſt Presbyterians, with the 

Guilty. That many of them lov'd His Majeſty, and ſuffered for 

him, Iwill not queſtion; and that they all ſubmitted moſt un- 

willingly, to that Violent Change here mentioned, I do as little 

doubt. But I muſtneeds fay, the Action had been Nobler, and 

the Loyalty much Cleerer, had they conſulted the Kings fecuri- 
ty, before they loſt their own. 

This does not yet oblige me to the ſame Charity for the Scor- 
tih Party ; who hit, during a Treaty with His Majeſty, baſely 
and bruriſhly murthered Montroſs, and after that, treated the 
King himſelf, more like a Priſoner, than a Prince. 

He urges, that The Presbyterians firft divided, and then diſſipated 
the Sett arian Party, and ſo made way for His Majeſties return in 
Peace, Pag. 45. Lambert, and his Nine Worthies, did as much. 
I do belive him too, That the ſence of the Covenant quickened many 
mens Con/ciences im their Allegiance to the King, Pag. 46. fo did the 
Cock cromg, mind St. Peter of the denial of his Maſter. But he 
24"! out, and wept bitterly : So does not every Body. Alas, alas, 
the Saints have no faults; what ſhould they weep for? I may be 
peradwenture [aid ghe Presbyterians would enervate Monarchy : but ſure- 
ty ( fvs our Diſcourſer ) I cannot find the riſe of this Objeftion, un- 
les frum hence, that they were not willing to come under any yoke but 
79a; of the Laws of the Realm, or to pay Arbitrary Taxes levied with- 
cut com/ent of Parliament. Ibid. 


From 
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From hence, theſe two Deductions ; Firſt, that the Subjects 
free from that which binds the King, namely, the Toke of Law. 
Suppoſe He breaks that Law, by what Law can we queſtion 
him ? Ar beſt,tis but to puniſh one Tranſgreſlion by Another. The 
Second Hint is Diſ-ingenuous : asif Arburary Taxes had Been the 
ſubject of the Difference. All the world knows, before a blow 
was ſtrook, the King had ſtripp'd Himſelf of His Homowr,and His 
Conſcience, to gratifie His People. But *twas the Government they 
aim'd at ; and that they fought for. Here is yet another gentle 
* ſlipp. What are Taxes to Presbytery ? But this is a Devil that will 
hardly be kept within his Circle. Juſt ſoin their Practices do they 
reduce all Civil Actions, under the Cognizance of their Courts cf 
of Conſcience, as he brings here by head and ſhoulders, Arvi- 
trary Tarcs, to Matter of ficligion, 

I confeſs (ſays he Pag. 46. ) There are none that more reverence 
their Liberties, and value the native happineſs of the free-born Subject: 
of England. And werily their true knowledge and ſenſe of the nature 
of Chriſtian Religicn nay a due freedom exceeding precious : For thus 
Religion 15 not variable according tothe will of man, but grounded upon: 
an unchangeable and eternal truth, and doth indiſpenſibly bind every 
Soul high and low to one Divine Law and Rule perpetual and wnaltera. 
ble. And therefore doth ſtrongly plead the expedience of a due Civ! 
Liberty on the behalf of its Profeſſors ; yet ſuch a liberty as will nc; 
infeeble Monarchy, nor the legal power of the Kings of England. 

Truly I think I have not ſeen words fo well pur together that 
that ſignifie ſo little. Becauſe Religion is not wariable, but grounded 

an unchangeable and eternal Truth, &C. Therefore the Prc- 
eſſours of it muſt have a due Civil Liberty, &c. Is not a Due Liber- 
ty, Due to all people ? Again, What is Crvil Liberty to matter of (al. 
wation ? And yet again. Why ſhould the Presbyterians challenge 
that Liberty ro themſelves, which they refuſe to others, upon 
the very ſame Plea : and not rather ſubmit their Diſcipline to the 
Law, than ſtoop the Law to their Diſcipline? There 1s a Liberty 
which i a Cloak for Malicioufheſs: and I am much afraid, Theirs 
and that are a kinn. One thing is very notable : they never 
ſtate what they would have, their terms are general, and in- 
definite, hard to be underſtood , becauſe they are reſolv'd not 
to be ſatisfied. A Due Freedom, a Due Civil Liberty, The Legal 
Power. What means all this, but any thing they ſhall be pleated 
to make of it? 
A King rulmg a free People ( ſays he, Pag. 47. ) hath a power 
; E 


mich 


26 The HOLT CHEAT. 
much more noble , and more free, than be that ruleth over perfeft Vaſ- 


ſals, that have no Propriety. - The Power is more mble, becauſe it bath 


a more noble ſubjeft of Government; it.is more honourable to rule Men 
than Beafts, and Free men than Slaves. Likewiſe the power is more 


free: For whatſoever Prince hath not his power limited by his peoples 


legal freedom, he will be bound up ſome other way , ether by the 
potency of ſnbordgnate Princes, and great Lords within the Realm, or b 

a veterane Army, as the Turkiſh Emperour by his Tanizaries, and the 
Roman Czfars by the Pretorian Bands and the Legions. Upon which 


account, to be powerfull Monarch over a free people is the freedom and 


glory of our Sovereign Lord, above all the Potentates on earth. 

A King ruling a free people , is a Kind of Presbyterianiſm , and 
ſounds better in the mouth of a Lawyer, than of a Divine. The 
Correlate to Rule,is SubjeFion: nor will their Title to a Propriety, 
yer juſtify the common uſage of the Term. Tis of a dangerous 
Intimation, and ſeems to give the people more than comes to 
their ſhare. (1 ſpeak with reverence to the Benignity of our 
Engliſh Laws, and the Indubitable nght which every Subject 
hath to the Benefits thereof) That it is more honorable to rule Free 
men, than Slaves, is but a Complement. For I can make thoſe 
Slaves, Free, when I pleaſe , whereas the other way my pow- 
er*s confin'd ; That is , in Equity, a Prince is bound to obſerve 
the Law, as his own Act: and if he fails, the people may 
compel hini to it,ef they _— a Law fort. To end this point : 
What Prince ſoever ſhall ſufter every bubling Brain to controvert 
the bounds of King and Subjeff ; the Royal Authority, and the 
Peoples Freedom ; that Prince I ſay, runs a great hazard of his 
Sovereignty. The very moving of the Queſtion, is to pro- 
phane the Sacredneſs of Majeſty : and by degrees begets irre- 
verent and fawcy habits in the People. 

But Rebellion (he tells us) and Diſcbedience is the loud out-cry of ſome 
againſt this party. And this were a crying ſin indeed : But let nat 
ſober minds be hurried imto prejudice by ſuch exclamations and out-cries. 
It were to be wiſhed, for common peace and amity , that the late pub- 
lick diſcords were eternally forgotten. But ſeeing ſome in theſe times of 
expetted Reconciliation will not ceaſe to x 29 and condemm the honeſt 
minded, and render them odjus to the higher powers , a neceſſity is laid 
upon us to ſpeak ſomething Apologetical, at leaſt to mitigate the buſineſs 
and remove prejudice. Pag 48. 

Sure this * out-cry of Rebellim, and Diſobedience, comes from 
within bimſelf ; for truly lhave a little watct'd the Preſs ; and 
ſince 
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ſince his Majeſties Return, (nay a good while before ) upon 
my Conſcience, I have not met with one ſyllable of bitterneſs 
againſt that party, but Defenſve : Yer I dare undertake to pro- 
duce forty Presbyterian Pamphlers,and Diſcourſes, of freſh date, 
exceeding foul againſt the Kimg, and his Adbe- 

rents. It really makes me bluſh, and tremble Pre«hterians 
to conſider how great a mercy they abuſe, how mer: »Aurggy 
fad a vengeance they provoke. Had but theſe peo- IO 
ple the leaſt ſpark of natural Aﬀettion, and Remurſe , the 
venerable ruins of a glorious Church and State would work upon 
them ; Or now and then a thought how matters ſtand betwixr 
God and their Souls. But their great care of &thers,makes them 
neglett themſelves, and become true Anathema's for a pretended 
publick Good. However, they do well to cry Whore firſt ; and 
caſl that a Neceſſitated Apology , which ſeems to me, a palpable, 
and cauſeleſs Slander. 

We have heard much 6r often of the Presbyterians Loyalty and 
Religion : well look a little now into their Law ; which very 
fairly gives ns to underſtand, that the Unbiſhoping of Timothy and 
Titus, will not do their trick. They are at work atready upon the 
two main Props of Royalty ; the Kings Negative Voice ; and the 
Power of the Sword. A bleſſed Age the while, when the Pulpit 
ſhall pretend to diſpoſe of the Crown,carve out the Government : 
and every ſcribling Chak-Divine vent his ſeditious and crude 
Politiques to the People. But now it works. 

The Presbyterian party in England never engaged mder a leſs Auths- 
rity than that of beth Houſes of Parliament, I have read that the Parli- 
ament of England hath ſeveral capacities, and among the reſt, theſe two ; 
Firſt , that it ents the People as Subjetts , and ſo it can do n+ 
_— manifeſt their pray” ay petition for relief. Secondly, that 
by the conſtitution it hath part in the Sovereignty, and ſo it hath part #: 
the Legiſlative Power, and in the final Judgment. Now when as a part 
of the Legiſlative Power reſides m the two Houſes,as alſo a Power to re- 
dreſs grievances,and to call into queſtion all Miniſters of State and Fuſtice, 
and all Subjetts of whatſoever degree in y of Delmquency, it night be 
thought that a part of the ſupream power repde m S——_ they 
bave not the hmnorary Title, Pag. 49. | 

Methinks we ſhould do well to leave calling the The ewo Houſes 
two Houſes, the Parliament of Eng/and,having alrea- mor the Parha- 
dy pay*d fo dear for that miſtake. By the Power of ment. 
the Parliememt of England,is Intended the King in Parliament. 
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But then an Argument is imply*d ; neither King, Lords , nor Com- 
ons ; nor any two ' of them, can pretend to a Parliamentary 
Authority,without the Third, This is not to ſuppoſe Co-ordination 
neither. The Two Houſes are ſtill Swubje&ts : Their Office being 
only Conſultive, or Preparatory. The Character of Power reſts in 
the Final San#io, and that's the Kings : So that ettectually, the 
paſling of a Bill, is but the granting of a Requeſt. So much for 
Parliament, in propriety of ſpeaking. Now to the Power of the 


two Houſes, (by my Antagoniſt miſ-called, the Parliament, of 


England, ) upon which Bottom ſtands the Presbyterian Fabrick. 
He tells us, they ACt in Two capacities. As Subjetts, or Petition- 
ers, firſt : and Then, as Sharers of the Sovereignty. That is, they 
are ſent to Ask what they Lift,and Take what they Pleaſe. The 
Petitioning Capacity is not for the Presbyterians purpoſe ; wherefore 
he waves That , and ſticks to the Other. What their Power -1s , 
will beſt appear from the Kings Writ of Summons, which both 
Commands and Limits them, Pro QUIBUSDAM arduis, & ur gen- 
tibus negotits, &c. ORDINAVIMUS 6c. He ſtares it otherwiſe, 
and Places a Part of the Legiſlative Power in the Two Houſes ; which 
is not Doctor-like. For the Legiſlative Power is 
The Legiſla= totally the Kings. They do but make the Bill, 
tive Powerin He makes the Law; *Tis the Stamp , not the 
Wt 4 Matter makes it current. Nor do 1 comprehend 
what he can mean by part of the Legiſlative power: to my thinking, 
he might as well have ſaid Part of an Indrviſible Point. This will 
come to a pretty Fraction , Two Thurds of a Parliament, ſhall 
make Two Thirds ofa Law. Is it not enough, that the King 
can do nothing without the Two Houſes, unleſs they may do 
every thing without the King ? Grant this, and of all People 
living we are the greateſt Slaves, as of all Conſtitutions ours is 
the moſt Ridiculous. 4 
Touching the Power of the Two Houſes, to Redreſſe Grievances, and 
Queſtion all Miniſters of State and Fuſtice, The Power they have, 
1s either from Preicription, or Commiſſion. To 
4. _ the former , I think Few will pretend; and to the 
Court ef Judi- Latter, None. Never was the Houſe of Commons, 
cature at any hand reputed a Conrt of Fuſtice. They 
cannor give an Oath, Impoſe a Fine : nor indeed 
exerciſe an Empire but over their own Members. *Tis true, the 
Lerds Houſe, hath in ſome Caſes a Right of Judicature ; but 
Clayming by Preſcription , they are likewiſe limited by Cuſtom. 
' Further ; 
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Further ; Both Howſes are no Court of Judicature, and (with due 
Reverence to his Majeſty ) the King himſelf in Parliament, joyr'd 
with the Three Eſtates, claum not a Right of Judication, but 
very rarely , and with great Tenderneſs. It is che proper 
Buſineſs of a Parliament to make Lawes, Alter, or Repeal them ; 
not to Interpret them;unlelle in matters of very great Importance, 
That's left to the Judges ; and to determine of their Validity. 
For Acts of Parhament, either Repugnant in themielves or of 
impoſſible Suppoſition ; or againſt Common-Right, are deeni'd not 
Binding. The Common, and moſt ſpecious ſhift of all the reſt, 
is,that the Government of this Nation is in King, Lords and Commons. 
This muſt be ſwallowed with great waryneſs, or *rwill choak 


_, halfe the Nation. By the KING, Archiettonice, and by the 
other TWO, Organice, ( as Walker diſtinguiſhes it )the King , as 


the Architett, and the two Houſes, as his Inſtruments. If there were 
neither Praftice, Law, nor Intereſt in the Caſe, methinks the 
very oddes of Honour in the Deputation, ſhould be Enough to 
carry it. The King js God's Repreſentative ; They are but the 
Peoples. 

ay I ſhould now admit them all they challenge,(as delegated 
by the People ) fo tickle is the point yet, that if any one tingle 
Perſon of the Number,ſhould be illegally debarr*d the Freedom 
of his Vote; that nicety, avoyds,and nulls the Whole Proceeding. 
I can hardly think any thing clearer, than the errour of placing 
part of the Supream power in the two Houſes, it implyes a Con- 
tradition. A part of a Thing (with leave K;partible. Bur 
Drowning men will catch at Straws. However, I perceive, that 
his Majeſties beſt Friend;, and the Church's , ( as 
they ſtile themſelves Jare reſolved to ſerve both _ 
King and Biſhops alike. That is, juſt as the Piſhop nd Diſh, k 
is to rule in Conſociation with his Presbyters, ſo alike 
ſhall his Majeſty with his Fellow Prmces, the Preſ- 
byterian Members. It cannot but exceedingly diſpoſe the King 
to grant Theſe People all DUE LIBERTY, that will give Him fo 
much. Crownsare but Troubleſome ; and Government fits heavy 
upon the Shoulders of a Single Perſon; They'll eaſe him of that 
Care,and Weight: and for the honor of their Prince and thety Countries 
good divide the Glorious Load, among themtelves. Thrs being paſt, 
(which Heaven avert) we may (ayes the Late King, Exact Coll. 
316) be wayted on Bare headed, we may. have cur Hand kij?4, the 
Siyle of Majeſty continued to us, and the Kings Authority, __ by 

0:6 


30 The HOLT CHEAT. 


beth Houſes of Parliament, may be ſtill the ſtile of your Commands ; we 
may have Swords , and Maces carryed before us, & pleaſe our Self 
with ſight of a Crown and Scepter Bur ſee how the Man 
relents ; and tells us, ( though the Law fayes the King can do 
no wrong, that This part f the Supreme "qr is indeed capable 
of doing wrong, yet how ut might be Guilty of Rebellion,js more difficult 
t9 conceive. Pag. 49. . 

Put caſe the two Houſes ſhould take up Arms againſt the 
King, beauſe he will not Baniſh the one half of his Friends, and 
hang up the reſt : would not that be Rebellion ? 1 could ſtart 
twenty Suppoſitions more ; but Pll ſtop here : and the rather , 
becauſe our Author profelles, that | in this high and tender point is 
belongs not to him to Determine. 7 Yet he goes on, and cexcainly 
believes that the World is divided into Fools and Presbyterians ; he 
would not otherwiſe have thruſt upon us ſd groſs a Juggle, as 
that which I am now about to examine. 

Touching the much debated point (ſays he, Pag. 5.) of reſiſting the 
Higher Powers, without paſſing any Ja—_ ” the great Caſe of 
England, I ſhall only make rehearſal of the words of Grotius a man 
of renown ; and known to be neither Antimonarchical,nor Antiprelatical, 
which are found in bis Book De Jure Belli & Pacis , by honſelf de- 
dicated to the French King. $i Rex partem habeat ſummi Imperii, 
partem alteram Populus aut Senatus, Regi in partem non ſuam 
involanti, vis juſta oppont poterit, quia eatenus Imperium non 
habet. Quod locum habere cenſeo, etiamſi diftum fit, Belli 
poteſtatem penes Regem fore. Id enim de Bello externo 
intelligendum eſt, cum alioqui quiſquis Imperii ſummi partem 
habeat, non poſlit non jus habere eam partem tuendi. hb. 


I, c.4-/.13. 

: Here we find Grotzus Cited, to juſtifie that the 
Presbyterians Lords and Commons may make War againſt the 
Loyalty. King to defend their Title to the Suapream Pow- 
er. Pythagoras his _ concerning Wild Fowl , had beet as much 
to the purpoſe. For the Engliſh Readers fake , VII zwry it ; 
and inthis point defire a more than ordinary attention. Where 
the Supremacy is in the King, in ſome Caſes ; and in Others, in the 
People, or * Ft That King imoading the Others Right, may be 
lawfully reſiſted ; for his Power reaches not ſo far. And this I think 
will ſtand gocd,although I have already placed the right of making War, 
mn the King ; for that muſt be underſto:d of a Foreign War : Since who- 

ſoever hath a part of the Supream Power , hath conſequently a right of 
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maintaining ſuch part as he hath . There is one line yet remaining , 
which our Author hath very prudently kept for a Reſerve, ill 
the Presbyterians ſhall have gotten the better of the King. 
Luod ubi fit, poteft Rex etiam ſuam, Imperit partem belli jure amittere. 
That is, Where thus it happens the Kings encroachment upon the Peoples 
Right, may fairly amount to a forfeiture of his own. bs ic not pity 
that people of theſe mild, and complying principles, ſhould be 
chargd with Diſobedzence ? If this be the Caſe of England, the 
Queſtion is no longer, the Presbyterians Liberty, but the Kings 
Title to his Crown. 
That Chapter of Grotiws,whence he takes his Quotation, treats 
De Bello Subditorum, in Superiores, Where, and where not, Subjetts may 
take up Arms agamſt their Superiours. This learned man,among other 
Caſes, tells us, in this they may , and the Reaſon is evident : 
For where the Sovereignty is thus diſpoſed ; half to the King , 
half to the people, that Prince is but a Subje# to ſome purpoſes, 
a King to others. So that in any point of Sovereignty , formally 
veſted in the people; He is not their Superiour , but they his. 
How finely he hath matcl'd the Caſe of England, where Kings 
have no Reſtraint , but what they put upon themſelves ? - for 
the Laws are their proper Afts. But mark the Proceſſe of 
his Reaſonings : and how ( in his own Phraſe ) be feels bis way 
fe by ftep. \_ The Presbyterians were ever in the right he ſays. 
y, if he would be quiet, who fays the contrary ? But then 
the King was in the wrong. To bring the Caſe up to Grotius 
his derermination : we muſt admit ; Firf,that by the conſtitution 
of England , the Sovereignty is ſhared betwixt the King and the 
two Houſes : and Next, that the late King did Actually invade 
the Popular Prerogative : from whence ariſes the lawfullneſs of 
reſiſtance ; and after that, Poteſ Rex etiam ſuam Imperii partem 
Bells jure amittere. They have at laſt the ſame right ro the 
Crown, they had ar firſt to the Quarrel. He that peruſes the 
firſt eight Sections of the forementioned Chapter , will find 
Grotims no favourer of his opinions that quotes him. Be the Prince 
what he will, he tells us, Surmum Imperium te- 
nentibus reſiſts jure non poſſe. Bodin yet more ex- Bodin de Rep. 
preſlely , that England and Scotland are abſolute W.2. cap.5. 
Monarchies. That the Swupream Power is only in the 


King. ( Fura Majeſtatis 3 ac Imperii ſummam , in Þ* Repub. i 
unius Principis,, Arbutrio wverſari. Further, In Senatw 0. hs. 


nullum eft- inm ; Nor only ſo ; but whoever 


urges 
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urges the contrary, meditates a Commotion. Ifz qui Imperium 
Senatui tribuunt , Reipublice mteritum , ac ſtatus everſionem moli- 
WHrur, 

As to the point of Loyalty now in queſtion, the ſubwerſion of the Fun- 
mental Government of this Kingdom could not be effetted, till thoſe Mems- 
bers of Parliament that were Fresbyterian were many of them Impri- 
+ſoned, others forcibly ſecluded by the wiolence of the Army, and the reſt 
theraupen withdrew from the Houſe of Commons, Pag. F1. 

Then it ſeems till that Violence by the Army, upon the Preſ- 
byterians, there was none ACted by the Presbyterians upon the 
King. To ſeize his Towns and Magazimes;, Hunt, and Aſſault His 
Royal Perſon; Part His Revenues ; Hang up His Friends: All this is 
Juitify*d, in Caſe His Majeſty refuſes to be ruPd by His Two 
Houſes. Alas, the Fundamental Government was ſafe, ( I warrant 
ye ) ſo long as the Rights of Sovereignty were exercigd, firſt 
by the Allembly in Scotland, and then by a pack*d Party, in a 
Cloſe Committee : And the Presbyterians nevertheleſs Honeſt 
men for ſelling the King firſt ; Then voting him a Priſoner ; and 
after that, for Pinching him even upon the very point of Presby- 
tery. Surely they are much to blame that charge theſe Inno. 
cents with Diſloyalty. 

If the Presbyterian Members had not been Forced (they fay ) All 
had been well. Truly it may be fo; yer if I miſtake not, there 
was a time when the Eprſcopal Members were Forced too : and 
had that Violence been ſpared, it had never come to This. But 
I ſippoſe, the Ciry-rurmulrs againſt BISHOPS: the Outcryes of 
the Rabble at White-hall : the Multitudes that BawlPd for Reforma- 
tion : Poſting up ſich and ſuch for Srafford;ans , as honeſtly op- 
poſed the Torrent of the People. This in the Well-affetted, paſles 
for Chriſtian Liberty. But our Divine Machiavel follows his Opi- 
nion with a Proof. 

For they ( ſays he , meaning the Presbyterians ) had Voted the 
Kings Conceſſions a Ground ſufficient for the Houſes to proceed to ſettle the 
Naticn, and were willing to caſt whatever they Comtended for, upon a 
Legal Security, Pag. Fl. 

Waving their Former Vote of Non-Aadreſſes , and that foul 
Declaration of their Realons for it : We will in Charity believe, 
they were_over-awd, and that it was extorted by the Army. 
Bnt what excuſe for the matter of the Propoſitions? That they 
were Actuared by a Presbyterian Spirit , appears in This , that 

ev demanded Settlement of a Presbyterian Government. It re- 
mains 


The HOLT CHEAT. 33 


mains now only from Hence to gather the Fair Equivalence, of 
this Gentleman's DoCtrine, and to diſcover what *tis the Presby- 
terian Faction calls a Legal ng | 
They hols, that if the King of England will not comply with 
the Two Houſes, the People may Chaſe, Sequefter, and Impri- 
ſon him : and when they .have him in Diſtreſs, they may with- 
out Diſloyalry preſs him to theſe, or the ike Conditions for his 


Liberty. / 
Firſt, By a Publick Af to juſtifie that Vic*® predyterian 
lence, and condemn himſelf. Poſitions, 


2ly. 7o Renounce and Aboliſh Epiſcopacy, although bound 
by Oath and Fudgment to defend it. 

3ly. To transfer the Right of Levying Men, and Mo- 
nies, to the Two Houſes ; by them to be Raiſed and Diſpoſed 
of at Pleaſure, without rendring any Accompt to His Mas 
jeſty. 

4ly- To deliver up the Lives, Liberties, and Fortunes of 
all that ſerved Him, to the Mercy of That Party. 

SIy- To grant that all Offices of Truſt may be diſpoſed of 
by the Appointment of Both Houſes. 
This is a ſhort, and modeſt Accompt of Precbyterian Loyalty, 
the Due Liberty they contend for : which being ſerled upon a Le- 
gal Security, with ſuch further Conceſſions, as their Modeſty ſhall 
vouchſafe to require, puts an end to the Diſpute. His late Ma- 
jeſty obſerves ( _ Uxbridge Treaty ) That it was a grand Max- 
ime with them, always to ack ſomthing, which in Reaſon, and Honour , 
muſt be denied, that they might have ſome colour to refuſe all that was 
in other things granted. So we find it. But what's the Reaſon 
of this peeviſhneſs ? 

Is there 'any thing in the Nature of Prelacy that frames the mind to 
Obedience ad ty? Or is there any thing in Presbytery, that inclmes 
to Rebellion Diſobedience? Pag. 52. Truly I think there is. 
Prelacy holds a better proportion in the Scale of | 
Order, as a more Regular Subordination of Du- Pre/acy « more 
nies and Relations. Nature and Providence do —_ 4 bro. oh 
not move by Leaps, but by Inſenſible and Soft p,egyren. 
Degrees, which give Stability and Beaury to the 
Univerſe. Is not the World compogd of Difagreements, Hot 
and 'Cold, Heavy and Light? And yet we ſe thofe Oppoſiti- 

_— 
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ons are by the means'>f middle, and Conciliating mixtures 
wrought into a Compliance ? ?Tis the fame Caſe in Subjett and 
Superiour. Higher and Lower, betwixt Top and Bottom, arebntas 
{everal Links of one Providential Chain, where every Individual, 
by vertne of this mutual Dependency contributes to the Peace, 
and Benefit of 'the Whole : fome are below Afe : 'and This 
{weereys the Thonght thar Il am below Others : By which Li-. 
bration are prevented thoſe Dittempers which ariſe ether from 
the AtteCtation of more Power, or the Shame of having none at 
all. Astheſe Degrees of Mean, and Noble, are beyond doubt-of 
Abſolure neceſlicy, to Political Concord ; .{o poſſibly the Cloſer 
the Remove, The better yer, as to the point of Social Expedi- 
ence ; provided, that the Diſtances be ſuch as to avoid Canfu- 
ſion, and preſerve DiſtinCt Offices, and Powers from enterfering. 
Nor is this Gradual methodonly ſuted to Humane Intereſtzas be- 
ing moſt accommodate to Publick Quiet, and to defend the Sa- 
credneſs of Majeſty from Popular Diſtempers : but tis the yery 
Rule which God. himſelf Impoſes upon the Whole Creation ; 
making of the ſame Lump, one Veſſel to Henor, and another to diſho- 
»or, Rom. 9. 21. SubjeCting by the Law of his own Will, 7b 
to That: That, to what's next above it : Both to a further Power, 
All to Himſelf. And here we Reſt :as at the Fountain of Autho- 
rity. From God, Kings Reign; They appoint their, Swhſtawres, 
and fo on, to inferiour Delegations ; All Powers derive from a Di- 
vme Origmal. | | 
This Orderly Gradation, which we. find in Prelacy muſt needs 
beger a Reverence to Authority ; the Hierarchy it ſelf depending 
upon a Principle of Obedience, whereas our Utopian Presby- 
tery advances it ſelf upon a Level of Confuſion. It is a kind of 
Negative Faction, united to diſſolve a laudable and ſetled frame of 
Government, that they may afterward ſet up they know not 
what. We may have learn'd thas much from late and fad expe- 
rience : let him that would know more of it, read the Survey of 
pretended Holy Diſciplaze. I think it would be hard to ſhew one- 
eminent Presbytenian, that ſtickles not for an, Ariſtocracy in the 
State, as well as in the Chwrch :- and hethat ſaid No 1S11hop, Ne 
King, gave a ſhrewd Judgment; not as implying a Princes ab- 
folute dependence upon Biſhops, but in effect, the King's Aucho- 
city is wounded through the Churrh ; the-Reformation of what 
is amifs, belonging.to the Ruler, not to the People, 1 do not yer 
condemn all Presbjters, nor juſtify all Prelates. 
7 | We 
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We are told, jhat » ancient times, and for a ſeries of man, ages, 
the Kings of England have had tedious conſlifts with Prelates, m their 
Domincons, Pag, 53. *Tis right, and the fame cauſe is now 
eſpouſed by our more than Papal Presbyrerians ; to wit, Eccle- 
fiaſtical Juriſdiftion over the Ciil Power. But,we are further 
Qyeſtior'd. 2 | | 

If Presbytery and Rebellion be connatural, how comes it to paſs, 
that thoſe States or Kingdoms where it hath been eſtabliſhed or tolerated, 
| have for ary time been free from broyls and commotions? Pag. 53. 
Ic is as true that thoſe places have been quieteſt, where Presby- 
tery hath un footing, as *ris, that Presbyzerians have never diſ- 
clain?d, or abandon'd their Lawful Prince : that they have never ceaſed 
to ſollicite, and ſupplicate his Regards, and Favour, even when Thew 
power hath 'been at the higheſt, and His ſunk loweſt. Ibid. 

This is ſomething in good manners wants a name. How 
far the Presbyterians have Abondowd their Prince, I ſhall nor 
preſs, but rather refer the Reader to examine how far, and in 
what manner they have Sollcaed 206 ( Cujus contrarium. ) 

His late Majefty, after forty Meflages for Peace; and a Perſona! 
Treaty, finding bimſelf moſt barbaroufly laid aſide}; in a Decla- 
tation from Carisbrook Caſtle, Dated Fame. 18. 1647. Expoſtulates 
the matter in theſe Terms. 

Now would 7 know, what it is that is defired: pgeliquie urs 
Is it Peace? I have ſhewed the way ( being Carolne.Pag 
both —_ and defirous to perform my part in ** 
#t ) which is, a -juft Complignc e' with all chief Interefts. 
is it Plenty and Happineſs > They are the inſeparable effetts 
of Peace; Is it Security 2 7, who wiſh that all Men would 
orgrve and forget like me, have. offer d the Militia for my 
time. fs, it Taberty of Confcitne ?” He who wants it, 2s 
mh ready to give it. Is it the right Adminiſtration, of 
Juſtice 2-- .Oftcers:of .1ra-aze commitzed, $0. the choice of my 
Two Houſes of 'P ardiamenter«L5 5t frequent Parliaments ? 
T have kgally, % comurr al therewith. . Is it the Arriers 


'of the” Atiny: ? pr ſettlement, they will certainly be paid, 
with much eaſe; ore, Me, be found much dif; - 


; Thus allghg Fu i eg anx.reat, and ponearicd | 


:endeavours for Peace, the which ( by the grace of God) 1 
F 2 ſhall 


36 The HOLT CHEAT. 


fhall neither repent me of, nor ever be ſlackened in: Not- 
withſtandin ; 9 pa#t, preſent, or future ſufferings ; But, Hl 
e 


1 may not ard, let every-one judge, who it is that 0 
Irafhs, the Good 1 would do, or might do 
Where the right lies, a Presbyterian may better Determine, than 


a Royaliſt Queſtion. 
—Magno ſe judice quiſque twermnr.: 


Here's the Teſtimony of a Pedant in Ballance againſt the Au- 
thority of a Prince. 

He tells us, by and by, that Prophaneneſs, Intemperance, Revel- 
lings, —_ and filthy Lewdneſs were not at any time in the memo- 
ry of the preſem Age, held under more Reſtraint, than in the late di 
[iratted times, by means of a Praftical Miniſtry, Pag. 55. 

Theſe Generals ſpell nothing, and to name Particulars were 
not ſo candid ; I could, elſe make up Scot and Peters, at leaſt a 
ſcore, eyen out of the ſele& Tribe of the Reformers :. ( and theſe 
I think are not as yet Canonized for Saints. ), 

*Ts | no Prophaneſs (is it ? ) to play the —_— Pocus mm a Pulpit, 
with Rings, and Bedkins ; to talk Treaſon by Inſpiration ; and entitle 
the Holy Ghoſt to Murther and:Rehellion. To a _ Mock Faſts, and 
thank God for Viftories henever gave them. To ſwear for, and again 
the King, m theſame breath ; to comvert Churches mt Stables, [v7.6 
fear of $ uperſtition, to commit Sacriledge. 

Nox is it Ont-rage ſure, or Inemperance,to feize the Patrimimy of the 
Church, the Kings Rewenues ; Pillage and Kill their Fellow Subjefs. 
To ſet up Ordinances. againſt ſetled Laws, and ſubjef the Ten Com- 
mandments to the ſuperiour Vote of a Committee. To juſtify Tumults 
againſt Authority, and ſuffer the moſt le Hereſqes to ſee with- 
out reproof. But what if there were orders; y 
they Canſed? EO * uy: Vows 

k « pn rotapees to ; biel, that alt wild bur), extraud- 

in. Government, were the 'wotk of Prasbyrery 


Fancies. and. ncongruitits 
«& Presbyterians. The Nation bad never 346 Pegabyrecy a 
1 146, BEURT 6 \ but rather decryed 

wo Nai Wars 


mIHELt wrbatin to ie ry I IK; 


wh 4.2. confe(s” indeed, that" \Ppezbje TON Yevbr ferled, rior 
ever likely to be,” fo myth. did che. "Nation ſtomach i it; 
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But yet how this agrees with his former Reaſoning, Pag: 29. I 
do not underſtand. There, he pretends, that by /ong prattice mens 
minds are fix*d in this opmion : and that the party is numerous. Here 
he contents himſelf to acknowledges, that the Presbyterians 
loſt their. power early, and that they never recovered it ſince. 
This will not ſerve his turn, to acquit the Faction (fo denomi- 
nated). of oyr late Miſeries.” Our Sovereign ( of bleſſed me- 
mory ) brings the conteſt down, to his ſurprizal at Holmby, and 
the Diſtrattions m the rwo Houſes he Army, and the City, enſuing upon it. 
Theſe ( ſays that excellent Prince ) are but the ſtruglings of 
thoſe' Twins, which lately one Womb encloſed, the Tounger ſtri- 
ving to prevail againſt the Elder *what the Presbyte- <= 
tans have hunted after; the Independents now ſeek to 


catch for themſeFves. In fine; One finiſh'd what the Other began; 
for the King dyed at haſt, but of thoſe wounds which he at firſt 
receivedin his Authority. His Majeſty upon his leaving Oxford, 
and” going to the Scors, clears this yet further : where he calls ic; 
Adventuring upon their © Loyalty, who firſt ' began his 
Troubles. 

The truth of this matter ( ſays he, Pag. 58.) is cleared 
by a paſſage of our" late Sovereign, in a Letter to His Ma- 
jeſty that now is. . © All the leſſer Fattions were at firſt of+ 
fictous Servants to Presbytery their great Maſter, till time 
and Military Succeſs diſcouering to each their particular 
advantages , invited them to part ſtakes, and leaving the 
Joynt ſtock of uniform Religzon,.. pretended each to drive for 
their Party the Trade of profits and " $ns to the 
breaking aud undoing not only of the Church and State, but 
of Presbyreryit ſelf. —{It follows) * which feem'd, ,,. <6] 
and hoped at firſt to yave ed all. 

'The laſt line isas true as any of the reſt ; bur all truths are not 
to be ſpoken; Indeed this Ship is fomewhar with the groffeſt. 
Not ro trouble my felf-with their formal Fopperies, of Deacons, , 
Elders, and their Pariſb-meetings,, Thoſe are but popular-amuſe-- 
ments "Well pafsro whar's'more pertinent, and ſee how he ac- 
quits tis Friends of joyring with the Independents. The trurh 
(fays he, Pag. 60. ) Seffarianiſm prew up m a Myſtery of * Iniquit y 
and State-policy, and it was not well diſcerned, rill it became iFraw 2x 
wnphant by Miliary ſucceſſes. © 
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Tis a ſtrange thing the Presbyrerians ſhouid not ſee what they 
they themſelves contrived; what 'all others took notice of; and 
what the late King ofter'd to prove |_ In his Declaration of Auguft 

the 12th. 1642. | The Infoience of SeCtaries be- 
ng Colletti= {ng not only winkd at, but publickly avow'd; 
9. $3893" and the Law thwarted to prote&t therh. See 
what one ſays, ( no ſtranger to their PraCtices) to prove, and 
evidence the Combination. | 
| The Leading-men, or Grandees fr ft divided them- 
Hiſtory of In ſelves into two FaCtions, or Juntoes ; Presbyterians, 
dependency. and Independents :\ ſeeming to look only at the Church, 
Page 1. but they eroole/d the Intereſts of the Common-wealth. 
Page 2. ——Theſe baving ſeemingly divided themſelves, and 
having really divided the Houſes, and captruated 
their _ Parties Indgment ; Teaching them by an —_ 
cite Faith, Jurarein verba Magiſtri, To pin therr Opinzons upon thei 
ſleeves : they begin to advance their projetts of zing the Profits, 
Preferments, and Power, of the Kingdom m themſelves. To which 
purpoſe, thuigh the Leaders of each Party ſeem to mamtain a.hot 4 
pn, ge OI or preferment is to be _—_— it u 0b- 
ſerved that a eſpecially, moves for a lead; - 
byterian, or a leading P CE : Es 0s 
one oppoſe or [peak againſt another, is ſuch Caſes, wnleſs ſomewhat of 
particular Spleen or Competition come between : which cauſerh them to 
_ wy —_— By this means the Grandes of each Fattion, 
eldom miſs their Mark, ger ge wee mp for @ Presbyterian, 
/o ation carries the Buſmeſs clear with the Jo i - 
and the Presbyterians will not oppoſe a Leading man of their own ſide. 


[I find we are not like to Agree, for theſe People cannor ſee 


their own Faults, nor we their Virtues. - I would take a good 
Journey to meet any man ſtiff in that Way, that would bur Con- 
tels he was ever in any Error.. | Cn | 

Of all the prejudices and ſcandals taken agarsſt this way; (( fays he, 
Pag. 63. ) there is none greater than this, that it 35 AS LY AN- 
nical and domineering, and that thoſe avbo live wnger it, muſt. ( like 1. 
fachar) crouch under the Bhs, cz , FEY x 

We do indeed accompt the terian Diſcipline: very.Ty- 
rannical, and by and by we'll, give our Reaſons:fqrir. VIA 
cauſe this Diſcipline pies Scandalous Diſorders, + ( as: be inſing- 
ates ) but for that it ſubjects all Civil matters to a Conſiſtorian 
Cegnrance, and rapt by an Impulſe of Paſſion, calls many things 


Scandalous 
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Scandalow, which meaſtired by the Rule of Piety, and Reaſon, 
are fonnd Praiſe-worthy, and of laudable Example. The uſage 
of the Common-Prayer-book, is to Them, Scandalozrs, though 
ſetled by the Law : but to eject a Miniſter for Reading ir,though 
both Without Law, and Againlit it; That, They eſteem no Scandal; 
We, the contrary. 


- I have now brought the Gentleman to his firſt Stage, where I 
might very fairly leave him, for having already done my Bu{i- 
we[s , what I do more, isbut for Company. So far as I can judge, 
L have not ſcap'd one fytlable material to his purpole : nor have 
| either Broken his Periods, or unlink'd his Reaſonings, to puzzle, 
or avoid his meaning, How fairly I have dealt with what I have 
ex , Whether m matter of Fa#, Dedu#iom, or Good manners; 
( the Subject of the Difference duly weighed ) That I ſubmit to 
the Reader, and where the Reaſon hes betwixt us. | 
I have indeed omitted a great part of the Debate, as not atall 
related to my Deſign, nor (to ſpeak freely ) much to the point 
in Queſtion. His frequent and Rhetorical Raptures, extolling 
to the Heavens, the W3/dom and Santtity of the Presbyterians ; (but 
above all, the Legions of the Saints) what does this florid Vanity 
Ggnifie more than the putting of his own Name to a fair Pitture, 
when yet, for ought he proves, and for ought we ds/cery, there's not 
one Line berwixt them of Agreement. The contrary Courſe he 
takes with the Prelatick Party. They ( forfooth ) are Net fo and 
ſo: and from his Generals, There he is pleaſed to enter into pro- 
bibted Partiewars, taxing in ſpecial manner the exceſles of ſome of 
our Late Prelates: but without any inſtances of Good in the 
Other Party, which does but ſpitefully and weakly imply, thar 
Biſh-ps have more Faalts, than Presbyterians have Virtues. It will 
not be now expected, that we that differ in the Premiſes, ſhould 
agree in the Cenclufion. But for That we'll rake our Fortunes. 
Upon the whole matter aforegoing, we firmly build this Poſition, P. 65. 
That the Presbyterian Party ought not in Juſtice or Reaſon of 
State to be rejetted and depreſſed, Fut ought to be protetted 
and excouraged.” This is but one DoCtors Opinion; we think 
otherwiſe ; Nevertbeleſs ( ſays he ) there being @ ſeeming complication m 
this buſineſs, and an other ample Party appearing in compet;z4n, a diffi 
culty remains, and the matter falls into a further deliberation. ind 
thereupon we are fallen upon the ſecon d main Enquiry. Peg, 66. 


H. Q1. 
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WV. Qu. Whether the Presbyterian Party may be protetted 
and encouraged, and the Epiſcopal not deſerted or diſ- 
obliged. 


"Tis a Particular Grace, that the Bſhops Party may yet be ad- 
raitted into the Competition , and that the man of the ſhort Robe 
will youchſafe to Enquire into the Conſifence of Epiſcopacy and 
Presbytery : yer it was boldy ventur'd to Determine what ought 
to be done, before he had examir'd, whether the Thing was 
Feaſible or no. 1 ſhall not ſpend -my Time to Controvert Ideas, 
and Wrangle about Governments in the Air: we are for Plain 
and Practicable Contrivements, ſuch as, Authority, Goed Order , 
and Long Experience have recommended to us. 

I ſuppoſe the agreeing of Borh Parties in ſuch Middle Terms as 
he propoſes, a thing not utterly Impoſſible. Many things may 
be fair enough in Notion, yet of exceeding hazzard to be putin 
Prattice; eſpecially *tis dangerous to try Tricks with Politique 
Conſtitutions. Great Alterations, are ſcarce ſafe, even where 
they are Lawfwl ,, and wrought with good Intention ; Much leſs 
are thoſe ſo, which are promoted by a Diſforderly, and Popular 
Earneſtneſs, and with ſeditious Meaning. For This I dare lay down 
As a Poſition: Newer did any Private Party band againſt a Publick 
Settlement, with an Intent to Mend it. 

But what have we to do with the Imaginary Colation of the 
two Church-parties; when the Kirk-Diſcipline affronts the Civil 
SanCtion,and Attually invades the King's Authority ? Let them 
firſt bring their Principles to their Duries, Treating like Subjects, 
and Submitting as Chriſtians. Can any man believe thoſe People 
Friends to the Church , that are Enemies to the State ? or 
that the God of Order can be pleaſed with the Promoters of 
Confuſton. 

Were there no other Reaſon to deny the thing they ask , 
than their bare manner of Asking ; it ought not to be Granted. 
What ſignifies their Talk of Number , Power , Reſolution , but a 
Falſe Muſter of the Faftion, to mate a Party with the Rabble 2 
(-when yer, God knows they're Inconſiderable: let every man 
bart overlook his Neighbour , and Count, he'll find the Dil 
Proportion. ) Undoubtedly the moſt Inſufferable of a!l their 
Arguments 1s that of Danger ; there's but one ſtep between that 

Word 
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Word and Violence. Firſt, it implyes a Seditious Complication. 
They move for ſuch as they believe will Tumulr : if not, where 
lyes the Hazzard? Beſide ; Thoſe Subjects that dare tell their 
Prince, *tis dangerous to deny their Askings ; do by that Infolence 
render his Conceſſions much more hazzardous. Perfons of thar 
Audacious temper, will hardly make a fober uſe of an extorted 
Bounty. 

So far as Presbyterian, and Epiſcopal, purely refer to the Church, 
I ſhall not much concern my felt -in Our Refolvers Second mam 
Enquiry : (Equal to all the World' is the Incomparable 
Hooker , upon that Subject ) but where theſe Terms are in a 
greater Latitude , applied to Civil matters , I ſhall be bold to 
paſs ſome further Obſervations. 

The Diſſenting ſide oppoſe not all Liturgy, but deſire that the preſent 

orm may be Changed , or Reformed. Pag. 70. 

That's but a Modeſt Motion. But now ſuppoſe, his Majeſty , 
the Law , and Forty for One of the Nation , ſhould delire the 
Continuance of it as it is: what Equity have the Dulenters to the 
Change, or what would be the Benefit, if granted * Not the 
Tenth part, even of the Presbyterians, would be contented with 
it. Some of them are againſt all ſet Forms of Common-Prayer 
whatever ;. Others ( more moderate forſooth ) do not oppoſe a 
Preſcript Form , fo it be not enjoyn'd. A Third fort , will vouch- 
ſafe to permit the Englzſh Liturgy , provided they may have the 
purging of it themſelves ; and when alls done the Sectaries may 
claim as much right to aboliſh That , as they to alter This. And 
now for Ceremonies. 

They op not any circumſtance of Decency and Order , but deſire 
that myftical Ceremonies of Humane mſt itution may be aboliſhed, or not 
mjoymed. Ibid. F 

Firſt , the Diſſenters are not the Judges of Decency and Order; 
and for Myſtical Ceremonies of Humane inititution ; (as Scaliger ſays 
of the Sepia ) Caliginem effundit , evadit ; he troubles the Water 
and eſcapes in the Dark. 

Multiformity in Religion ( fays our Reconciler ; pleading for 
- Accomadation,Pag.73.) publickly profeſſed doth not well comport with 
the ſpirit of this Nation , which is free, eager, jealous, apt to animo- 
ſites and jealouſies , beſides that it bath ever had a ſtrong propenſion to 
Uniformity. « : 

Had this fallen from a Common Pen, I could have better 
born the Diſproportion of his Character of the Engliſh Temper, 
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— Free, Eager , Jealous, and yet propence to Unifermity. 


This ſeems to me a mixture Incompoſlible. But the good man + 


means well , and writes ſo, when he liſts. His drift is, to 
perſivade us, that to comply with the Presbytery , is to comport 
with the /pirit of this Nation: which being Free , and Eager, ſeems 
to Cry ,Beware.How bleſledly would theſe Free-ſpirited Worthies 
order their Subjects if they were once in Power, that thus pre- 
ſume from their own Level, to Menace , and Controll Au- 
thority ! | 

If Toleration might compoſe the Difference , there were ſome 
hope,but That,alas,is more than they can afford the Government, 
and much leſs will they accept it for themſelves. The temper of 
this Kingdom ( ſays he ) does not well accord with extremes on either 
hand, Pag. 74. and to ſee the Fortune of it , the Presbyterians 
are juſt in the AMddle. G 

Toleration being not the Daughter of Amity but of Enmity (at leaſt) 
in ſome degree ſuppoſeth the Party tolerated to be a , eſpecially if 
conceived dangerous to the way eſtabliſhed : and commonly holds no 
longer than meer neceſſity compels ; and conſequently neither party take 
themſelves to be ſafe, the one alwaies fearing to loſe its authority , and 
the other its liberty. Pag. 74. 

Behold a learned Expoſtulation , and a Dutifull. Where the 
party tolerated appears dangerous to the ay eſtabliſhed : the One fears 
to loſe its Authority , and the Other its Liberty. There's no great 
depth in the diſcovery that from an Opinion of mutual Danger 
ariſes mutual Fealouſie. But what's this Caſe to the Subject ofour, 

Debate? BÞy Toleration , is not meant an Im- 
: prudential Yielding, to an UntraCtable, and Chur- 
liſh Fa&ion : but a Diſcreet , and Pious Application of Tender- 
neſs * ,ward ſuch as by their Fair Comportment in the Mayn of 
Order , and good Manners, appear to merit it. True it is , 
God himſelf is the only Searcher of Hearts,who ſees onr Thou ghts, 
even 1n the bed of their Conception. Yet where we find an 
Inconformity of PraCtiſe to Profeſſion : People that ſtreyn at a 
Gnat, and ſwallow a Camel , We may without offence to Charity 
rank thoſe Incongruous Chriſtians among Hypecrites : and with 
great Juſtice hold them” ro the Law,that ſtrive to bring the 
Law down to their bumours. By the fame Rule ought we to 


judge in favour of their Scruples, whole Lives are ſquar'd by a 
contorm ſeverity and {trictneſs. 


Toleration. 


It 
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Ie is moſt true that ſuch Propoſals may ſuffice for Peace , which 
will not ſatisfie Humour and Fattion,and Carnal Intereſt. Pag. 76. 
Why do we not apply our ſelves then to the only Umpire of the 
Controverſie ; the Setled Law , which , without either Paſſion, 
or Deſign, lays down our Duty , and our Intereſt * Theſe 
wranglings about Trifles do but enflame the Difference, and 
ſtart new Animoſtties, inſtead of Quieting the Old. The grear 
pretence of Scandal ( forſooth ) is this. | 

The Presbyterians ftick at Ceremonies properly ſacred, and (ignificant 
by humane inſtitution , which they concerve to be more than mere cir- 
cumftances , even parts of Warſhnp; and whatſoever inſtituted War- 
ſhip is mot ordained of Ged, 4 hold unlawfull. Pag. 84. 

This Paſſage lyes a little out of my Rode, bur however, Pl} 
make it my way. It is much eaſter to call our Ceremonies ſacred 
and parts of worſhip, than to prove them ſo. Is the mamer of 
Doing any thing, part of the thing Done? And for Significant 
by Humane Inſtitution the Exception is as Frivolous. Becauſe ' 
that in ſome Cafes even of External Diſcipline , the Church is 
limited ; does it therefore follow that it is free in none? or ty'd 
up only to ſich Rites, and Ceremonies, as hold no ſignal pro- 
portion with the Reaſon of their Inſtitution ? This Argument 
cuts their own Throats, ſince by the fignificancy of the Sitting 
Poſture at the Communion, they maintain the Uſe of it ; for (fay 
their Admonitioners ) It BETOKENS Reſt, and full Accompliſhmen.s 
of Legal Ceremonies in Chriſt. 

They that ſcruple our myſtical ſignificant Ceremonies , conceive that 
they are properly and meerly ſacred ; as having the honour of God for 
their diretþ and immediate end. Pag. 86. 

Theſe Reaſonings are but Snares for Woodcocks. 

That the ultimate end of all our Actions is, ( or at Significant Ce. 
leaſt onght to be ) the Honour of Ged , admits no "9 oro 
Queſtion ; but *tis not therefore the Immediate end 

of every thing we doe, nor in particular of Ceremonies. The 
Ontward Forms and Rites of Publick Worſhip , direct partly 
to Uniformity and Order ; and partly to excite due Reverence and 
Aﬀe#in in the diſcharge of holy Duties, by ſenſible Actions,ard 
remarkable Circumſtances. But he purtizes his Errour ; and 
Inſtances, That the Surplice is not for gravity , nor mere!) for decent 
diſt inftion ; but a religious myſtical habit, the Charatter © Badee of 
@ ſacred Office, or Service ; conformable to the lnmen Ephed wder the 
Law. Ibid. 
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The grand Exception againſt the Surplice is matter of Scandal, 
and that amounts to nothing where People will be peeviſh, and 
carp at every thing. Allow it what Original he pleaſes : If it 
be neither Unlawfull in it Self: nor wickedly applied ; and by 
Authority thought fit to be Impoſed ; why ſhould ir not be uſed ? 

What faycs the Incomparable Hooker,in this point ? 


Ecclefiaſt. Po- 
lity,Lib.5.SeCt. 
29. 


Ec. Polity, lib. 
4. Set. 12, 


* The Euno- 
man Here- 
ticks in diſho- 
nour of the 
bleſſed Trini- 
ty, brought 

in the laying 
on of water 
but once, to 
croſle the cu- 
ſtom of the 
Church,which 
in Baptiſme 
<d.it thrice, 


evident 


The ſigning with the ſign of the Croſs 
/ ſacred than the former. As Baptiſm conſecrates the Child, 


To ſolemn attions of Royalty , and State, their ſuitable 
Ornaments are a Beauty ; are they cnly im Religion a 
ſtain? And in another place. The names of our 
Menths , and of our Days , we are not ignorant from 
whence they came , and with what diſhonour unto God 
they are ſaid to have been deviſed at the firft, What 
could be ſpoken againſt any thimg more effettuaf to ir 
hatred, than that which ſometimes the Ancient Fathers 
m this caſe ſpeak? Yet thoſe very names are at this day 
in uſe throughout Chriſtendem,vithout hurt or ſcandal to 
any. Clear and manifeſt it is , that things deviſed by 
Hereticks, yea, deviſed of a very Heretical Purpoſe, even 
againſt Religion , and at their firſt deviſmg worthy to 
have been withſtood, may in time grow meet to be kept ; 
as that cuſtom , the Inwventers whereof were the * Eu- 
nomian Hereticks. So that a 7 once eft abliſhed , 
and confirmed by uſe , being preſently without harm , 
are not 1m nah; of their corrupt original , to be held 
ſcandalous. But concerning thoſe Ceremonies , which 
they reckon for moſt Popiſh, they are not able to avouch 
that any of them was otherwiſe inftituted , than unto 
good ; yea, ſo uſed at w/o 


( they conceive ) is more 


ſo dyh the Croſs ; it is uſed as a ſealing ſign of our Obligation to Chriſt, 
as the words uſed in the application thereof do manifeſt ; and the Book 
of Canons doth declare expreſly , which ſaith That it is an honour. 
able'badge, whereby the Infant is dedicated to the ſervice of him 
that dyed on the Croſs, as by the words uſed in the Book of 
Common Prayer it may appear : And therefore it is m that reſpe&t 
Sacramental. Pag. 87. 

'Tis well a nurtur Child, that gives bis Mother the Lye: and 
it 1s little better , to charge this ſenſe upon the Church gf Eng- 
land ; when Ly the very Letter ofthe Canon, an expreſs care 1s 
taken to prevent all poſlibiliry of exception,by a clear _ 
0 


\ 
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of the Churches Judgment in that particular. The Juggle is to 
groſs , I need bur cite the Canon to confure ir. 

Firſt , The Church of England ſince the aboliſlung of Popery , hath 

held and taught , and ſo deth hold and teach fill, that the ſign of 
the Croſs uſed in Baptiſm, is no part of the ſubſtance of that Sacrament ; 
for when the Miniſter dipping the Infaut m Water , or laying Wate 
upon the Face of it (as the manner aſs is) bath pronounced theſe words, 
I Baptize thee in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoſt , the Infant is fully, and perfettly Baptized. So as 
the ſign of the Croſs being afterwards uſed , dath neither add any thing 
to the wertue or perfettion of Baptiſm; nor being omitted , doth detract 
any thing from the effett and ſubſtance of it. 

Secondly , it is apparent in the Communion Book , that the Infant 
baptized, is by wertue of Baptiſm, before it be ſigned with the ſign of 
the Croſs, recerved into the Congregation of Chriſts Fleck , as a perfect 
Member therecf , and not by any power aſcribed unto the ſign of 1he 
Croſs ; ſo that for the very remembrance of the Croſs , 4 hich 1s wery 
precious to all them that rightly believe m Teſus Chriſt , and m the 
other reſpetts mentioned. The Church of England bath retamed {til 
the ſign of it m Baptiſm, following therem the Primitive and Apoſtolical 
Churches ; and accounting it a lawful outward Ceremony , and ho- 
nourable badge , whereby the Infant is dedicated to the ſervice of him 
that died upon the Cro(s , as by the 2words uſed in the Book of Common 
Prayer it may appear. Canon 30. 

It this will not ſufhce to prove that nothing Sacramental is in- 
tended by it; let it be noted , that in Private Baptiſm the Croſs is 
totally onntted. 

His next exception is at Hely dayes : I But ſhall paſs my bounds 
too far. Pl borrow one Maxime cf the judicious Hooker upon 
that Subject, which ſhall ſerve for all. Thoſe 
things which the Law of God leaverh arbitrary , and Eccleſ. 
at Liberty , are all ſubjett unto pofuroe Laws of men . Polity, Lib 5. 
which Laws, for the Common benefit, abridge particular 7 
mens liberty in (ſuch things, as far as the rules of equity will ſuffer. 

After the .Qwality of our Ceremonies, the holy man will have 
one fling at the Number of them. 

If the Engliſh Ceremonies be warrantably uſed, what hinders the uſe 
of divers other Ceremonies uſed in the Roman Church? Is it ſaid their 
mulritude will become burthenſom and inconvenient But who can de- 
termime the convenient number ? And however , an exchange of ens 
Ceremony for another were not unlawfull. For what reaſon may nat 


ſome 
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ſome other Romiſh rites in Baptiſm be uſed as well as the Croſs , ſeeing 
they are nothing leſs ſignificant or inoffenſive ; nay, peradventure muc 
more inoffenſrue , becauſe the Papifts by giving drome Worſhip to the 
Croſs have abuſed it to groſſe Idolatry. Pag. 88. 

Beggars mult be no chuſers : Muſt we uſe all , or none ? 
The Engliſh Church hath made Eleftion of the Engliſh Cere- 
montes ; What , and how many : being the proper Judge both 
in the point of Number,and Comrvenzence.Tis not for us to Queſtion 
the Authority , but to obey it. What if the Croſs hath been abuſed? 
So hath the Knee been bent; the Hands and Eyes addreſs'd to an 
Idol. Are we, becauſe of this mifapplication , prohibited to 
worſhip the true God, in the ſame manner, and poſture ? Now 
to the Liturgy again. 

The Presbyterians are not ſatisfied in the preſent Lingy: but deſire it 
may be laid aſide , or much Reformed. And what ſolid reaſon with- 
ſtands the Equity of this Deſire? Pag. 90. 

This ſolid reaſon does withitand it. They beg like ſturdy Crip- 
ples, for Chriſt's ſake, with a Cudgel. And tis not fafe for 
Authority to give ground to a FaFion. 

Whites obſerves impartially, ſhall find that Political Prudence was 
Joyned with the Chriftian Piety m compoſing the Engliſh Service-Book, 
Pag. 91. 

And the fame Prudence is now joyr'd with the fame Piery , 
both in the Right , and Intereſt of preſerving it. His next grief 
is a heavy one. 

Canonical ſubſcription lately impo#d, is a yoke of Bondage , ( Now 
mark him) to be conſidered by all thoſe that bawe a true regard to 
ſuch Liberty mm Religion , as equity and neceſſity pleads for. Pag. 94. 
Either this paſlage is /editious, and to enflame the people againſt 
Authority , or l am no Engliſhman. 

The Cancn ( ſays he, Pag. 95.) requires a ſubſcribing to the thirty 
mine Articles ; to the Common-Prayer Book ; to the Book of ordering 
Biſhops , Prieſts, and Deacons ;that all theſe contain in them nothing 
contrary to the'Word of God. Canon 36. This is unreaſonable , 
unprofitable , and unneceſſary. Nay , let us take in the third 
Article too.—To wit, That the nine and thirty Articles are agreeable 
to the word of God. And now the Form of ſubſcription , viz. 
I do willingly , and ex aimo , ſubſcribe to theſe three Articles above 
mentioned, and to all things that are contamed in them. 

This is the Yoke of Bondage , which our Reverend Libertine 
complains of. Firſt, to the wnreaſorableneſs of this ſubſcription. 

Touching 
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Touching the King's Supremacy, aſſerted in the firſt Article, he is 
ſilent ; and I ſuppoſe he would be thought conſenting. As to 
the reſt , what Reaſon is there that any man ſhould be admitted 
into the Miniſtry, without ſubſcribing to the Conſtitution of that 
Charch , into which he ſeeks admuttance ? ; 

If he cannot ſubſcribe in Conſcience, he cannot be | 
admitted in Prudence : and if he refuſes in point of Conical ſub 
Stomack , that man 1s not of a Goſpel-temper. = 0" - 
In fine,he that holds a fair opinion of the Do&rine, : 
and Diſcipline, of the Church of England, may very reaſonable 
ſer his hand to his opinion : and he that does not, may as reaſ@n- 
ably be rejected, becauſe of ſuch diſagreements. So much for 
wnreaſonable ; Neither is it wprofitable : for ſuch as have any ſpark 
either of Honour,or Shame, will in regard to ſuch a Teſtimony, 
be tender of giving themſelves the Lye, whatſoever they would 
do otherwiſe. 

His third Cavil is, that it is »meceſſary; (ſo are his exceptions.) 
Let any man confider , when all theſe Bars and Limits are too 
litcle ro reſtrain rurbulent and facrilegious ſpirits from danger- 
ous and irreverent attemps : What Seas of Schiſm and Hereſy 
would break it upon us, were but theſe Banks demoliſh*'d. Bur 
he hath found out an expedient, how Unity i= Dettrine , and 
Unformity in Prattice , may be «s well attarid and far more kindly , 
without this enferced [ubſ, cr1ption : (that is ) If no Miniſter be ſuf- 
fered to Preach,or Write any thing contrary to the eſtabliſhe 
ed Dottrine , Worſhip or Diſcipline , nor ordinarily for the 
main to negle(t the eſtabliſhed Rule. Pag. 97. 

This laſt paſſage appears to me moſt ſpitefully pleaſant, Not 
ordinarily for the main : that is Always fornetimes, he would neglett 
the eſtabliſhed Rule. 

If the Laws already in force againſt Revolrers, had been duly 
executed, *ris likely the Intereſt of England, im the matter of Religion 
had not been now the Queſtion. But ſtill this ſuppoſition does 
not imply an abſolute ſufficiency of that iſtricknets ro all intents. 
and purpoſes of Order, and Argreement. *Tis what we rhink , 
not what we /ay; the Harmony of Souls, more than of Forms, 
which God regards : without that facred, and entire conſent of 
Judgment, and Aﬀections, the reſt is but a flat and cold Forma- 
lity. 

Not 
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Not to AC contrary-to preſcribed Rules, ( where we are 
bound up by a Penalty ) is but a Negative, and Paſſive Obedi- 
ence ; a complyance rather with Convenience, than Duty, unleſs 
joyr'd with a prone, and full aſſent, both to the Truth, and Equi- 
ty of thoſe dererminations. For this and many reaſons more, 
Canmical ſubſcription ſeems to me exceeding neceſlary. But for 
thoie People to decline it, ( upon pretence forſooth of Conſci- 
ence) that upon pain of Freedom, and Eſtate, nay, and of Hell 
it ſelf, enforced the Covenant, is moſt unequal. 

The late Kings A Presbyterian Preacher, * refuſed to Pray for 
Declaration Sir William Nesbett, late Provoſt of Edenburgh, 
CONCernimg when he was lying up his Death-bed, only becauſe he 
Scotland, P42. had not ſubſcribed the Covenant. Let me be Pardon- 
493 ed, if Iunderſtand not this incongruous Holineſs. 

As for the Decrees and Canons of the Church, what rightful Au- 
thority doth make them, as the Law of the Medes and Perſians that 
altereth not ? Pag. 101. 

Surely he over-ſhoots himſelf. hat rightful Authority ? The 
Kings : and by a leſs Anthority they cannot be diſcharged. By 

that Authority, that Licenſes * the Excommunicati- 
* Canon 6. on of the Impugners of the Rites and Ceremonies eſt a- 
bliſhed in the Church of England : — the Oppoſers 
* Canon 7- alſo of the * Government, by Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, 

&c. —By that Authority, to which this Gentleman 
hath forfeited the Head he wears. Well, but he tells us, 

The Publick ſtate of theſe Differences is ſuch, that the Prelatiſt may, 
and wught to deſcend to rhe Presbyterians, in the propoſed moderate way ; 
but the Presbyterians cannot come up to the Prelatiſts in the heighth of 
their way, Pag. 97. 

With the Kings leave, had been good Manners yet. By what 
Authority,does Presbytery pretend to unſeat the Hierarchy? All 
the World knows, ( as muchas they know any thing of that An- 
tiquity ) that Biſhops are of Apoſtolical ExtraCtion: and we are 
not to Imagine, that They died inteſtate, and their Commiſſion 
with them. But Biſhops have deſcended already, and what was 
the event of it? Truly it was as moderate an Epiſcopacy as 
Heart could wiſh : But, as I remember, their Revenues were nor 
employed to maintain a Practical Miniſtry. The Rule is, S:wis 

velim, effice ut poſſim noiſe. But ſee the moderation of the Man. 

Some change ( ne fivs) m the outward Form, and Ceremonies, 
which are bat a G2#v, or Dreſs, is no Rea! change of the Worſhip. 
Pag. 103. I thought 
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I thought we had differ'd upon point of Conſcience, about Ce- 
r.monies proper ſacred, Pag. 84. and parts of Worſhip. But now it 
ſeems *tis but the Garbe, or Dreſs we ſtick at. The good man has 


| forgotten himſelf ; And yet we had beſt be wary, for tis but an 


Untoward- hint he gives us. Ofrentimes (ſays he ) moderate Re- 
ons do prevent Abolitions, and Extirpations, Pag. 103. 

They dofo, often; and ſometimes they cauſe them : that is ; 
Be the State never ſo diſtemper*d, where Subjects turn Reform- 
ers, the Remedy is worſe than the Diſeaſe. In fine, when I look 
back,l find the very ſame deſires of Reformation originally pre- 
tended ; which ( after ſuch deſcentions as never any Prince be- 
fore the bleſſed Father of our Gracious Sovereign, made to his 
Subjefts ) proceeded yet to utter extirpation, Root, and Branch. 

The preſent face of things looks fo like Twenty years ago, 
Icannot chuſe but fear the ſame Deſign from the ſame Method; 
the ſame Effects from the ſame Cauſes. I; not that likely to be a 
bleſſed Reformation, where Fattion diftates, and Tumults execute : But 
our Pacifick Moderator is of another Temper ſure; he only ad- 
viſes a Yielding, for fear of worſe: eſpecially conſidering, 

That the Party called Presbyterian may be Protetted, and 
Encouraged, and the Epiſcopal not Deſerted nor Diſobliged, 
Page 111. ( Which 1s Jus Reſolution pon the Secord 


Quere. ) 7 


Presbyterian Improvements, are Commonly a little Seniſter ; 
(or as a man may ſay, over the left Shoulder ) They have away to 
themſelves, of making a Glorious King, and a Happy People. But 
we ſhall not diſpute the Poſſibility of doing many things which 
may be yet of dangerous Experiment. I do belive it poſſible for 
a man to flye; yet ſet him upon Pauls, and Lure him down, up- 
on the Tryal, *ris at leaſt Six to Four he breaks his Neck. Truly 
in my Opinion this Propoſal is all out as Imprafticable. Bur *tis 
all one to Me. What if the Two Church-Parties, can Agree, or 
what if they cannot. My buſineſs is to keep the Presbyterian 
from laying Violent hands upon the Civil Power, and to convince 
a Party ſo denominated, of Sedition, not of Schiſm, His Third 


Enquiry follows. 


Qu. 11. 
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Qu", III. Whether the upholding of both Part#s by a juſt 
and equal Accomrdation, be not in it ſelf more defrreable, 
and more agreeable to the State of England , than the 
alſolute exalting of one Party, and the total ſubverſion of 
the other 2 Pag, 111. ( And thus he Reaſons. ) 


That ſtate of Prelacy which cannat ſtand without the ſubverſion of 
the Presbyterians, and that ſtands mr oppoſation to _ Epi'copacy, 
will become a myſtery of a meer carnal and _ tate, under a ſacred 
title and venerable name of our Mather the Church. Fer in.ſuch oppoſi- 
tion, of what will be made up, but of Lordly Revenue , Dignay, 
Splendor, and Furiſdittion, with outward eaſe and _ ? What will 
its deſign be from age to age, but to y_ and advance its own 
and potency * Read the Eccleſiaftical Hiftories, and you ſhall find the 
great Pune of the Hierarchy hath been to comeſt with Prices and 
Nobles, and all ranks and degrees, about their Immunities, Priviledpes, 
Preheminencies, to multiply Conſtitutions andCeremonies for props to their 
en Greatneſs, but not to promote the Spiritual Kingdom of our Lord 
Teſus Chrift in the hearts of People, according to the life. and power of 
Chrittianty. 

Let this uk for a taſte of his Pedantique Boldneſs; Whether the 
Scandal, or the Danger of theſe Liberties is the Greater, may be 
One Queſtion : and whether. the Uſurper of this Freedom 1s the 
better Swbjef, or Chriſtian, may be another. If we reſpect the 
holy Ordey of Biſhops, together with the Sacred Authority of Law, 
by which they are here eſtabliſh'd, how ſcandalows and irreverend 
is this InveCtive? Orif the nnſetled humour of the People ; how 
Dangerous ? if we reflect either. upon Chriſtian Unity, or Political 
Obedence ; how inconſiſtent is this manner. of proceeding with 
what we owe to God, and the King? ; 

That State of Prelacy, which cannot ftand without the ſubverſion of 
the Presbyteriens, &C. Tis very well ; And why the 
{.'5verſion of the Presbyterians ? How thoſe that never were 
Up, ſhonid be thrown Down, I cannot imagine. By what Law,or 
by what Equity, do theſe People pretend to any Intereſt of Eft 1- 
biſhment in England ? Thoſe of the Presbyterian Judgment, thar 
out of a real tenderneſs cannot comply in all particulars, will 
beyond doubt receive from His Majelty ſuch Favour, and Indul- 
gence, as may abundantly ſuffice to their relief, Burt that pre- 

| tence 
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rence doth not one jot entifle them to challenge a further Influ- 
ence upon the Government. Theſe wayward appetites and Cra- 
vings, are but the ſickly Longings cf a peeviſh Woman. A kind * 
of voluntary and pnviledg'd Conſetznce they 
have, which if it happens to take a fancy even to 
the Crown; Monarchy it ſelf, muſt rather periſh,than 
theſe poor Wretches loſe their Longing. Soberly, I wouldadviſe 
them by any means, to wave theſe troubleſom and groundlets 
pretences : Ir ſtarts a ſcurvy Queſtion, and makes the People ask, 
how they came by the right they challenge ? 

For the reſt, Epiſcopacy 1s like to be well ordered, when the 
Presbyterians have the Regulation of ir. There have been great 
conteſts ( no queſtion ) mov*d by the Hierarchy ; but I ſuppoſe 
this Gentleman will not inſtance in many, fince the Reformari- 
on, derogatory to the Jurisdiction Royal. Whereas the whole 
Courſe of the Presbyterian Diſcipline hath been Tumu!tuous ; 
and their avowed Principles are more deſtructive to Royalty,than 
even the Rankeſt of the Jeſuites themſelves. 

Having at length Talk*d his Fill againſt the Pomp of Prelacy ; 
and Charged the arrogance of Presbyters upon the Biſhops : Thus 
he Concludes, 

In very deed, the State here deſcribed, will never ſtand ſafely among 
a People that are Free, Serious, Searching, and diſſjeeming in matter of 
Religion, Pag. 114. Which to the Many, ſounds thus much. 
Thus is the Pride, and Tyranny of Biſhops ; and none but a Slaviſh 
and Beſotted People will endure 3t. He that makes other of it, 
forces it. Having by the Spirit of Natural Divinatian foreto!d 
the effets which He Himfelf intends to Cauſe ; he gives this 
Hint to the Vulgar, That a Hierarchy of this Nature hath a ſtrong 
bias toward Popery. Ibid. No doubt,ard ſo had Mcorarchy. Was 
not this Imputation by the ſame Party, caſt upon the late King, 
and with the fam2 meaſure of Confidence, and Bitterneſs ? When 
yet we know that thoſe that charged him with ir, did not believe 
themſelves ; it was ſo rank, and evident a Calumny. Not to 
inſiſt upon the Dying Teltimony of that Incomparable Prince, 
( which was but ſutable to the Pious Praftice and Profeſſion of 
of his whole Life ) That early Prote#tation of His Majeſty , before 
His recerving of the Holy Euchariſt at Chrilt-Church #z Oxon, 1643 
will be more pertinent to my purpoſe. 
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4 Hu Majeſty being to receive the Sacrament from the 
Bibliothecn þ,pds of the Lord Arch-Biſhop of Armagh, »{ed theſe 
STS publick Expreſſions immediately before His receiving the 
Fleſſed Elements: He roſe up from His Knees, and beckning to the Arch- 
B'\lwp for a ſhort forbearance, made this Proteſtation. 


MY LORD, 

Eſpy here are many reſolved Proteſtants, 
[| who may declare to the World the Reſoluti- 
on I now do make. I have to the Utmoſt of my 
power prepared My Soul to become a worthy Receiver ; and 
may 1 ſo receive Comfort by the Bleſſed Sacrament, as 1 do 
intend the Eſtabliſhment of the True Reformed Proteſtant 
Religion , as it ſtocd in its Beauty in the happy days of 
Queen Elizabeth, without any Connivence at Popery. [ 
teſs God, that in the midjt of theſe publick Diſtradtions, I 
have ſtill Liberty to Communicate ; and may this Sacrament 
Le My Damnation, if My Heart do not joyn with My Laps 
in this Proteilation. 


His Majefties 
Proteſtation. 


This was not yet enough to allay the clamour, till with His 
Royal Blood he had SeaPd this Proteſtation. If the objeCter can 
produce a fouler injury either to Religion, Duty, Truth, Honour, or 
Humanity, let it be done to fave the credit of the FaCtion, unleſs 
they reckon the ſuperlative perfection of their Wickedneſs, a 
point of Glory. 

His next remark is not amiſs. Let it be well obſer1'd, that the 
deſigns of ſuppreſſing Puritans, and complying with Papiſts, had their 
beginning both at once, and proceeded im equal paces. Pag. 11. 

Ler it be here as well obſerv'd that if by Puritans be meant thoſe 
of the Separation, by Papiſts is intended ſuch as kept their Stati- 
ons : Theſe Revolters elteeming as Anti-Chriſtian, whatever 
ſtands in oppoſition totheir heady purpoſes. We have this both 
from Story and Experience, that it hath been the conſtant pra- 
ctic2 of theſe unmannerly ApoFates, to ſpeak evil of Dignities; and 
being faln off themſelves, it is but carnal prudence, by damn- 
ig of the Authority to juſtify the Schiſm. No wonder then if the 
deſigns of ſuppreſſing Puritans, and complying with Papiſts, had ( in 
kus 12RC2 ) the ſame beziming, and proceeded in equal paces. 

. To 
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To bring himſelf off, he ſhifts it thus , Pag. 116. According to 
4 wulgar ſenſe,we take Pogery in the beight therecf, for the Hereſics and 
Idolatries ; and m the lower degree thereof, for the groſs Errors and 
Superſtitions of the Church of Rome; and *ris againit Engliſh Pope- 
ry in the lower degree, that he plants his battery : arguing fo for- 
mally againit our going oyer to Rome, that any Stranger to the 
Story would ſwear, The Prelates and the Pope were more than 
half agreed already. 

Having at length with great good-will adviſed the Church of 
England as to the Main, he concludes, that All approaches and mo- 
tions towards Rome are dangerous, Pag. 120. 

But are not all receſſes from Truth, more dangerous ? Becauſe 
in every thing we cannot agree with them, mult we in nothing ? 
To me this appears rather Petulancy, than Pious Reaſon. We 
are to hold faſt the Truth, wherever ir lies: and to embrace 
what's good, and laudable in any Church, without adhering to 
the contrary. Did not St. Paul become all things to all men, that by 
all means he might gain ſame ? 

But if we walk upcn the Brink ( he tells us, Pag. 120. ) we may 
ſoon fall into the Pit.) Thele wary men forget,that there's a Gulf on 
the one hand, as well asa P# onthe other: and that the narrow 
way is that which leads to Eternal Happineſs. 

But as to Reaſonof State ( he ſays that ) enmity with Rome hath 
been reputed the Stability of England ; concerning which the Duke of 
Rhoan hath delivered this Maxime ; | That beſides the Intereſt which 
the King of England hath common with all Princes, he hath yet one par- 
ticular, which is, that he ought throughy to acquire the advancement 
q the Proteſtant Religion, even with as much zeal as the King of 

pain appears Protettor of the Catholick. ibid. *] 

Allow this Maxime good in State, he hath but 
found a Rod to whip himſel£ The King of Cy - Dn ond 
glai Þ aght ro advance the P;otftant Religicn. - rs "oy 4 
Content. What now if theſe Diſciplivarians proteſtgnts. 
prove no P2oteſtants ? But rather a Sch;/matical, Boy 
and dividing Party, driving an Intereſt of their own, under that 
ſpecious name; and with great ſhew of Holineſs, oppoſing not 
only the PraCtices and Rules of the Reformed Churches, but even 
the Fundamentals of Chri/t;avity it (elf? By whom will they be 
tried ? or on what Judgment, and Authority will they reſt ? They 
Quarrel with the Order of Brſbops; the Common-Prayer ; the Rites 
and Ceremonies of the Church ; the Law of the Land; with Cuſtcws, | 
ard 
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and Antiquity: In ſhort, with every thing but the Geneva-Diſci- 

plime. They do by That too, as our Gallants do by French Faſhi- 

ens. The Court of France being.the Standard of quaint Mode and 

Dreſs, to the one; as 1s Geneva, .of «Church-Order to the other. What 

* 15 there uſed, though in it ſelf extravagant enough, our humour 

is to over-do ; andif the French wear but wide Breeches, we for- 

ſooth muſt wear Petricoats. Confiilt the Learned, and moſt Emi- 
nent Allertors of their Dyſciplme ; ask the grand Architect Him- 
ſelf, or indeed, any of 'His Settatours, ( of fair and honorable 
credit) concerning the Subject of our preſent Controverſie. And, 

I. Whether it be a P:otcſtant Opinion, that the Hicrarchp 
15 Amtichriſtian ? 

W. Whether ſuch Laws cf Flumane Inſtitution, as neither 
contraditt the General Laws of ;Nature, nor any Poſt 
tive Law-in Scripture, be binding or no ? 

Hl. 7» caſe of Male- Adminiſtration, either in Church, or 
State : Whither the People may take upon them to Re- 
form? 

Burt this they are not ſo ſtiff it, as to maintain it , but by 
blind inferences not worth regard. 

This is the ſtate of our diſpute ; and if m theſe particulars 
-our Anti-Prelatiſts oppoſe the current of Reformed Divines : to 
advance their Intereſt, is to undermine the common Intereſt of 
the King, Nation and the Proteſtant Cauſe. Needs muſt it move 
many Revolts, and keep off many Proſelites, to ſec ſuch Princi- 
ples declared of the Elſence of Chriſtian Religion, as a good ho- 
neſt Pagan would be aſhamed of. Nor leſs repugnant are they 
to Rules of Society, than of Conſcience ; No Tyranny ſo cruel, and 
Impperious ; no Slavery ſo reproachful. Set up their Diſcipline, and 
we're at School again. Methinks I ſee a Pretbyter with his 
Red over every Parih; and the whole Nation turning up 
their Jails toa pack of Pedants. Yet hateful as ir is, even that 
it ſelf, eſtabliſh'd by Authority, might challenge our Obedience. 
I have digreſfd too far; yet in convenient placeI muſt fay ſome- 
thing further upon this Subject. 

If onr new fangled Poliritian had conſider'd, that the King's 
Intereſt leads him to ſupport, that which the Presbyteriars ſtrive 
to overthrow, ( the Proteſtant Religion ) I am perſnaded he 
would haveſpared the Duke of Rhoan in this particular. The 
Maxime even as it hes before us, aftording matter of dangerous 
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deduction to his diſadvantage : 'but taken in Coberence , nothing 
can be more ſharp and poſitive againſt him. 

That great and wiſe Captain the Duke of Rhoan diſcourſing 
npon What reaſons of State, Queen Elzaberh acted roward 
Spams, France, and the United Prowences; tells us particularly,how 
much the favoured the Proteſtants in France, and Germany. | Par 
toutes ces maximes, ( dit il ) cette ſage Princeſſe a bien _ 
fait comprenare, a ſes ſucceſſenrs, que outre Þ imtereſt que S ESI 
Þ Angle terre. a commun avec tous les Princes, QC. — _ hnncyy Dil 
© By all theſe Maximes (/ays he) this wiſe Prin- fe PF 
* ceſs hath given her Succellors to underſtand, that beſides rhe 
© Intereſt which England hath commen with other Princes; yer one 
* particular it hath, which is to advance the Proteltant Religion 
* with the ſame Zeal, the King of Spam.does the Catholick. 

Be it herenoted, that when the Queen was- moſt concerr'd, 
and-buſie to promote the Proteſtant Cauſe, even at that very 
time was She as much employ'd to cruſh the Presbyterian FaCti- 
on, vis. Cartwright, Coppinger, Arthing'on, Hacket, by 
and their Confederates. The Firſt of theſe was - ju FOO 
Impriſon'd, and fined for Seditious, and Scluſma- . 
tical practices againſt the Church and Srate. The Second ſtarved 
himſelf in a Goal ; The 7hird repented, and publickly recant- 
ed ; The Fourth was put to Death for horrid Blaſphemies. (1 hete 
People talk'd of a practical Miniſtry too. ) The Men are gone, 
but their Poſitions are (till in being, and only atrend a b!efied op. 
portunity to be put inExecution. This may appear fromdiver!: 
late diſcourtes, which are etfectually no other than Cariwrigh;; 
Principles, and Mede!, couch'd in waryer terms, and other Autho- 
zity than theſe, or ſi:ch as theſe, I think the very Authers of 
them will ſcarce pretend to. 

One Obſervation more. Our Paraphbraſe renders the adyance- 
ment of the Proteſt ant R:/371o0m, — Enmity with Ree, to tlie great 
ſcandal! of the Refornyd Protefiion. We have no Ezzrity but with 
Error, Which in a rigid Puritan, to vs, is the fame thing ©s 11 a 
Papiſt. 

Bur Pepery (he tells ne, ) hath been ever infamons for Txcommu = 
nicating, Murthering, and Depoſing Princes. 

I amno Advocate forthe Reman Cauſe, but upon this accoure, 
I think betwixt the Teſete, and the Purzan, 1t may be a drawn 
Pattle. And vet he follows, with an atiurance that the Pr. /+- 
ant Religim aims at nothing, but that the Kings Prerogativ?, and I 0- 
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puler Liberty, may be ever Ballanced. Pag. 121. (That is, the Puri- 
tans the Presbyterian Religion , as he explains himſelf a little 
lower. ) 

I cannot call-to mind one ſing|#paſſage in this whole Dil- 
courſe, concerning the Kmg*s Power, or the Peoples Liberty ; which 
is not either worded Doubtfully, or with ſome popular Limitat- 
on upon the Royal Authority. What does he mean by even Bal- 
lanced? Cheek by Foul? Or by what warrant from the Word of 
God, does a Presbyters Religion intermeddle with Popular Li- 
bepxty ? Unleſs the holy Man intends to bring Homage to Kings, 
within the compaſs of Ceremonies of "Humane, and Myſtical Inſtitu- 
tim. Yet once again. 

The Presbyterians Principle ( he ſays ) « for ſubjattion to Princes, 
theugh they were Hereticks, or Infidels; and if they differ herem from 
the Prelatical Proteſtants, ( | was afraid we had been all Papiſts) 
it is only that they plead for Liberty, ſerled by known Laws, and Fiun- 
aamental Conſtitutions. Pag. 122, 

Still ad Populum ? Theſe are the Incantations which have be- 
witcl'd this Nation. This Charm of Lwalify'd Diſloyalty, and 
Conditional Obedience. Behold the very Soul of the Faction in 
n theſe five lines ; a fair profeſſion firſt to His Majeſty, and with 
the ſame breath a Seditious hint to the People. What is that Li- 
berty he talks of, but a more colourable title toa Tumult? That 
Legal Freedom, to which both by the Royal Bounty, and our 
own Birth-right we ſtand entituled, weought not to conteſt for 
our Sovereign, and ( God be praigd ) we need not. Now for 
another fit of kindneſs. 

Hzs Majeſty our Native King, may govern as he pleaſes, without 
fear of Haz%ards, by continuing to ſhew himſelf a common Fa- 
ther. Pag. 123. 

Whar's this Clauſe a kin to the third Article of the Covenant ? 
To preſerve and defend the King's Majeſties Perſon, and Authority, in 
the preſervation and defence of the true Religion, and Liber- 
ties of the Kingdoms, ( as who ſhould ſay, if he does otherwiſe, 
Jet him look to himſelf. ) 

The exceſſrue dominion of the Hierarchy, with the rigorous impoſition 
of humane Ceremonies, was accounted much of the malady of former 
__ which ended in thoſe deadly Conroulſions of Church and State. 
lbid. 

Since this Pragmatical Levite will provoke a Controverſie, I 
3M content to entertain it. 

If 
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If the Biſhops excefſes were the Cauſe of the War, how came 
the Kings ruine to be the event of it ? But *ris no new thing tor 
a Presbyterian to ſaddle the wrong Horſe. Jult in this manner 
did the Covenanters treat His late Majeſty : and by thoſe wery 
Troops that ory'd down Biſhops was the King murthe?d. Ridicu- 
lous Brutes, to boggle at a Surplice, aad yet run head-long into 
a Rebelhon. | 

The grand ſource of our Miſeries was the Covenant, by which 
as by a Spell (in the Name of the Bletled Trinity ) the People 
were inſenfibly bewitched into an aptneſs to work any Wicked- 
neſs which the Interpreters of that Oracle ſhould fay was the 
Intendment of it. 

The-firtt notorious Rupture was in Scotland, in 1637. uſher'd 
in by a COVENANT, which without Queſtion was formally 
agreed upon by the confederate Faction of both Kingdoms, as 
the moſt proper, and leaſt hazzardous way of taſting the Kings 
Patience, and the Peoples humours. That their Deſign was 
laid, and carried on by Counfels, and Intelligence, as afareſaid, 
may be .cotle&ed from the Conſequent, and Brotherly Agree- 
ments : and truly the Retroſpe&t of the ACt of Indemmity ſeerns 
to hint no leſs, for it commences from the firſt Scotiſh Broyls, 
tho four or five years before the War broke out in England ; 
what was begun by Covenant, was ſo proſecuted. 

By vertue of the Covenant, the Kirk-party ſupply'd they. 
ſelves with Men and Monies: Armies were brought into the 
Field; and beyond doubt, many that truly loved the King, nor 
knowing what they did, engaged ag2init him. To keep-up this 
Deluſion, the Preſs and Pulpit did their parts, and to deal free- 
ly, after this advance, I ſhould as much have wondred if they 
had ſtop'd ſhort of his/Death, as I find Others wondering how 
they durſt accompliſh it. Death with a Buller or an Axe, is the 
fame Mi'chief to him that ſutters it : and the fame Crime ; wil- 
fully done, 1n thoſe that 44 it. . Noman can Rationally allow 
One, and condemn the Other : For, if the Violence be Lawful ; why 
not as well as in the Field; upon a Scattold ? 

In this particular, the Doctor 1s beſide his Cuſhion. He makes 
me think of the Marqueſs of Newcaitle, upon a fawcy Clergy- 
man. 'Why ſhould I remember thathe's a Prieſt, (ſays my Lord) 
if he forgets it himſelf? His next argument againſt Prelacy is a 
Modeſt, and ( as1 take it, ) aqueynt One. 


] Can 
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Can the ſelf ſame State, (ſays he ) and Frame of Eccleſiaſticks be 
now revived after ſo great and /ong continued alterations, by which the 
Anti-prelatical Party is exceedingly increaſed and ſtrengthened ? 
Pag. 124. 

Batnge Prelacy be better Reſtored after a Diſcomtinuance, than 
Presbytery acti. where it never had a Bemg. The very Laws 
are yet to make for the One, and ttill in force for the Other. 
But the great Obſtacle is, the Anti-prelatical party 1s exceedingly en- 
crea/ed, and ſtrengthened. Truly I think, if His Majeſty ſhould 
leflen the Number of them, by two or three of the Promoters 
of that Doctrine, the Preſident might do ſome good upon the 
reſt. Can any thing be more ſeditious? Theſe hints upon fair 
grounds, and given in Prizate,* might very well become the gra- 
vity of aChurch-man, or the Profeſſion of a Loyal Subject. But 
to the People, theſe Calculations are Dictates of Sedition ; and 
only meant to engage the Credulous, and heady Mulritude in 
falſe Opinions both of the Tyranny of Prelates, and their own 
Power. 

Thus far in Obſervation upon the firſt Part of The Intereſt of 
England, mm the matter of Religion, &C. The whole ſtrufture 
whereof ( in his own words ) reſts upon theſe Poſitions, as its adequate 
Foundation. ; 


I. That whilft the two forenamed Parties remain divided, 
both the ProteiTant Religion, and the Kingdom of Eng- 
hnd zs divided againſt it ſelf. 


2. That the Presbyterians cannot be rooted out, nor their In- 
tereſt ſwallowed up, whilſt the State of England re- 
maineth Proteſtant. 


3- That their ſubverſion , "if it be poſſible to Le accom- 
pliſhed, will be wery pernicious to the Proteſtant Reli- 
give, and the Kingdom of England. 


4; That the Coalition of both Parties into one may be effe- 
' ted by an equal accommodation,without repugnancy to their 
conſcientious Principles on either fide, in ſo much that 
nothing 


nothing juſtifiable by Religion or ſound Reaſon can put a 
Bar to this defirable Union. 


The whole matter ( in Debate, he tells us) reſts upon Three 
main Enquiries, m_ 


I. Qu. Whether in Juſtice or Reaſon of State 
the Presbyterian Party ſhould be Rejetted Pag. 17. 
and Depreſſed, or Protefted and Incoun PO* © 
raged. | | 


[I. Qs: Whether the Presbyterian Party may be Protefled 
and Incouraged, and the Epiſcopal not Deſerted nor Dif- 
obliged. 


ITT. Qu, Whether the 7/pholding of both Parties by a juſt 


and equal accommodation be not in it ſelf more defirable 


and more agreeable to the State of England, than the 
abſolute — of the one Party, and the total Sub- 
verſion of the other. 


I ſhall now offer ſome further Reaſonings of my Own, upon 
this Subject ; therein propoſjng ſuch Brevity aid Clearneſs, that 
both the Lazy, and the Buſie may find- time to read it, and the 
Weakeſt not want Capacity to underſtand it. 


His firft Poſition holds no further good, than as the Presby- 
terians are firlt ProteFtants in the matterof the Difference, and then 
Conſiderable in the ballance of the Nation. Religion led the Quar- 
rel, ſo let it the Diſpute. In uſing the Word Proteſtant, I follow 
_ for I had/ rather call it Catholick : but Proteſtant let 
it be. 

I ſuppoſe by the Proteſtant Religion, we underſtand That of 
the Reformed Churches : to whoſe Deciſion we ſhall willingly 
ſabmit the ſum of our Diſagreements: which may be ſtated un- 
der a Reduction to theſe Two Queſtions. 

* 


I 2 I. Qu. 
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I. Qu. Whether or no the Government of- the Church by 
Archbiſhops aud Biſhops— be Antichriſtian, or Un- 


lawful ? 


II. Whether ſuch Laws f Humane and Significant Inſtitu= 
tion,as are orderly made,and neither contra the General 
Law of Nature, nor any poſitive Law in Scripture ,---- 
be Binding or not 2? 


Firſt, Concerning the Prelacy : Luther himſelf diſtinguiſhes 
berwixt Popiſh Tyrants , and Trae Biſbops : profeſſing his Quarrel 
to them as Popyſh, not as Biſbops. 

The Authors of the Auguſtane Confeſſion, leave it 
upon Record, That they would willingly preſerve the 
Eccleſiaſtical and Canonical Polity, if the Biſhops would 
ceaſe to Tyrannize over their Churches. 
pt reform : Bucer adviſes by all means rhe reſtoring of ſuch 

xo Ny Eccleſiaſtical Governments as the Canons preſcribe , 
Pg * 93 (Epiſcopis & Metropolitanis ) ro Biſhops and Me- 
tropolitans. MelanCthon to Luther, You would not imagine 
(ſays he ) how ſome people are nettled to ſee Church-polity reſtored : as 
if it were the Romiſh Sovereignty again. Ita de Regno ſuo, non 
de Evangelio, dimicant ſocii noltri. 

Calvin himſelfrecommends the Hierarchy to the King of Poland: 
and treating concerning the Primitive Church, fays, That the 
Ancient Government by Archbiſhops and ne” and the Nicene Con- 
ſtitution Patrievchs , was for Order;-ſake, and Good Government. 
ad Diſciplinz conſervationem pertinebat. 

The ſame perſon being called to accompt by Cardinal Sadolet 
concerning the Geneva defection , and for ſubſcribing the Au- 
guſtan Confeſsion renders this Anfwer. Curſed be ſuch as oppoſe that 
Hierarchy, which ſubmits it ſelf to Chriſt Feſus. Nullo non Ana- 
themate dignos cenſeo, quotquot ili Hierarchie,qui fe Domino Jeſu 
ſubmittit, ſubjici nolunt. | 

Zanchy (the Compiler of the Gallican Confeſſion) obſerves 
a Change of Name, rather than of Offer throughout molt of the 
German Churches. Biſhops and Archbiſhops being only diſguiſed 
under the Notion of Superintendents , and General- Superintendents : 
acknowledging, that by the conſent of Hiſtories , Councels,, and the 

ancient 
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ancient Fathers thoſe Orders have been generally Allowed of by all Chri- 
ſtian Socretres. 

Beza, ( the rigid Succeſſour of Calvin, ) being check'd by the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, for intermedling beyond his ſpheare, 
—}e do not charge(fays he)all Archbiſhops & Biſhops with Tyranny. 
=— The Church of England hath afforded many Learned men, and 
many Glorious Martyrs of that Funition. If that Authority be there 
ſtill i» Being may a perpetual Bleſſing go along with it. Fruatur 
faneiſta ſingulari Dei benehcentia , que utinam jl1i fit perperua. 
This with all Ceremony was = ap Totives Anglie 
Primati: to the Primate of all Engſand , and in the Name of the 
whole Church of Geneva. 

Saravia makes him ſpeak yet plainer ; who arguing for the 
Hierarchy out of the Apoſtles Canons, receives from Beza this 
R-ply. This is no more than what we wiſh might be 
reftored to all Churches, uid alind hic ftatuitur , Be cont _ 
yu” quod in onmibus locss Eccleſixs reſtitutum cupi- A 45 
Pans * 

Zanchy comes up to the very Caſe of England; ( nay and a 
little further too ) not only affirming Epiſcopacy to be agreeable to 
the Word of God. But where it is in exerciſe, that it ought to 
continue, and where by violence it hath been aboliſf'd , that 
it ought to be reſtored. U9: w47zent ( Iſti ordines (cil. ) non efſe 
——_ & ubicunque Iniquitas temporum eos abolevit , Reſt ituen- 

Fs. 

With what Face now ſhall the Enemies of Biſhops call themſelves 
Proteſtants , in this particular at leaſt , wherein they evidently 
croſs the whole ftream of Proteſtant Divines? Now to the Se- 
cond Dugry. 

Whether ſuch Laws of Flumane , and Significant Inſti- 
tution, as are orderly made, and neither contradift the Ge- 
neral Laws of Nature, nor any Poſitive Law in Scripture, 
be binding or not ? 

Hear Calum firſt. Duamuis quod obtruditur ſcanda- 
lum g-_ quia tamen werbo Des per ſe non repugnat 

s potefF. Scandals Taken, without Repug- 
nancy to the Word of God, are not ſufficient to invalidate the 
the Obligation of a Ceremony impoſed by the Church. Beza 
himſelf, nay, Mr. Carrurigle, the Captain of our Bleſſed Le- 
gions, will allow, rather than quit a Benefice, to wear a Sur- 
Plice. Bucer 


Calvin Epr/. 
Pag. 341. 
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| Bucer thanks God with all his Soul to ſee the En- 
Scripta Angli- pliſh Ceremonies ſo pure, and conform to the Word 
Cad, 4 33- of God; or at lealt (rightly underſtood ) not 
contrary to It. 
, Not to hunt further for particular Authorities, 
FH.LS. His Af- I ſhall be bold with my own Brother , and make 
nity of Sacred yf2 of ſome general Colletions which He hath 
Liturgies,P-27 gathered ready to my hand. 
Nothing aſſuredly can be more demonſtratiue of the 
Proteſtant Tenents, than the Confeſſion of their ſeveral 
Churches. | 
Cap. 27. That of Helvetia firſt, | Churches have always u- 
ſed their Liberty in Rites , as being things indifferent , 
Cap. 1.5. which 1e alſo do at this day. | That of Bohemia , 
{ Humane Traditions and Cereminies brought m by ; 
good Cuſtom, are with an uniform Conſent to be retain- 
ed in the Eccleſiaſtical Aſſemblies of Chriſtian People 
Act. 32. at the Commun Service of God. \ the Gallican; [ E- 
wery place? may have their peculiar Conſtitutions , as it 
AGt. 32. ſhall ſeem convenient for them. | The Belgick ; | We 
receive thoſe Laws as are fit , either to cheriſh or main- ' 
tain Concord, or to keep us im the Obedience of Gad. 
AC 15, That F Ausburg ; { Eccleſiaſtical Rites which are or- 
dained by mans Authority, and tend to Quiemneſs and 


good Order m the Church, are to be obſerved. | That 
ACt. 20. Saxony ; | For Order ſake, there muſt be ſome decent 
Cap. 14. and ſeemly Ceremonies. | That of Sweveland ; | Such 
Traditions of met as agree with the Scriptures , and 


were ordained for good Manners, and the Profit of Men , are wor- 
thily to be neo, rather of Ged than of Mon,! Theſe were the 
Tenents they publickly owned , nor did they att different - from what 
they taught, ordaining Churches, Pulpits, Prayers before and after Ser- 
mon, adminiſtring the Sacraments m Churches, delrvering the Com- 
munion in the Forenoons, to Women , Baptizing Infants , and ſeveral 
other things. not one whereof were direttly commanded by ether Chrijt, 
or his Apoſtles. 

From hence it is manifeſt, we may divide from Presbyterians, 
and yet the Prote#tant Religion not be divided again#t it ſelf. A Schiſm 
there 1s, but whether in the Church, orin the Fatlion , is only a 
Diſpute for thoſe that piead the Authority of Turmlts, As their 
Opimons are nct one jot Proteſtant , where they divide from 


Biſhops ; 
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Biſhops ; ſo neigher are their Morals any more warrantable, 
wherein they act as Men. Which ſhall we credit, #ords or 
Deeds ? Will they not Bite, where they pretend ro Ki? A 
famous Martyr of that Party, ( Hacket ) ſerved a Fellow fo. 
Some ditterence there had been, and they were to be made 
friends, Hacke: pretends a Reconcilement; takes the man in 
his Arms, bites off his Noſe, and ſwallows it. This is 
that Hacket that was joyned with Coppinger, and Arthmgton , in 
a Plot to murther the Lords in the Star-Chamber, becauſe they 
had committed Cartwright ( the great Rabbi of the Party) whote 
Crime was only the erecting of the Presbytery without , and a- 


gainſt the Queens Authority. Thus we ſee, That m Lueen Eli- 


zaberh's days two, the Proteſtant Religion was divided againſt it ſelf 
Briefly, that it is not Rehgion which moves theſe People, is moſt 
apparent, from*their unquiet and diſtempered Actings ; pro- 
ceed we now to enquire what it is, or in plain terms, to un- 
mask the Holy Cheat, and ſhew it barefac'd to the Peo- 
le. | 

Of all Impreſſions , thoſe of Religion are the deepeſt ; and 
of all Errors, the moſt to be lamented, and indulged, are thoſe 
of tender and miſ-guided Conlciences. The Clearneſs of this 
Principle conſidered, it is no wonder that the fouleſt Deſigns, 
put on the greateſt ſhews of Holineſs, as the only way to gain 
and rule Atiections, without which no great Matters can be ac- 
compliſt'd. This is a Truth well known to the Presbyterzans,, 
and of experiment as ancient as their Diſcipline. 

We do not undertake to read their Hearts, but their Writings 
we may venture upon ; enquire a little into their Practices, and 
by comparing both, give ſome tolerable gueſs at their Intenti- 
ons. The readieſt way is tolook back, and match them ; for the 
beſt proſpect of the Future is behind. 

Some Grumblings toward the Conſiſtorian Diſ- 
Cipline, there were in the Days of Edward the The Riſe of 
Sixth: But the firſt notorious Separation , was Presbytery. 
that of Frankford ( in the Reign of Queen Mary ) 
when Gilby, Goodman , and Whittmgham , with their Compani- 
ons, flew off, and went to Geneva ; from whence they return- 
ed into England, ſoon after Queen Elizabeth came to the Crown. 
Theſe led the Dance in England ; Knox in Scaland, and at this 
day our Presbyterians do but write after their Copy ; profel- 
ſing the ſame Principles, pretending the ſame Scruples, and be- 
yond 
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yond doubt , propoſing the ſame End; which was to get the ' 
ſame Dominion here, which Calvin and Beza exerciſed at Ge- 
eva : to whom they {till repaird for Counſel, as they needed. 

Cartwright and Travers .cume in the Breech of thoſe , but 
not without conſulting Beze firft, ro learnthe Knack of the Ge- 
meva-Model. Theſe were the men , that firft brought imo.Eng- 
land that horrible Poſition , that the Geneva-Diſciplme was as 
ellential a Note of the Church , as either the true Preaching of 
the Word, or the due Adminiitration of the Sacraments. This is the 
Principle which ſupports the Presbyterian Intereft. 

For the firſt thirteen years of the Queens Reign, 
The Proceſi of they contented thernſelves to throw about their 
Prez/yreny. Libels againſt Ceremonies, and divide into Ceon- 
enticles. 

In the 14h. of Her Majeſty , they addreſſed two Admoniti- 
ons to the Parliament ; the former in the quality of a Remon- 
ſtrance with a Platform ; the other, bolder, and more peremp- 
tory. This Parliament was no ſooner Ditlolved, but they feH 
preſently to work upon their Diſcipline; the Progreſs whereof, 
is with great exaCtneſs ſer down in the Third Book of Bancroft*s 
Dangerous Poſitions. | 
In 1572. A Pretbytery was Erefted at Wadſworth 
Dangerous in Surrey, at which time they had alſo their Convent;- 
Poitions. cles in London, where little was debated, but againft 
Page 43- Subſcription, the Attire, and Book 5 no Bop. 

In 82. A Meeting was appointed of 60 Mmiſters 
Pag- 44: out of Ellex , Cantrideefiice, - Nor at 
Cockfheld ; to confer about the Commm-Prayer 
what might be tolerated. 
In 83. The Form of Diſcipline was compiled, and 
Pag. 45- Decrees are arr the F__ ice of it , which ſoon 
after were put in execution. 
- In 87. The Diſcipline was recerved, and put in 
ag- 73: prattice in Northamptonſhire. 
Pag. $6. In 88. A Claſſical Aſſembly at Coventry. 
In 89. A General Meeting m Cambridge , and a- 
Pag. BY. nother at Ipſwich. 2 
Pag. 91: In 1590. Upon the Deteftion of the Premiles, 1 
ey refuſed to ex puts Oath, Gs 


Bemg 


Þ $6, 
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ing thus Aſſociated, t a late to thar Pag. 120. 
Meetiors the — of the Cd Fo #/e the tile. 
The Offices of Lord Archbiſhops , and Biſhops, pag. 25. 
ec. ( fays Martin fwunizr ) are condemned by 
the Dodtrine of the Church of England. 

By theſe degrees the Schiſmaticks advanced to a dangerous 
height, and Boldneſs; and of this Temper, and Extrattion are our 
Presbyterians. ; 

After the aforementioned difcovery, a ſtrifter eye and hand 
was kept upon them ; divers of the Ring-leaders were Impri- 
ſoned, and the Govy broken. 

Upon the coming in of King Fames, they began to ſtir again, 
but he knew them too well, either to Truſt, or Suffer them. 

How they behaved themſelves towards the late King, is to 
the eternal Infamy, not only of the Faction, but of the Nation, 
too notorious: what they deſign toward the preſent Govern- 
ment, That's the Queſtion: And now Icome to enquire: 


Whether in Juſtice or Reaſon of State the Presbyterian 
Party ſhould be Rejefted and Depreſſed, or Proteited and 


Tncouraged. 


Before I fall upon the Queſtion, once again I explain my 
ſel. By PRESBYTERIAN, lintend a Fa#zon, that under 

our of ſetling a Reformd DISCIPLINE, ſecks to dil. 
ſolve the frame of an eſtabliſhed Government. And firſt I am to 
prove that Party ſo diſtinguiftyd, ſich a Fa#ion, which both from 
their own Prattzces, Poſitions, and from Common Obſervation, 
and Authority, I think I ſhall make good; and 
that their laſt aim is-to exerciſe that Tyranny Presbyters 
themſelves, which they pretend to puniſh. Doctrine con- 

We'll firſt examine how they treat the Civil £97 gr. 
Power. 

If Princes be Tyrants againſt God and his Truth, Knox to Engl. 
ther Subjefis are freed from their Oaths of Obe- nd Scorl. fol. 
dience. 75. 

Kings, Princes, and Governors have their Anthorit 1 ON 
of the Prople, and upon Occaſion, the People may heh GEES 


— -. 
* ro } 
away agam. 


K 1 [miſter 


©0 


Reziſter. p. 48. 


Goodman. pag, 


1 44- 


Spat wo'd Hi- 
ory of the 
Church of 

Scotland. pags 


2330, 


Scots Plea, 
P47.262 ; 


King's Decla- 
ration con- 
cerning Scor- 
land, p. 404. 
Ibid, pag. 
409. 
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 Aimiſters onght nut to obey the Prince wher be pre- 
feribes Ceremonies, and a Faſhion of Apparel. 

Evil Princes ought by the Law of God to be de- 

ofed. 

n Andrew Melvil being cited to anſwer for Treaſon 
d-livered in a Sermon, declined the judgment of the 
Kmg, affirming, That what was ſpoken in Pulpit, 
ought firſt to be Tryed and Judged by thePresby. 
rery ; and that neither the King nor Council might 
in prima inſtantia, meddle therewith , although 
the Speeches were Treaſonable. 

Strike the Bafilick wein ; nothing but this will cure 
the Plenriſie of our State. 

Let its never give over, till we have the King m our 
Power, and then he ſhall ſee how good Subjetts we are. 
( Delwyered in a Sermon. ) 

i is Lawful for Snbjetts to make a Covenant, and 
Combination without the King. 

But to come nearer Home, to ſhew that the 


whole Gang is of the ſame Leaven. Worſe than all this was 
daily Printcd againſt the late King, even by thoſe Perſons that 
were in pay to the Presbyterian FaCtion : and yet at laſt, thoſe out- 
rages are juſtified againit the Father, by ſuch as would be thought 
Loyal to the Soy. 


Bancroft, pag. 
169, 


Kings Decla« 
ration, fol. 
404. 


Ibid. 4c$. 


Ibid. 411, 


Knox.” 


If Parliaments think to eſcape better they are deceived. 

If the Brethren cannot obtain their will by ſute, nor 
diſpute, the Multitude, and People muſt do the Feat. 

One Preached, That though there were never ſo 
many Atts of Parliament agamſt the Covenant, yet it 
ought to be maintam'd agam#t them all. 

The Parliament can make no Law at all concerning 
the Church, but only ratifie what the Church Decrees : 
and after it hath ratified it, yet if the Aſſembly of the 
Church ſhall prohibs it, and repeal that Decree of the 
Church, all the Subjects are diſcharged from yielding 
Obedience to that Att of Parliament. 

£n Aſſembly may abrogate Adits f Parliamem, if 
they any way refiett upon buſine(s of the Church. 

Reformation of Religion belongs to the Commu- 
nalty. 


of 
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the Parliament mm the 24. year of the Queen ( ſays the Sup- 
plication )if the defired Reformation be not gramed; There ſhall not 
be a man of their ſeed that ſhall proſper, be a Parliament mary 
or bear rale in England any more. / 
Concerhing Laws eftabliſhed ; They Fall in Conſequence with 
the Power that makes them. 


Presbyterigns Opinion of Biſhops. 
Let us ſee now with what modeſty they treat the Church, and 
firſt the Biſhops. 
They are Ordinances of = yer — Proud, Popiſh, RBaneroft, pag. 
eſumptuous, prophane, paitry, peſtitent, permecions Pre= 59, 
frejnpens tft, _ _ 4 — gol 
Perſecutors, Sowers of Sedition, Dragons, ( and (© to 
the endof the Chapter. ) 
Their Clergy an Antichriſtian, Swiniſh Rabble,—— nyjq. pag.58. 
The Miniſters are neither proved, eletied, called, nor or- 
dained according to Gods word. 
The Ceremontes —Carnal, Beggerly, Antichriftian Pcmps. 


Presbyterian Refcrmaticn. 


Hitherto, the Faults of Governors, and Government,now their 
Propoſals of Amendment, and Refcymation ; by what Rules, and by 
what Means we may be Governed Better. Thus then. 

Let the whole Government of the Church 
be committed to the Miniſters, Elders and 
Deacons. 

Very good ; and to whom the Government of the Stare? 

Why to Them too. For the Church wherem any Magiſtrate, King 
or Emperor « a member, is divided into ſome that are to Govern : win, 
Paſtors, Dottors, and Elders : and into ſuch as are to 
obey, Viz. Magiſtrates of al! forts, and the People. 

The Queltion is next, about” the Extent of the Eccleſiaftical 
Power, and in what manner That Aſſumption hooks in all Civil 
actions within their Cogniſance? L 

In Ordine ad Spiritualia, Forſooth : by which rule yg; pig. 
nothing ſcapes them. | pline,pag. 250. 

'Tis the deſire of the Admenitor ; that he and his 
—_ may be deliver'd by At of Parliament, from the Antherity 
of the Civil Magiſtrates : as Fuſtices anid others, and from their 1»- 
ditings, and Finirgs. K 2 The 


Admon. r, 


Cartwricht, 
Go 
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The Elderſl:ip ſball ſuffer no lewd euftoms 10 remain m 


bd. 294, : ; 
_—_ =_ their Pariſhes, enher Games, or otherwiſe. And further ; 


The Office of the Church Governors, is to decide Contro- 
werſies mw Dottrine, and Manners, 10 far as pertaineth 
to Conſcience, and the Church Cenſures. 

ag 9 Every Fault ( fays Cartwright ) that tendeth ether 
2d. 285. 8 

o the Hurt of a mans Neighbour,or to the hinderance f 
the Glory of Ged, is 10 be examin'd and dealt in by the Orders of t 
h.ly Church. Nay Knox goes further yet. 

The bare Suſpition of Avarice,or of Pride, —— or Riotowſ- 
neſs in Chear or Raymem.. Even this Nicety, Falls within 
cheir Cenſure. 

Now would I know what need of a Civil Magiftrate, when 
even our private thoughts are ſubjected to the Scrutiny of a 
Presbytery ? 

But will ſome ſay, what ſignifies the intemperance of Parti- 
cular tongues, as to the General of the Party. Iam challenged 
by the Author of the Intereſt of England, to produce their Ati- 
035: and That's my next Immediate Buſineſs. 

The Presbyter has now the Chair, ſee how he manages his 
Greatneſs. None of that Tyranny ye found in Biſbops, I warrant 
Ve: no Groaning now under the Yoke of Anti-Chrift ; the intole- 
rable burthen Canonical Sub cription ; the Impoſitzon of Ceremonies 
properly Sacred ; the Injunttion of the hp” of Baptiſm; and that abo- 
minable1dol the Commen Prayer. 

Some words perhaps may flip unwarily, that might have been 
as well let — = = fog _ they _ no harm. 

 Suppeſe that ſome of this way were puilty of ſcme pro- 
_ an! ; - = forwardneſs, ſhou!d grave Par 4 and i 
no R ! art. Counſellors thereupen deſtroy the weak Party, or rather 

EA heal it ? Þ *lis indeed poſlible, that in the hear of a 
Refurmung and Spiritual zeal, they may have ler 
fall Speeches of holy Indignation againit the Op- 
poſers of the LORDS ORDINANCE. Bur 
have they ſh-w2d the:r difaftzctioneither to ® King | 
or Pailiament, by any thing deſcernable in their ourward 
ſ;proteriom, behaviour; have they controlled the Lew of the 
fr. Epife pal Land, or the juit Liberty of the People? 

- aan} If they have nx done all chis, th-re's a great 
4.2 V,.s failing both in our Stories, and our Memories. I 
LEW kavw *will be obj=c:20, ry Per;z;oned, and ina 


7 . 4 A 4 
f*» 1e3 1 , 


Þ. 13h term 
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about the 


fupplicant, and humble way, ſutable to the duty of good Sub- 
jotts Th 


ey did Petition ; and in this manner. 
27 of the Queen. ) 

May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, &C. That it may 
be Enatted, &C.----That the Book hereumto annexed,&C. 
Intituled, a Book of the form of Common Prayers, Ad- 
mmiſtration of Sacraments, &C. 4nd every 


The Reformers 
way of Petiti= 
01 uz . 


_ therein ccntained, may be frem henceferth autherized, put in ure, 


+ pr throughout all Yeur Majeſtics Dominions. 
I” 


rein they preſs upon the Nation their cn Form, Which 


would not yet allow of any Other. 

What they could nct get eſtabliſhed by Law, they ſet- 
tle yet by Pratlice, jad privately cgree upen a general 
js 2 TA to encreaſe the Party. But ſay tlicy thould 
be oppoſed ? 

Why then, have a fling at Evil Counſellors. If 
Her Majeſty give ear to ſuch Counſellurs, She may have 
cauſe one day to lament. Then they Remonſtrate,bow 
miſerably pocr men have been handled ; That Godly 
Mmiſters ng been brought befcre the Bars of Fuſtice; 
and that if this Perſecutien be nat previded for, # # the 
Caſe of many a thouſand in England : great troubles 
will come of it. 

This numerous Party will not wary frem it ſelf, &C. 
The minds of men are fix*d m this Opmion, and 
are not like to be reduced to the prattice of former times, 
Well faid I. C. vet. Thouſands ( ſays another ) do 
ſigh for this Diſcipline ; and ten thou/ands have ſought 
it. We do preteſt unto Your Majeſty, ( fay the Sup- 
plicators ) that we will be no longer /ubjefF wnts the 
Piſhops unlawful, and u/urped Authority, &c And 
another. The truth will prevei', ( tpeaking of the 
Diſcipline,) in ſpight of your recth, ( meaning the 
Biſhops ) and a! other Adver{aries of it. 

M the late Kings Declarati:n, concerning the Tu- 
mults m Scotland: this way of Petitioning is very 
frequent : and this is that my Friend hints, in fay- 


Holy Diſc: pine 
pag.100, 


Bancrofts 
dangerous Po- 


ſit. pag. 53. 


Ibid. pag. 56. 
Ibit. pag. 57. 
Intereſt of 
England, p.29. 
Ibid. 


Bancroft, pin. 
138. 


Ihid. 1. 
140. 


Intereſt of 
England, p.33. 


Ing, that the Presbyterians have never ceaſed: to ſollicite, and ſupplicace, 


&c. Put Werds draw no El:ed. 
"Tis true, bur fuch as theſe come very ncar it. 
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We Phanſie firit, deſefts in Government ; Then wee diſcourſe 
them; after That, we propoſe a Reformation, which, if reje- 
ted, we proceed to preſs it : the next ſtep is a Threat, and then 
a Blow. 

Where there are failings in Authorivy, *cis not for private Per- 
ſons to take publick notice of them. Whoever does that, would 
ffrike if he durſt. This is not meant of every flip, in common 
diſcourſe, either of Hear, or Inadvertency ; (yet that is very ill 
too ) but of deliberate Affronts; ſuch as proceed from a fornv'd 
Habit of Irreverence: and in that Caſe, I think *twere no hard 
meaſure, if he that ſets his hand to the Kings diſhonour, ſhould 
loſe his Head fort. 

Take it at worſt. Put caſe a Prince M-governs; yet we are 
ſure, that his Superior does not; and that reſpect we cannot pay 
to his Failmgs, we mult allow to his Commiſſion. From Words pro- 
ceed we now to Ations. 


 Presbyterian Practices toward their 


SOVEREIGN 


HE Presbyterian is no ſooner in the Saddle, but ( in the 

name of Reformation ) how the man Gallops ! Kings, Par- 

laments, Laws, and Liberties, Oaths, and Covenants are but as 
Feathers in his way. 

I ſhall not clog this Section with many Inſtances. The Tray- 
terous aCtings of the Conventicle at Glaſgow, in 1638: the horrid 
outrages that uſherd it, and the moſt deplorable conſequences 
that enſied upon it, contain enough to brand that Faction 
ro eternity. 

I ſhall the rather fix there, becauſe it brings the Caſe home ; 
and firſt, in regard that the Sch;/maticks of both Nations aCted by 
the ſame tye of Oath, and Intereſt. Next, as it is the Model, 
rhey have made the People Swear they would be damr'd by. 
Some of their many Infokencics are theſe. 


I. The 


G T 
' hobo © «2 
2 


_ IV. They deny the 
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L The... Aſſembly is either, from King or 
Parliament, m Matters Eeclefpaſtical. 

IL Is LOGS for Sabjefs to Covenant aud Combine 
without rhe King, and to entey into « Bond of mu- 
tual defence agent Him. 


7k 
Poſitions of 


the Conver= 
ticle at Glaſ- 


gow An. 1638. 


Ill. An Aſſembly may ebrogate Aits of Parliament, and diſcharge 
their fellow- ray ap: obedience 10 them, if they any way reflect 
s 


upon the buſineſs of the Church. 


gs right of Calling or Diſſoroing Aſſemblies, and 


continue to Sit and Att, natwithſtandng Hs Majeſties expreſs 

Order for their Diſſolution. ( See the Kings Declaration. ) 
Theſe Rebellious Proceedings are yer darkened by the tran- 
ſcending uſurpations that followed them. But here I am bound- 


ed; This only I may fay; 


Whoever has a mind to run the extremities of another 
War, and to fee another Xing murther'd, let him give his 
Vote for Presbytery. And here let every man look behind him, 


_ and lay his finger on his Mouth. 


As the Geneva Diſcipline is wjurious to Kimgs, 
and ſtated Laws, fo it is moſt ridiculouſly tyran- 
nous to the People. A preat uproar ariſing m Eden- 
burgh, about the making of a Robbin-hood, they 
the Conſiſtory, did excommunicate the whole Multitude, 
"Tis a ſtrange tenderneſs poſſeſſes theſe Saints. One 
of them. being to Chriſten a Child, brake off in the 
middle of the Aiticn, becauſe he would not call i 
Richard. 

I ſuppoſe no man knew this kind of Cattel bet- 
ter than King fames. I was perfected ( fays that 
learned Prince) by Puritans, wot from. my Rirth 
enly, but even ſince four Months before my Birth. And 
to Prince Hezry thus : E 


Take heed to fuch Puritans, very Peſts in 
the Church and Commonrweal, whom no deſerts 
can oblige, neither "Oaths cr Promiſes bind, 


Presbyters 
tyrannous to 
the People. 
Bancroft, pag. 


of 20. 


Presbyters 
perſecutors of 
king Fames. 
King 7ames 
his works. 
Pay. 395. 


Ibid. Paz. 
160, 


breathing nothing but Scdition, and Calumnies, aſpiri.x 
without meaſure, railing twithout reaſow;"and makirg their 
own imaginations ( without any warrant of the Verd ) tle 


ſquare of their Conſcience. 7 proteſt Lefore the great Gc FA 


+a; l 
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and fince I am here as upon my Teſtament, it 
is no place for me to lye in, that ye ſhall never 
The Antiqui- find with any Hons, or Border Thieves, 


ty of Phana- : : : ® 
AS greater ingratitude, and more lies and vile per 


juries , than with theſe Phanatick ſpritv. 
And I think every man may ſay as much that hath 
but known them. 

We are at length by Gods great mercy, delivered from thole 
Evangelical Impoſtors, and after all our wandrings brought once 
again into the Channel. We have our Prmce, our Laws, our 
Freedems, our Intereſt lies before us, and certainly we cannot be 
ſo mad, as now to daſh a ſecond time upon the fame Rock : Net 
they ſhal loſe nothing for want of offering at it. 

The Arguments of 1641. are ſet on foot again: The very 
ſame with Cartwrights, ( that Confiſtorian Patriarch, as 
rerms him) nay, they are advanced already beyond pleadimg of 
their Cauſe, to preſſing of it, by ſawcy Importunities, and perem- 
ptory threatnings. 

From what I have deliverd, it cannot be deny*d but their Po- 
ſitions are Deſtruftive to all Civil Governmem ; And for their 
Practices, the Story is written in Blood, 

This might ſuffice to end the Controverſie concerning Reaſon 
of State, for certainly a Faction ſo Principled, cannot with ſafety 
to the Publick be Incorporated into any Politick Conſtitution. 


But I ſhall add ſome further Reaſons, why by no means they are 
to be admitted. 


Reaſons « aw; a Party never td be gaiwd by Obligati- 
an 


againſt Coali= ons; this is mani om ther proceedings toward 
__ the late King, here. hr bow Fenderneſ fa 
ture coft bim his Life. And at th inſtant, that is- 
reclaimable ingratitude # yet more clear towards His Majeſty in being : 
whoſe unexampled Mercy, ſo much as lies in them, is converted to his 
__ and wn re 

2ly. They ground their claim upon the Equity of their Cauſe, which 
if allew'd, by the ſame Reaſon Fay may nef King as Ro did 
His Father. | 

3:V. Their Demands ere Erdleſs, ar well as Groundleſs, and i 
# not Prudentjat to grant any thing, to a Fattien that will be ſatisfied 
with nohirg. I ir but Giving ow @ Power to Take rhe Refs 


| Aly. They 
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aly. They Expoſtulate, and hat they get upon thoſe Terms, they 
look upon rather as a Submullion, than a Conceſſion. The wery 
manner of ther Addreſs has a ſpice of Mutiny m it, and they will 
hardly make an honeſt uſe of what they compaſs by diſhoneſt means. 

ply. It is not adviſable to encourage Tumultuary Combinations by Re- 
warding them. 

6ly. The Diſpute is not ſo much what their Conſciences wil! Bear, 
as what their (mportunties can Obtain : and to feel rhe Pulſe of the 
Supreme Authority. | 

In fine, it is a conteſt betzyixt the Law and a Faction, and a fair ſtep 
toward a New Rebehlion. 

So much for Reaſon of State. 

Now to the Fuſtice of their pretences. The .Qwerc is, 


Whether in Fuſtice or Reaſon of State the Presbyterian 
Party ſhould be Rejetted and Depreſſed, or Proteited and 
Incouraged. 


"Tis one thing what the Kimg may do in point of Fuftice, and 
another thing what the Presbyterians may demand upon that 
ſcore. 

There is a Juſtice of Conſcience, Honor, and of Prudence. 


By the Fir#: His Majeſty is ty'd up in common Fuftice of 
with the meaneſt of His Subjects. Thartis, if the Con/crence. 
King find himſelf in Conſcience bound to maintain 
Epiſcopacy in the ſtate he found it, ( Legally ſer- 
tled ) he is not free to alter it. 


In point of Hor : There's more Liberty, and Juſtice of 
whatever the King does in that Particular, is well Honor. 

done. But His Majeſty not having as yet declard 

himſelf; what do we know, how far even upon That Point he 
may concern himſelt to reject the Presbyterians Demands : Part- 
ly out of Reverence to His Royal Father ;-in part, our of a Prince- 
ly ſtritneſs to His own Dignity: and Partly out of a Generous 
tenderneſs toward his Ruin'd Party. 

Firſt, As to what may ſeem relating to His Majeſties Father. 
Thar which theſe People urge, is what the late 13,5 n2n- 
King choſe rather to Dye, than Grant : which in aj. p4g.239. 

His Eixdr Bei 1$ intimated in theſe words, 
I's 
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In theſe two points, the preſervation of eſt abliſhed Religion, and Laws, 
I may ( withua vanity) tern the reproach of my {foring! as to the 
Worlds cenſure, into the honor of a kind of Martyrdom, as to the Teſti 
mony of m; yn Conſcience, the troublers of my Kingdoms, having no- 
thing ;c objebt againſt me but this, that I prefer Religion, and Laws eſt a- 
bliſhed, before theſe alterations they propounded. 

Every word hath its weight, which fell from the Pen of that 
pious and judicious Prince. Nor can 1 overpaſs a caution of 
His learned Fathers; when I conſider the ſim of their propo- 
fals, which in effe&t is but a Condemnation of the late King, in 
the bold, and needleſs juſtification of Themſelves. Theſe are the 


words. 
o As for offences againſt your own Perſon and Autho- 
_ I pol rity, ſmce the fault concerneth your ſelf, Iremit 10 your 


own choice to Puniſh or Pardon therem as your Heart 
ſerveth you, and according to the circumſtances of the turn, and the 
quality of the Committer. 

Here would I alſo eike another Crime to be unpardonable, if T ſhould 
not be thought nr But the Fatherly love I bear you, will make 
me break the bounds of ſhame , ws 1, unto you. It # then, the 
falſe and unreveremt writing, or ſpeaking of malicicus men againſt your 
Parents and Predeceſſors. And a hittle further. 

It is a thing monſtrous to ſee a Man love the Child, and 
hate the Parents : as on the other part, the infaming and 
making edious of the Parents, is the ready way to bring the 
Son into contempt. And for conclufion of this point, 1 may 
alſo alledge my own experience : For beſides the judgments 
of God, that with my eyes I have ſeen fall upon all them that 
were chief Traytors to my Parents, I may juſtly affirm, 1 ne- 
ver found yet a conſtant biding by me in all my ſtraits, 
by any that were of perfect age in my Parents days, but 
only by ſuch as conſtantly bo by thetf ; / mean, /pe- 
cially by them, that ſerved the Queen My Mother ; for ſo 
that I diſcharge my Conſcience to 1ou, my Son, in revealing 
to Tou the Truth, I care not what any Traytor, or Treaſon- 
allower, think of it. 

Thus far His Majeſty may find Himſelf concern'd in Honor to- 
His Fathers Aſhes, now to his dying Counſels, 
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Take heed of Abetting any Fattions , or Applying to 
any publick Dir rien; is Matters of Relt & , Las — 
contrary to what is ps your TFudgment , and the Church Ig 
well ſetled. 

1 cannot yet learn that Leſſon, nor I hope Eiua Baor 

ever will you , that it is ſafe for a King to Wid. p. = 
gratifie any Fattion with the perturbation | 
of the Laws, in which i wrapt »p the publick Intereſt, and 
the Good of the Community. 
. What in effett do theſe Peovle now defire,but that his Majeſty 
would rather take their Counſel , than his Fathers? In the 
next Page, the King exprelles a more than ordinary Earneſt- 
neſs ; in theſe Words : 

My Counſel and Charge to you is , that you ſeriouſly con- 
fider the former real or objeted Miſcarriages, which might 
occaſion my Troubles, that you may avoid them. Ibid. 
2.40. | 

erein, his Maieſty is tacitly conjured againſt them ; ir being 
a moſt noterious Certainty , That the late King, [oſt both his 
Crow:: and Lite bpovergrar tine. The now-pretended Cauſe 
of the Quarrel was not mention'd till after the War was be- 
gun. The Colour of raifing an Army, being to _ 
fetch in Delinquents. Afrer which ( ſays his Ma- Eizay Ben- 
jeſty) among other leſſer Innovations, this chiefly was ***">P: _ 
wrged : the Abolition of Epiſcopal, and the Eſtabliſhment of Presby- 
terian Government. 

As to that Point of Imperial Honour, wherein his Majeſty may 
poſſibly concern himſelf more immediately : Ir is a high exceſs 
of Goodneſs to make his Favours Common,where they are look*d 


. Upon ſo Cheap, (as here ; Witneſs theſe daily new Tranſgreſſions 


ſince his moſt Gracious Pardon.) Some men (ſays __ 

the late King ) have that height, as to inter. 2-169. 
pret all fair Condeſcendings , as Arguments of Feebleneſs , 
and glory moſt in an unflexible Stiffneſs , when they ſee 
Others moſt ſupple, and inclinable to them. 

There remains yer a third Queſtion under this Head of Ho- 
nour; that 1s, How far his Majeſties Generoſity may extend it [elf 
m Favour, and Protettion of thoſe Perſons that have (erv/d him, through 
all extremities , till they have mthing left them beyond the hopes of 1o- 
nourable Epitaph, 

L 2 Thele 
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Theſe People have Conſciences too; a ſenſe of Duty and Reli- 
gion. They reverence the Epiſcopal Order , and®That , which 
through the Sides of Biſhops , was equally wounded, the Order 
of Kings. At laſt, thoſe that ſubwerted the Former , and uſurped 
the Latter, demand (1 think in reparation of their hazards ) a 
Presbyterian Government. In that particular, our Duty teaches 
us not to direct our Maſter ; only we take ſober Freedom to 
'anſiver our Accuſers ; and to profeſs to all the World, that thoſe 
who fought For King, and Biſhops, were in our Opinion ashoneſt 
Men art leaſt as they that fought Agam#t them. 

To his Majeſties Honowrable Contideration, I think ur this point 
we may claim a Right. We have ſutterd For and F/ith his Roy - 
al Father, and Himſelf ; and the main Juſtice of the Cauſe, be- 
rwixt the King, .and thoſe that ſerv'd him, is the ſame thing : fo 
that whoever ſtrikes at Us, wounds our Sovereign. 


Laitly, There is a. Fuſtice: of Pradence, wherein a man may. 


frame a thouſandReaſons againſt the Encouraging of the Preby- 
:&1ans: not ſpeculative, and aiery Notions, but cloſe, and pinch- 
ins Reaſons, grounded upon weighty Authority, and a never-fail- 
i 8 courle of long Experience (Yet not to dictate to his Majeſty, 
N whoſe Will we ſubmit our Reaſonings. ) | 

Firft, If their Deſires were Modeſt, the Mamer yet of pyomo- 
ting them, is too rude and poſitive ; they Preach and Prim their 
Grievances, Which is the way rather to itir a Fan, than allay 
a Scruple. Lord , (ſays Mr. Manton ) give us the Liberty of the 
Goſpel, before we go hence and be no more ſeen. As if Epiſcopacy were 
Paganiſm. *Tis dangerous to grant more , to thoſe that rake roo 
_ How do I reverence the Divine Spirit of his late Ma- 
jeiry + 

We The great Miſcarriage I think is, . that Popular Cla- 
_ , om mors and Fury had been allowed. the Reputation of 

tl. B09 Zeal, and the publick, Sence ; ſo that the Study to pleaſe 
ſome Parties hath mdeed imyjured all. 

And again, Take ſuch a Courſe as may either with Calmneſs and 
Charity quite remove the ſeeming Differences and Offences, by Impart;- 
ality ; or ſo order Afﬀairs m port of Power,” that youſhall not need to 
fear or flatter any Fattion; for if ever you ſtand in need of them, or 
muit ſtand to their Courteſic, you are undime : the Serpent will deveu? 
the Dove: you may never expett lifs of Loyalty, Fuſtice, or Humani- 
ty, than from theſe who engage mto Religious Rebellion ; their Intere#t 
uw always made God's , under . the Colours of Piety ; ambitions Policies 
march, 
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march , not only with the greate#t Security , but Applauſe ; as to the 
Pepulacy , you may hear from them Jacob's Voyce , but you ſhall feet 
they have Elaus Hands, Ibid. p. 236. 

To what Ihave faid, I ſhall be bold to add a Fuftice of Pre- 
portion; and thereupon, two Queſtions. 

I1.. Why ſhould the Preshyterians, a Small, Irregular Party, pre- 
tend to give the Law to the JuUpreme Authorit) , the Eſtabliſhed 
Conſtitution, and incomparably the greater Part of the Na- 
tion ? 

2. Why ſhould thoſe People , that with a more than Barba- 
rous Rigour prelgd the Covenant , Ejettmg, Sequettring, Impri- 
Joning ſuch as refuſed .to take it , and withour | 
Mercy or DiſtinCtion ; Thoſe that in Publick barr'd The on RINgS 
Non-Covenanters the Holy Communion in expreſs pots ns ng 
Terms with Adulterers , Slanderers and Blaſphemers, Scotland” A. 
afhirming in the Pulpit, That all tbe Non-Subſcribers Ibid. 
to the” Covenant , were Atheizts? Why ſhould (1 
fay ) thoſe People that with unlimited a Tyranny impoſed 
upon the Nation a Rebellious League , to the Engagement of 
their Souls in Taking it , their Liberties and Fortunes in Refuſing ? 
I ſay yet onee again, Why ſhould thoſe People now at lait de- 
mand an Intereſt in that Government , which Root and Branch 
they laboured to extirpate? Or with what Face can they pre- 
tend to a Right to an Authority, where , but by Mercy, they 
have,none to Life * (I ſpeak of theſe late Libellers, and their 
Abettors. ) 

Let me beunderſtood likewiſe by Presbyterians to intend thoſe 
of the Scottiſh Race, ro whom we are beholden for our Diſcipline. 
Thar FaCtion firſt advanced it ſelf by Popular Timmlt and Rebel- 
lion. Knox learned the Trick ont at Geneva , and brought it 
into Scotland : We had aur Agents too, that did as much for us; 
Theſe Fellows conferr'd Notes , ſet the Wheel going, and we 
were never perfectly quiet ſince. 

Upon the whole Matter aforegomg (in the Gentleman's- own 
words ) we firmly build this Poſition ; 

That the Presbyterian Party ought not, either in Ju- 
ftice ,* or Reaſon ,of State, 'in any wiſe to be Encouraged , 
but rather Pejefted; Neither ought" they to Be 'Proleted in 
any Inconformity to the Law , Jut rather totally Deprel- 


led. 
His 
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His Second Quzre is ſoon diſpatch'd, PI 


II. Q Whether the Presbyterian Party may be Protefled 
and Encouraged, and the Epiſcopal not Deſerted nor Diſ- 
oblig'd ? 


Firſt, many things are Poſſible, which are neither Fu## nor 
Rational ; and therefore it matiers not much to allow it the 
One , if F prove it not to be the Other. Imagine ſuch a Contem- 
peration of Epiſcopal, and Presbyterian Protences, 2s might attone 
their preſent Difagreements, yet where's the Kg ? The In- 
tereſt that's Prmncipal in-the Concern, is not ſo mnc'; as named in 
the Lueſftion. The Quarrel was about the Militia, not Lawn- 
ets and the Royal Party is to be taken in, as well as the 
Epiſcopal. ; 

Th. Truth of it is, This Gentleman does not find it conveni- 
ent at preſent to move an utter Extirpation of Eiſhops : but he 
propoſes That, which granted, would moſt infallibly produce 
it : A Conſociation forſooth, that for the better Credit of the Pro- 
ject, ſhall be called a Regulated Epiſcopacy ; which in good ho- 
neſt Engliſh is next door to a Tyramical Presbytery. In fine, 

The Epiſcopal Authority is Deſerted and Diſobliged by the admit- 
tance of a Presbyterian Competztion. 

Yet pardon me, I have found a way to reconcile them ; 
Make but theſe ſquabling Presbyterians Biſhops, and the Work's 
done ;, as Presbyters, they are Encouraged; and (1 dare fay ) not 
Diſobliged , as Biſhops. The Plague of it is, there's neither Fu- 
fice nor Reaſon of State fort, and ſo we are where we were a- 


gam. - 
We fhall make ſhort work too with his Third Queſtion; for 
in eftect it ſpells juſt nothing. 


ITT Qu, Whether the upholding of both Parties by a juſ 
and equal accommodation, be not in it felf more deſirable 
and more agreeable to the State of England, than the 
abſolute exalting of the one Party, and the total ſubver- 
fron of the other. 


I muſt 
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I mnſt needs take notice here of two Miſtakes, the one in pro- 


priety of Language, wx. the Upholding of - both Parties. One of 


thoſe Parties 1s not wp,and cannot be upheld. The other ſhifts the 


' Queſtion, and ſtates the Difference betwixt the EXALTATION «f 


the eneand the SUBVERSION ofthe other,when all that we deſire, 
is but to keep both where they were, without advancing or 
depreſſing either. | 

If they have any Title to the Intereſt they challenge, the 
fame had Cromwe! to the Crown. This Queſtion muſt be better 
ſtated before we think it worth an Anſwer. 


One Reflexion now upon the whole. 


Here's Exaltation ; and Subwerfion : but not a Syllable of To- 
tration , and what's the reaſon of all this? They are afraid 
that would be granted, and how ſhould they do then to pick a 
Quarrel ? Their way is never to be —_ in Con/czence, with 
what the King can give in Hoxour and Reaſon, ( His Sacred Maje- 
ſties Obſervation) A grand Maxime with them was |, 
always to ack ſomething , which in Reaſon and Honour -;,> py. 
wuſt be denied , that they might have ſome Colour to p. 170. 
tl all that was in other thmgs granted ; ſetting 
Peace at as high a rate as the worit Effetts of War. 1 have cited 
this already, bur every Line drawn by that hand deſerves to be 
repeated. 

To this, there is another End , that's common to the Gang , 
which is, to draw an Odium upon one Party, and a Compaſſion to- 
ward the other. And other End thanthis do I ſee none at all, in 
his Abſolute Exalting,and Total Subverſion. We Covet no Change, but 
defire the contrary. How little ſoever it may appear to our pur- 
poſe, *tis very much to thems, to have the People underſtand 
by Abſolute Exaltmg, the dangerous, and intolerable Pride of Bi- 
ſhops ; and by their Toral Subverſion, on the other ſide, how fad- 
ly the World goes with the Profei/ors of the Goſpel. 

Theſe trivial Appearances have more weight than commonly 
the World imagines: Tis nut ſo much ( as Hocker fays)) how 
ſmall the Spark s that flyeth up, as how apt things about it are to take 
fre. Their Bufine's is to ſtir the AﬀeCtions of the Common Peo- 
ple, which muſt be done by Means and Ways, to wiſe men, in 
—_— ridiculows,, but in their Applications, of moſt deſperate 


Lſpeak 
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I ſpeak in earneſt, that very Tone they uſe in Preaching; that 
Fellow-feeling-Tone ( as they would have it underitood) is, I be- 
lieve, of great uſe to their Buſineſs. I have obſerved the Groans 


that follow?d the Abi-mees ; and beyond doubt thoſe ſhuveling * 


AﬀeCtations are not without their Benefit. That*tis a forc'd and 
acted Paſſion, is evident in this; they almoſt all of them ule the 
ſame Emphaſis. | 

I wouldinot for my Hand! let fall a Syllable that ſhould caſt a 
Scandal upon that Holy Ordinance : and with my Soul I reve- 
rence the Grave and Pious Clergy. We cannot attribute enough 
to God, atſume too little to our telves : We cannot be too much 
afflicted for our Sins, nor too ſenſible of our own unworthineſs : 
yet I ſuppoſe a fit Chriſtian Sorrow may be contained within 
ſach Terms as to reach Heaven, without diſturbing the Congre- 
gatim. To come to a Charch-door, and hear an Out-Cry, as 
if a man were cutting for the Stone; and what's all this, but an 
afflicted Paſtor mourning for thoſe heavy Judgments that hang 
over the Land becauſe of Common Prayer ; and then the Siſters 
Groan fo ruthfully, yowd ſwear five hundred Women were in 
Labour. Away with theſe Oftentations of Holineſs ——but firſt 
away with the Diſcourſe of them. 

I muſt confeſs the Gentleman hath offered fair; and more 1 
doubt than he can undertake for, were it accepted. What if 
Six Presbyterians of Seven , renounce his Mederation , and fay, he 
treated without Commiſſion; where's his Pacifick Coalition then ? 
'Tis for a Parity they ſtruggle ; which when they have got, they 
ſhall as much conteſt among themſelves to cruth again, as ever 
they did to introduce. Juſt thus was the King treated; He was 
to Rule in Con/cciation too, by the Advice of his Presbyters, And 
what came ont? The Factions interfer'd, the Change went 
round the Circle ; and at long length , in the place of a moſt 
Gracias Prmce, up-{tarts a moſt Tyranmical Protettor. 

And yet I verily think, a Way may be found out to work up- 
onthele People : Let the King ſettle their ſtrict Form of Diſci- 
P.ne, fill the Presbyteries with Epiſcopal Divines, and Elders 
of his own Party, I verily believe theſe very men would be as 
hot for Biſhops. I cannot comprehend the Temper of that Sa- 
crilegious Tenderneſs that makes men Dige#t Biſhops Lands, and 
yet torſooth they cannot Swallow their Sleeves. 

Only this Word. Some of the Authors Ihave quoted for Epiſ- 
eopacy ( to deal lincerely) may be as well produced againſt I: 

For 
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For That, let them look to't, I am Innocent, and my Cauſe 
clearer for it: They found it for their Intereſt to engage their 
Diſciples in many Opinions, which for their Honour they would 
not undertake to detend againſt their Equals. 


Should end here, were I not drawn beyond my purpoſe, by 

a Second Part, from the ſame Hand ; which ſhould not yet 
divert me from my firſt Intention, could I but fave my ſelf, in 
letting it abſolutely alone. By the Formalities of Title and Cor- 
nexjon, it ſeems related to the Former part, further than by 
ſome paſſages in the Treatiſe it appears to be : whereof ſome 
few Iam concerned to Examine, and I ſhall ſhorten even thar 
little I intended, as much as poſlible. He Calls it 


A Deliberative Diſcourſe, 
PROVING 


That it is not agreeable to ſound Reaſon to prefer the Con- 
trafted and Dividing Intereſt of one Party , before the 
general Intereſt of Proteſtantiſm, and of the whole King- 
om of England, i» which the Epiſcopal and Presbyte- 
rian Parties may be happily United. 


. We are agreed in all but in the Main ; and as to That, I have 
already ſhewed, that in the Subje&t of our Difference, the 
Presbyterian Party, (that is, the Kirk Party) is divided from the 
Proteſtant : So that unleſs it can be made our, by che Judgment 
of the Reformed Churches, that Prelacy is Anti-chriſtian, and that 
Inſtituted — Unlawful ; the Author of this Deliberation 
overthrows himſelf by his own Argument, of preferring the Ge- 
neral Intereſt of Proteſtantiſm, before the Contratted, and Droidmg 
Intereft of one Party. We ſhould not take in Diſcipline with- 
in the Pale of Relig:on, but againſt that Party , which reckons it 
an Eſſential Mark of the Church. And let them take their Choice, 
whether it ſhall be accompted among things different, and Ne- 
ceſſary : If the Former, Obey the Impoſiticn ; if the Latter, let them 
produce their Authority. 

If the Foundation be miſlay*d, the Building will hardly ſtand ; 
or, Which is worſe, it falls upon the Bri/der. 

He ſayes, his Aim is Unity , aud truly fo is mine : but Unity in 
ſuch a Compoſition will never ſet us right. Two may agree in 
the 
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the ſame point of Verity ; but then that Truth muſt , for it 
ſelf, be entertain'd, without conſidering one another. If about 
any thing Material we differ, fly to the Fudge of Truth , the 
Scriptures and the Church ; it about Lef, and Common Matters, 
go to the Rule of Duty (in ſuch Caſes ) the ſetled Law. But I 
forget my elf, 

It mu#t needs be (ſays the Deliberator) the Wiſdem of this State to 
ſmother all dividing Fagan to aboliſh all partial Intereſts, that 
the common Intereſt of Erigland may be aloneexalted, pag. 14- 


The beſt Rule I hope he does not mean , by State, the Keepers 
ons ereſt r5 of the Liberties ; if the Supreme Authority of chis - 
WO mats tion, as i is Legally Veſted inthe King, the Man- 
has kilPd himſelf. What are Dividing Fa#:ons, but ſuch Parties 
as ſtert from that Common Rule, the Law, which every State 
is bound upon a Principle of Policy,and Honour to preſerve Sacred, 
and Inviolable. 

The Law is but the Wiſdom treaſiired up of many Ages; only an 
amalle of all thoſe lights which long Experience, ſtrict ſearch and 
Induſtry ; and many Conſultations of great Stateſmen, have given 
to the Diſcovery of our true Intereſt. Great Reaſon is there to 
Approve fo great Authority : and as great ſhame it were not to 
avow what we our ſelves have done ; ( The Law being but an 
Univerſal Vote ) beſides the penalty of Diſobedience. How Mad 


then, how Igneble, and how Deſperate ſhall we eſteem that FaCtion, . 


that breaks through all theſe Bonds of Reverence, Honowr and 
Prudential Security to force that SanCtuarie, wherein as Chriſtians, 
and as Men we have repoſed, Firſt, the protection of our Religion ; 
and Then the Arbitration of our Lives and —_— 

From ſuch Dividers, Heaven de/zver us, firlf, and then preſerve 
us. 

All Enterpriſes ( ſays our Author very rationally ) that have 
their beginning in Judgment, and not in paſſicn, are diretted to a certain 
end jet up as a mark, and that end is no: a buſme's at revers ; but ſeme 
particular ſtedaze iſſue of things certainly or probably apprehended and ex- 
pected : Wherfere let wiſe Men conſider the mark, whereat they level, 
and to what Iſſue and ſtate of things their Afticms tend. Pag. 36. 
Moſt certain tis, Without that mark men go they know not 
whither , Fr#t , the End ; then , the Way ; is (I ſuppoſe ) the 
Common Method of all Wiſe Me : and his advice to ſuch, to 
lyvoOk before them , might have been ſpared , they would have 
don't 
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don't without it. . Now to his Buſineſs : Bur firſt Pll clear the 
Way to*t. The 2ueſtion is, ; 

Whether the forenting of theſe Diſcords (viz. in Matters of Diſ- 
cipline ) do not proceed from a Carnal Deſign? And he debates 
the Matter with the Epiſcopalians, Pag. 33. Here is a Numerous 
Party, not of the Dregs and Refuſe of the Nation, but of the Fudici- 
ons and Serious Part thereof : What will they do with them ? and bow 
wi'l they order the Matter concerning them ? Would they deſtroy them ? 
I ſolemnly profeſs that I abhor to think ſo by the Generality of the Epil- 
Ccopal Perſwaſion : I would diſdain to mention ſuch an unreaſonable 
Impiety, were it not to ſhew the inconſiderate and abſurd Proceedings of 
an unalterable Oppoſition, as that it cannot drive to any formed End 
and Iſſue. That Proteſtants ſhould _ Proteſt ants , for diſſenting in 
the point of Ceremonies, and ſole Turisdiftion f Biſhops, # jo dreadful 
a wiolation of Charity and commar: Honeſty , that it 1s a moſt unchart- 
table and diſhoneſt thing to ſuppoſe 1 them. What then * would 
they bear them , or keep them under batd Conditions ? Shall all 
Perſons that cannot yield exact Obedience to Eccleſiaſtical Injunttions , 
concerning all the Parts of the Liturgy, and Ceremonies, be _ 
and deprroed as formerly? Shall Mmiſters of this Fudgment be caſt 
and kept out of Eccleſiaſtical Preferment and Employment ? Shall all 
private Conferences of Godly, Peaceable c_—_ for mutual Edifica- 
tion, be held unlawful Conventicles ? It hath been thought by wiſe men 
to be againſt the Rules of Government, to hold under @ rigid Ycke a 

free People , of ſuch a Number and Quality, and intermingled in all 
Eftates and Ranks, and intimately conjoyned with all Parts of tbe 
Body Politique, that it is almo#t impoſſible to exclude their Ingereſt from 
a conſiderable Share in Publick Atttons. » 

We are fo oftefftold of this Fudicions, ſerious Party, pray let's 
allow them © be a Company of very fine Gentlemen, and mind 
our buſineſs. I think he ſays they are numerous too. So were 
the Frogs that came mto the Kimg*s Chamber : and what of that ? 

In good truth, alrogether, it is a very pretty Anagram of Se- 
dition. If it wants any ſingle Circumitances that's needful to 
procure a Tumult, I am exceedingly miſtaken. 

Mark it ; heres Number, Condutt, and Pretence of Right, to 
Embolden, and to Fix the Multitude : Then , to Preweke, and 
Heighten them, old Sores are rub'd up ; they are minded how 
they were uſed fo long ago ; and hinted yet of worſe behind, if 
they have not a care betimes. What is all this to fay, bur, 


M 2 Gent! emen, 
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Gentlemen, you remember how it was with you formerly; 
if you have a mind to have any mare on t,ſo. But things are 
well enough yet ; for be confident, you have thoſe will ſtand 
by you , that know what to do, and enough to make their 
hearts oke. Why 'tis againſt all Bute of Government, to put 
this yoke upon a Free People. 

If the Author be within hearing, he ſhould do well to be his 
own Expoſitor. In the mean wlule compare we the Gloſs with 
the Text. 

He ſpeaks now in his own words, which the Reader may 
find by conferring them with the entire matter of the laſt Quo- 
ration, to be extracted with ſtrict juſtice to his meaning. 

Here is ((ays he) a numerors Party, of the judicious and ſerious 
part of the Natjon: what will they (the Epiſcopalians ) do with 
them ? &C. would they deſtroy them ? &C. I ſolemmly profeſs, that I 
abhor to think ſo of the generality of the Epiſcopal perſwaſion, 8c. ſhall 
they be ſuſpended, and Eorived as formerly ? foal all private conferences 
of Godly, peaceable Chriſtians, for mutual Edification be held unlawfull 
Conventicles ? It hath been thought by wiſe men to be againſt the Rules 
of Government to hold under a rigid yoke a Free People of ſuch a. Num- 
ver, and Quality. 

This is cutting of a Mans Throat with a. Whetſtone. Truly 
_—_— his faving- would found very well from this Gen- 

eman. 


: Fungor wice Cotis, acutum 
' Reddere que ferrum wvalet, exors ipſa ſecundi, 


My Office is to }/het, not Car. 


To tye him up now to his own Philoſophy, which is, ( accord» 
ing to his fore-alledged Poſition) that all Rational Enterprizes pro- 
Poſe ſome certain end, unto which end, all wiſe men conform their med:- 
a'e Attions. If it be fo, ( as we are agreed uponit ) then by that 
very reaſbn which directs him rochuſe the means, are we enabled 
likewiſe to gueſs the end. 
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His End he faysis Peace; and in this Treatiſe he hath chalk'd 
his way to't, He's a wiſe man, and certainly proceeds in order to 
the Mark he levels at. Let him be judged by his own Rule. 

To mind the peeviſh, of old Grievances, and in Wy 
ſo doing to tranſport the honeſt with a juſt ſenſe 7' or 
of new indignities ; Is this the way of Peace ? making Peace. 

To break a Solemn Law, that Law that ſaved 
the Breakers of it ; to abuſe the Mercy of that Prince that made 
it: and to traduce the Government of his Father, whom they 
themſelves deitroy'd ; and which is worſe, to juſtite all-this ; 
I; this the way of Peace ? 

To: ſtartle the mad brutiſh Rabble with dangerous apprehen- 
ſions ; to lay the juſtice of their cauſe before them, and when 
they are ripe for miſchief, to ſhew them Men, and Arms, —— 
Is this the way of Peace? Then let me learn which is the way 
of Tumult. 

Shall Proteſtants deſtroy Proteſtants, ( fays he) for diſenting in the 
point of Ceremnies? No, but the Law ſhall deſtroy Subjects, tor 
attempting to Rule their Governors, 

Touching their Conventicles, fince they fall in my way, I think 
of them, as of the Painter's Bad God, that made a Good Dewi! : 
I take them tobe none of the beſt Churches, but for ought I know,, 
they may make excellent I beg only to obſerve now the 
equity of theſe good” Folks. 

Is it for the ſervice of Chriſt, and the encreaſe of his Kingdem the 
Church, that ſo many able Divines ſhould be debarred theuſe of the Liyds 
Talents, that ſo many laborious Mmif#ters ſhould fit ſtill mn ſilence ;, that: 
when Chriſt teacheth :s to pra that the Lord would thruſt forth Labour- 
ers imto his Harveſt, thoſe | de ſhould be thruſt cut of his Harweſt ? 
Surely this weuld make 8 cry in the ears of the Lird of the Haryeſt. 
Pag. 31. 

Do none of the Woes inthe Goſpel belong to this talker of it ? 
The ſervice of God went merrily on, in the Therowgh-Refermation ; 
did it not ? Whennot a Miniſter kept his living but to the hazzard 
of his Soul; and in ſeveral places,(where the allowance was fmall) 
neither Sacrament nor Sermon, for divers years together. Bur in 
thoſe days, the Covenant kepr allin gocd Ordcr. : 

With what a monſtrous confidence does this man preſs a Text, 
which the whole Nation knows it is clear againit him ! And all in 
Scripture phraſe foriooth : Ne ſine form4 tantum [cel::s far, for the 
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dim-Cooks do their pickled Barbaries : they garniſh with it. It 
ſerves for every thing : I know not how it is, but they do't, be- 
cauſe they find the Women like it. When the Epiſcopal, and Loy- 
al Clergy, their Wives, Children, and Families were ſwept entirely 
away by that SCOTCH PLAGUE the COVENANT ; That 
made no cry ſure i the ears of the Lord of the Harveſt. Let the 
great Judge of all the world determine it. : 

If the nrgle& of Brotherly Pacification bold on, and the Hierarchy 
reſolve upon their own advancement to the higheſt pitch, one may well 
conclude, that they make a full reckoning to wear out the Presbyterians, 
and to ſwallow up their Intereft, concerving they are able to fel tt by 


degrees ; and that greater changes than theſe have been wrought with \, 


out much ado. Pag. 39. 
Let but the meaneſt Soul alive now judge of theſe mens Con- 
ſciences! ( I ſpeak of thoſe that tumulr ſince the A# of Pardon) 
As deepa forfeiture as ever was made by mortals, the King hath 
remitted to them. They have colt the Nation more than they 
have left it worth, beſide the Blood, the Grief, and Deſolation they 
they have brought upon it. This notwithſtanding, they have at 
this inſtant the ſelf-ſame Intereſt they ever had, as to Freedom, and 
Safety, and otherwiſe more : They keep what they have got ; beg, 
and get more; and ate not yet cortent unieſs they Govern 
roo. Butthis is but another Alarm, as who ſhould ſay, Look to 
your ſelves my ers ; loſe not an Inch, for if you do, they*l do 
your Buſineſs wp ce 

By and by, among other concurring advantages, to the great 
Changes Queen Elizabezh wrought in Religion ; he reckons this 
for one. 

Popery (lays he ) being in ſubſtance a Religion contrary to what 
was publickly profeſſed, had no advantage + ag encreaſe by publick 
Preachmg, or Books, publickly allowed. Pag. 4.2. 

Nothing more Certain, than that the Freedom of the Preſs 
and Pulpit, 1s ſufficient to embroyl the beſt ordered Government 
in the World. 

All Governments have their Diſorders and their Male-contents : 
The oe makes uſe of the other, and here's the ground of all Re- 
bellions. Some Real faults are firſt found and laid open to the 
People, which, if in matter of popular Freedom, or Religion ; 
ſo much the ſtronger 1s the Impreſſion ; the vulgar being natu- 
rally ſtubborn, and Superſtitions. Bring it to this, a very little 
induſtry carries it on at pleaſure. They ſhall believe impoſlibi- 
ties, 
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lities, ACt eagerly, they know not what, nor why ; and while 
they reach at Liberty graſp their own Ferrers, Their unhappinets 
is, they can better Phanſie a Government without any faults, than 
brook one that hath ſome. Add but to this diltemper, Licentious 
Pamphlets, and Seditious Sermons, the world ſhall never keep 
that People quiet. 

Wherefore, ſince on all hands it is agreed, that Prowang, and 
Preaching in oppoſition to a publick eſtabliſhment, are of to dan- 
gerous conſequence, by the force of the Gentlemans own Rule 
we ought to hear no more of their Diſcipline from the Preſs or 
Pulpit. Obſerve his next Coherence. 

There are now in England thouſands of Miniſters diſſatisfied in the 
Hierarchy and Ceremonies, who are all competently and many of 
them eminently learned. They are not generally of light ſpirits, but [ted- 
dy and well reſolved, and tenderly affefied touching their [piritual li- 
berties. Pag. 42. p 

Take notice tirſt, how many, and how reſolute they are. Thar 
is, take notice agam, for we have had it exceeding often. His 
Reſolute thouſands make me think of the Tribes repairing to Da- 
wid. But they are dillatisfy*d he ſays: it may be*ris becauſe they 
are not Biſhops : Yet truly if they be ſo well reſolved, methinks 
they ſhould not be diſlatisfy*d with that they cannot help. Pl} 
ask but two Queſtions, and I have done. 

IT. Are any of thoſe tender-Conſcienc*d theuſands, that are (0 ten- 
derly affefted toward ſpiritual Liberties, thoſe Presbyterians that denied 
the Kimg the freedom of His own Chaplains ? 

2. Had any of theſe eminently learned thouſands a hand in,the A( 
ſemblys Letter to the Reformed Churches of France, the Low-Coun- 
tries, @c.— ( as great a Schiſm in Learning, as the other was in 
Religim ) He comes new to the point mdeed. 

Commenly ( ſays he ) thoſe People who. try all Deflrmes by Scri- 
pture, and are ſwayed more by its Authority, than by the Ordinances and 
Cuſtoms of Mn, do much heſitate and ſtagger concerning the (ole {u- 
resdiction of Biſhops, the Pomp of the Hierarchy, and Sacred Myſt i- 
cal Ceremonies of Humane Inſti-utim. nl therefore let the Epi copal 
Party never look te be rid of theſe Difficulties, till they remove the Mat- 
ter m Queſtion, wheveat a knowing People ave always ready ts ſtum- 
ble, pag. 43. 

Well ! ſince the Gentlemen will have it fo, grant, for Dif- 
patch, the thing he prel/25s; to wit , that they do Heſttate and 
Stagger. Tis hard, that when upon a private Sezrch, the Que- 
{ta 
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ſtion hangs in Ballance , -the caſting in the Authority of the 
Church, and the great weight of Chriſtian Charity, ſhould not 
be yet enough to turn the Scale. He that Doubts, Sims ; will not 
excuſe that man, who, becauſe he thinks he ſtands , refuſes to take 
heed of fallimg. 

Bur let hum Doubt, nay more, let him Reſolve ; all is but for 
Him/«f itill, not for Me. When he comes once to muſter up his 
Thouſands, andtaiks of Parties, his Plea of Conſcience 1s gone, 
and doubtlefs, theſe violent and publick Sticklers for the Scru- 
pulous ( that is, in ſuch and ſuch Particulars) are the greateſt 
Enemies they have. It caſts a Scandal npon the very Cauſe of 
Conſcience , when thoſe who evidently want it in them- 
ſelves, piead for it in others. Upon this Subject , exceedingly 
well ſays Mr. Lloyd, in a late Treatiſe of Primitive Epiſcopacy, 
Pag. 8o. It becomes not good men to cenſure us for uſing thoſe Rites 
and Cereminies, which we are perſwaded not to be prohibited by Gods 
Law, and both they and we £2 ſurely know to be commanded to be 
uſed, by Man's Law duly made, which is God's Ordinance, to which 
e muſt be ſubject for Conſcience [ake. And a little after,—ff an 
will attempt to be Authors of Combinations, to extort, by ſhew of Mad. 
titudes, and by Tumult:, the Alteration or Abrogation of any part of 
the Eſtabliſhed Laws , Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, they will thereby evi- 
dently manifeſt themſelves to be but meer Pretenders to a Tender Conſci- 
ence, and Power of Godlineſs; for they that labour to extort a part, if 
they prevail, muſt have the whole in their power. And can they that 
attempt ſo great Robbery, love God, and the Power of Godlime(ſ? By 
this curſed Fruit we know theſe to be moſt wile Hypocrites Now to 
our Adverſary. 

The Genoa deſires to clear the Presbyter;ans of being no 
Phanaticks ; and we'll give him the hearing. 

It s ſaid that the Presbyterians promoted the King's Return, not 
out of good will to Hus Majef, or a love of Order and Unity, but out 
of ear f being deſtroy'd by the Phanaticks, Pag. 54. To this I ſhall 

ay little , but that I believe there was more it than ſo. Let 
him argue npon It. 

The pretended Reaſon of their Inſmcerity, ſeems to me to add much to 
their Reputation m that behalf : For if the Phanaticks would deſtroy 
them, it 1smanifeſt that they are none of them. Phanaticks would nt 
deftroy themſelves willingly. The ſeveral warieus Setts will wrangle 
with each other m Verbal Conte#ts ; but they never knowingly plotted, or 
banded aggin;t each ather upon the account of their different Opinions, 

but 
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but did all unite in one common Principle of pretended Liberty of Conſci- 
ence, and in one Common Cauſe of Univerſal Toleration, Ibid. 

A pleaſant Reaſoning! A man would think Chriſt;anity as ſtrong 
a Tie as Phanaticiſm; and yet we ſee Chriitians deſtroy one ano- 
ther. But come tothe Point. What's more familiar , than for 
a couple of Curs to hunt the fame Hare, and when they have 
catch'd her, worry one another for the Quarry ? Pll cell this 
Gentleman a thing now , ſhall make him take me for a Conju- 
rer : Pll cell him the true Reaſon why thoſe Presbyterians help*d 
his Majeſty in, that are not Quiet now they have him : Not for 
fear of the Phanaticks; he made that Objection himſelf, for 
ought I know: But here *tis ; ( ſtill ſaving to my ſelf the Free- 
dom of my interpreting my own Words. ) 


7 ſpeak only of thoſe Presbyterians that (ince Fs Ma- 
jeſties happy Return, are yet fomenting of new Troubles. 


The Presbyterian Faction have been ever con- ' The Prezbyte- 

ſtant to the Rule and Method of doing their own 1475 do ma 
Buſineſs in the King's Name ; and this went far 9" bo iew's 
with the ſimple and well-meaning People ; but let yame. 
not any man believe this Intereſt did their Work. 
The ruin of his bleſſed Majeſty, was that unhappy Agreement 
with the Covenanters in 1639. after fo horrid an expence of 
Tyme and Money, as gave the greateſt benefit Imaginable, to their 
Intereſt, and an equal diſadvantage to his Own. The King by 
this expence being grown Poor ; and They Strong by the Delay, 
was more and more oppreſled, till at the laſt the Field was 
Cclear'd : He and his Party in appearance Loſt. 

What did theſe great Pretenders then for the good of King and 
Church, but ſhare the Booty, and exerciſe a Power themſelves ten 
thouſand times more Turkiſh than ever they called That they 
had aboliſhed ? What hindered then the Settlement of this Nation 
upon its Legal Baſis, ( as they phraſe it ) if the good People had 
bur had a mind to it ? Who kept the King from kis Parliament ? 
Or was he ever nam'd ? but with relation to the Loſs of Right 
as well as Power. | 

Well, but at laſt, theſe people take their turns too, and then 
the King's a Gracious Prince again. Theſe FaCtions are of kin 
to Montaignes Family, where the Son beats the Father from ge- 
neration to generation. Now we come near our purpole. 


E N Look 
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Look back into the Scorch defeat in 1648. Not any thing 
more clear ſure, than that the Prezbyrerian Panty, would they 
bur frankly have cloſed with the Kings Tryed Friends in that En- 
gagement; without a Miracle, they muſt have carned it. Thoſe 
Few they had, did well nigh all that was conſiderable in the * 
Adftion. - 

See afterward,in go, and fr. how dirtily upon this very aCc- 
compt, the Presbyterian Crew treated his Majeſty : and look quite 
through their Interregnum ; they have obſerved the ſame indiſpo- 
ſition of nniting with the Kings Party, but ſtill ſhaking the 
Head, with an Alaſs pcor Gentleman ! at the mention of our per- 
ſecuted Soveraign. Not to inſiſt upon Particulars ; They never 
would joyn with Us to help His Majeſty , we never refuſed 
with :hems, Now comes the Myſterie of the Reſerve. Say they, 

If we can order Matters fo as to get the Kings Perſe in the 
head of us, and keep out his Party. Their hands are ty'd by a 
Principle of Duty ; Our Power is enlarged upon an Intereſt of 
favour, and we can play our Gameat pleaſire. That is, Wee'l 
not forget to mind him of his Reſtorers, and now and then a 
Whiſper, how Debaucht the Gentry*'s grown : how unfit 
this man is for Truſt, that for Temper, and a Third for Condwu&. 

We may then propoſe the naming of Officers, and we're to 
blame if we forget our ſelves. 'By theſe Degrees and ways Time 
and a little Patience will wear them our ; or if it were nothing 
elſe, the very Poverty we have reduc'd them to, wonld make 
them ſoon Contemprible. 

Whereas ſhould we but offer once a General agreement with 
that Party, our Deſigns ſpoyPd, for they'll be more than 
we ſhall well know how to maſter. No, no, that muſt not be. 
Our Intereſt lyes to take in juſt ſo many, as-when they have 
done our Work, we may be able to turn out again. So much 
for Thar. 

This is the very Soul of the rigid Presbyterians. Where is our 
Charity and Regard ( they cry ) to publick tranquillity , if we rejeft 
the ſure and Ks means of Concord, Pag. 60. He ſhould have rather 
faid, where is our Providence. if we admit 4o ſure an Introduttion 

to-Confuſion. To comp!y with one Importunity of this nature, 
s to Authorize, and encourage more, and to pleaſe all, is to- 
tally Impoſſible. 

The Canons ſtick in his Stomack notably,they force too much, 
ard bring in Popery. Shall not the Laity be allow'd to ſearch the Scri- 
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ptures , nor try the Defirines delivered, but acquieſce in what their 
Teachers ſay, without the exerciſe of their own Reaſoning, or Tudg- 
ment of Diſcretion ? Pag. 61. 

Yes , let them ſearch the Scriptures, as their Teacher may the 
Laws; yetby their Leave, the Church, and Bench muſt interpret 
them. What Difference is there betwixt King fame's Phanaticks, 
and King Charles, fave that they aſcribe one and the ſame Ef- 
felt to ſeveral Cauſes ; both claiming equal Certainty ; the One, 
from his Judgment of Diſcretion : the Orher , from Divine Impulſe ? 
What Work ſhall we have when every Taylor ſhall with his 
Tudgment of Diſcretion cut out his own Diſcipline, and ſet it up 
for a Faſhion. When theſe Men and their Bibles are alone together, 
( as Hooker ſays) what Phrenſies do they call DireCftions of the 
Spifit ? He comes now to the Politicks. 

It is @ chief point of knowledge in thoſe whoſe work it is to mould and 
manage a Nation according to any order of things, to underſtand what 
is the temper of the people what Principles poſſeſs and govern them, or 
conſiderable Parties of them, and to what paſſe things are already brought 
among them, Pag. 62. 

The more a Prince conſiders this,the leſs will he afford a Scotiz'd 
Engliſh Presbyterian. By Temper he's Ambitious ; and Unthankfut ; 
ever Craving ; and never Full: Goverr'd by Principles Inſociable, 
and Cruel, He rates his Party, his Piety, and his Kindneſs 
twenty times greater then they are, and rather than confeſs that 
he is out in his Reconing , he ſhall face any other man down 
that Ore, on the wrong fide of a Cipher is 1000. 

Laſtly, in Conſidering to what paſs things. are brought among 
them , he will bethink himſelf likewiſe how they came to be ſo. 

A State may probably root out ſuch Opinions as it conceives to be 
heterodox and incornryenient , by nſmg great ſeverity in the beginning, 
when the Opinions are but newly [owed in mens minds, and the People 
are of ſuch a nature, as to abhor dangers , and aim to live ſecurely , 
and when the Nation in general is devoted to the ancient cuſtom of their 
Fore-fathers. But the ſame courſe may not be taken when the Opinions 
have been deeply rooted and far li cad, by l, ng continuance, in a Nation 
of a free ſpirit, and zealous ; and the generalitie of thoſe, that in a Laws 
ſence are called Cives, do not deteft them, Pag. 63. 

Traly in this Cafe, if Heterodox Ojinicns cannot be rooted out, 
the Mey that publiquely maintain them muſt : and the rather, if 
they be free, and jealous : for there's the more danger in their 
further Progrefs. Eſpecially if ſich Opinions preicribe from the 
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ſucceſs of Treaſon. For There , even in matters of themſelves 
very Allowable, I would not leave the leaſt mark of an ap- 
probation. It gives too great an honour to Rebellion. Provided 
always that I act at Liberty, and free from Pre-ingagements. 

Where there is ſucha Real Cauſe of Fear, as is here fſhadow'd 
to us ; That Prince that loves his Empire , or his Honour , muſt 
ſtruggle with it betimes : Safety or Pleaſure, ſucha people perhaps 
will be content to allow in exchange for ſovereignty :- But for 
che reſt, that Prince is loſt that puts himſelf on the Asking 
ſide. 

It never fayls , this Rule : when ſubjes earneſtly preſs for more 
than they ought, they aym at mare yet than they ack. They are al- 
ready paſt their Duty, and ſhort of their Ambition. 

In ſuch a Caſe , as This , Rigour is the only Remedy : great 
Aptneſs to forgive is entertain'd with: greater Proneneſle to of- 
fend. 

Let it be thought upon ; if any Danger, where it lies. Not 
in the bare Conceit of Phancy, or Diſlike, for or againſt the 
Matter im Diſpute, but in the means that give Form, Growth, 
and Strength, to thoſe unquiet Motions ; and. that aſſemble thoſe 
Looſe ſcatter*d Sparks into one Flame. 

Theſe Inſtruments are Mercenary Pulpit-mex, and Scriblers ;, 

*tis but removing them, and the Danger's over. 
Leaſt he ſhould ſeem to want a Colour for theſe Freedoms , he 
tells ns, that The preſent Age being more on all ſorts affefF a 
greater Liberty of Tudgment and Diſcourſe,than hath been uſed in Former 
tymes, Pag. 6F. 

This we obſervd ,. but did not till now impute it to Diſcretion; 
Suppoſe they ſhould grow more and more Diſcerning, and their 
Deſires of Liberty grow too ; would not theſe People ſoon grow 
Wiſe enough to Govern, that are already grown too good to. 
Obey ? ”Tis dangerous truſting of them ; yet he aſſures us other- 

wiſe. 

This Kingdom after the removing of foundationsjs by a marvellous turn 
re-eſtabliſhed upon its ancient baſis. And werily that which hath wrought 
the change ill ſettle it ; that which hath brought ſuch things to paſs, will 
keep them where they aregf we do not overlook and ſight #. And what 
was it but the conſent of the Univerſality the Vote of all England,Pag.66. 

If all that acted toward this late and bleſſed Change , meant 
to Fix here : this needleſs, ill timed , and dividing Controverſie, 
concerning Ceremonies, would have been ſpared and. thoſe 

which 


EF 
— - [4 
4 fr , 
Q Pa by A ; bo - 
(3. —_—_ wer of TX 
© CLOS | 


”-- 


The HOLT CHEAT. 93 


which move the Queſtion with ſuch earneſtneſs ; at their Prayers, 
rather, than theſe Expeſtulations. *Tis an ill Age when Thieves 
arreign the Law. That fort of men which ruird us, propoſes 
now that very Method by which we were deſtroyed , to ſettle 
us; inviting the .diſtemper*d people by this Overture , to rake 
their Poyſoners for their Phyſicians. 

Tis very true, that (under Providence). It was the Common Vere, 
and ſtirring of the Nation, reſtored the King, and the Law : and 
ſhall we now reſtrain that univerſal comfort to the Particular 
Advantage of that ſingle Party, that firſt invaded them ? How 
great a blemiſh were it to the Honour,and Wiſdom of the Nation, 
after ſo long , and hard a Tugg , to throw away the ſumm of 
the Conteſt : as if we had wrangled all this while for Shadows? 
But to explain my ſelf. 

They that think matter of Ceremony to be the True reaſon of 
the Difference on either ſide, miſtake themſelves. Ir is the Law 
it ſelf, which is aſſaulred by the One Party , and defended by the 
Other, .in the Particular of Ceremomes : and it is the King himſfelt 
that is affronted in the Indignities they caſt upon Biſhops. To 
leave the matter clear : There is a Faction which would over-- 
throw the Law, and-ſet up themſelves above it ; and Theſe Con- 
trivers put the people upon Cavilling for Ceremonies. They In- 
nocently, under a Miſtake of Conſcience, advance an Intereſt of 
Uſurpation , taking that to be only a Diſpute about the Lawful- 
neſs of the Prafice , which rationally pinches npon the validity 
of the Power. Ir ends in This. 

Grant once that @ Popular Vote may over-rule a Stated Law, 
(though but to the value of a Hair ) the wertue of that Reaſon extends 
z0 our Freedoms , Lives , and Fortunes , which by the [ame Rule , 
they may take away as well as Ceremonies. And (as the caſe ſtands) 
Kings as well as Biſhops. 

But, ſeeing this great Revolution hathnot happened by the prevailing 
force of one Party, but by the unſtrained motion of all England : what 
reaſon is there that one Party ſhould thruſt the other out of its due place of 
reſt, upon the Common Foundation, Pag. . 67. 

No reaſon in the World. The Law is our common refting place, 
the main Foundation upon which we are all to Bottom. The Law 
is an Impartial Judg , let that determine., which place belongs 
to Biſhops , which to Presbyters , what Ceremonies are lawful , and 
Which not. + - + X 

This 
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This is a ſhort. and a ſure way, worth forty of his Co- 


alttion. 

Having preſsed Union hitherto , he proceeds now to remove certain 
impediments ; One whereof is an erroncous Fudgment touching the times 
foregoing the late Wars, Pag. 73. 

In truth *cis pitty the people are no better Inſtrufted. Then 
let them know from me , thoſe very Principles theſe folks con- 
tend for, were brought by Knox about x558. from Geneva in- 
to Scotland, from thence they were tranſmitted into England, 
ſince which time , the abettors of them in both Nations , have 
never ceaſed by Leagues, Tumul:s, Rebellions, and Uſurpations, to 
embroyl the publique Peace , and afiront the Supreme Autho- 
Tity. 

They have formally proceeded to the Depoſing of Princes , the 
exerciſe of an abſolute Authority over the Subjects : the ation 
of Laws, the Impoſition of Taxes, and in fine toall extremities of 
rigour as well in matters of Liberty , as of Conſcience. He that 
deſires a Presbytery , let him but read Presbyter , for King , in the 
1 Sam. 8. and he ſhall there find what he is reaſonably to ex- 
pect. Theſe were. the pranks fore-going the late Wars : and 
ſuch as theſe will be again, if people be not the Wiſer. 

But our Camerade will be none of the Party fure : For, I ah. 
ber ( ſais he ) to take upon me the defence of our late diſtratied times : 
the diſtempers thereof I would not in any wiſe palliate , Pag, 74. 


Intereſt of Is the wipd in that door ? Now dolI feel by his 
-4. 29% Pulſe , that Crofton's laid by the Heels. He hath 


Se ſorgot, that the War was between the King, and both 
P >. 44 Houſes of Parliament : And that the Presbyteriay 
Page 41. Party in England never ingaged under a leſs Authority 
Ibid. 53 than that of both Houſes of Parliament. And that 
Presbyrterians have never diſclaimed , or abandoned 
their lawful Priuce. It may be he means, that he will not julſtifie 
the Diſtempers of the other fide. Bnt why do we conteſt ? 
ſince he tells us, that, 1 is the part of weak and felfiſh minds to con- 
tratt Religion to certain modes and forms which ftand not by Divine 
Right, but by the wills of men. , and which are of little efficacy , and 
very diſputable, and if ſuppoſed Ianfiul, ought ta be governed by the 
rule of Charity, Pag 75. £00 
I would fain know, which is more t»lerable ; for the Church 
to impoſe upon the People, or the People upon the Church ? For 
the 
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he People on the one ſide, to except all, or for the Church on the 
other fe, to bind all. Order it eff is of Divine appointment ; but 
the mamer of Ordering , ( ſave where God himſelf hath pre- 
impoſed) js left to Humane liking and Diſcretion. To think (favs 
he ) that nine is # good Chriſtian, a ſound Proteſtant, a fit Mimiſter, 
that cannot (ubſcribe ro ſuch Modes,and Forms, proceeds from a narrow, 
and ipnoble Fudgment, Pag. 75. 

He may be a fit Teacher for Geneva, that cannot ſubſcribe to 
the Form of England ; and a fit Miniſter for England, that cannot 
conform to the practice of Geneva ; they may be both goed Chr;- 
ſtians too, and ſound ProteFants ; yet neither of them fir in tran(- 
poſition. Tis one thing to be qualifed for the Miniſterial Funtt;- 
on, and another thing to be fit for ſuch or ſuch a- Conſtitution. *Tis 
true, he Officiates as a Miniſter ; but thus, or ſo, as a SubjetF; and 
that's the real ground of their Exception. They do not wil- 
lingly admit the King's Authority in Matters of the Church ; and 
that, which effectually is but their own Ambition, they obtrude 
upon the World as a high point of Tenderneſs to the People. 
There are beyond all doubt , weak Conſciences, fit Objects for 
Indulgence ; but the leſs pardonable are their Mifleaders, whoſe 
Buſineſs *ris for heir own ends to engage the ſimple Multitude 
in painful and inextricable Scruples. 

Let them m_ downright Treaſon, ſtir np the Rabble to 
Tumnle and Sedition ; if they chance to be caught and queſti- 
oned for it, ſee with what ſoftneſs they treat their F ellowsy and. 
with what ſupercilious gravity their Superiors. 

When ſome degree of forwardne(s breaks forth, it is encountred with 
that ſeverity which hazards the undoing of the weak part, that ſhould 
and might be healed', pag. 78. And again, to the fame ettect, 
( concerning Crofron's Commitment, I imagine ) But ſuppoſe that 
ſome of this way were guilty of ſome provoking forwardneſs, ſhould grave 
Patriots and iſe Councellours thereupon deſtroy the weak part, or rather 
heal it ? A prudent Father is not ſo ronlked by the Subberaneſs of a 
Child as to caſt him out, and make him deſperate while there is yet 
hope concerning him. It is meet mdeed for Princes to expreſs their juſt 
indignation , when Subjetts preſuming on their clemency do not conmtam 
themſebves within their duty ? and the ſeaſonable expreſſion of ſuch di/- 
dain, wiſely managed, is of great force in Government : nevertheleſs if 
# get the maſtery it is exceeding perillous. It was the Connſel of n- 
dignation that proceeded fromRehobohams young Councellors, Pag. 81. 
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What this language deſerves both from the King and his Council, 
let thoſe that have Authority to puniſh, Judge. 
When Governours reſent the nom-compliances of a party, their be 

remedy is to remove the occaſions, when it may be done without cr 

the IntereFts of State or Maximes of Government, Pag. 83. That 1s, if 
the People will not yield to the Prince, the Prince ſhould do well 
to yield to the People. A moſt excellent-way for a King that hath 
to do with Presbyterians : where he ſhall be ſure never to want 
ſubjects for his Humility,nor ever to get thanks for his Labour. 

- Where there are many ſufferers upon a Religious account, whether in 
truth or pretence, there will be a kind of glory in ſuffering, and ſooner 
or later it may turn to the Rulers detriment, Pag. 84. 

There will not be many Sufferers , where there are not many 
Offenders ; and there will not. be many Offenders, where an early 
ſeverity is uſed. But however, ifany hazard be, hethat primes it, 
diftates, encourages, and.-promotes it deſerves to ſuffer with the 
foremoſt. But the Gentleman begins now to talk like a 
Chriſtian. I deteſ# ( faies he ) and abhor the Tumults, and inſur- 
rettions of the People , and the reſiſting of the Sovereign Power , 
Pag. 98. 

This is honeſtly faid yet : But hold a little. What is that S0- 
wveraign Power , Which he abhors ſhould be reſiſted 
by the Tumults of the People ? Even the two Houſes 

in Co-ordination with the King. A little further, I 
am perſwaded ( ſays he ) that the Generaltty of the Presbyterian De- 
nommation would endure extremities, before they would 799 or dee 
fend themſelazes by unlawful means ; as rebelling againſt their lawful $0- 
wereign, Pag. 98. 

This we ſhall underſtand too by confronting it : and find if", 
only the old Fallacy, a little better colour'd This part ( fays he ) 
of the ſupreme power (meaning the two Houſes) is mdeed capable of 
doing wrong ; yet how it might be guilty of Rebellion, is more difficult 
to concerve. Now if the two Houſes cannot Rebel, as being part 
of the Supreme.-Power* ; ( by his Argument ) neither can the 
Presbyterians, in complyance with that Party : So that by this 
miſþlacing of the Supreme Aathority, whatever hath been Atted 
by vertue of any Commiſſion from the two Houſes , may be 
done over again, and no Rebellion. 

By this device, he only diſavows Rebellion fo far as 
this or that, is not Rebellion according to his propoſi- 
£0n, alchough the Law determine otherwiſe. This is ns 

other 


Intereſt. of 
England, p.94. 
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other than what was ever maintained even by thoſe that ſtood 
themſelves upon the higheſt terms of diſobedience. Did ever 
any man ſay, This is Repellion, and Pll juſtify it ? Nay, I ſhould 
be glad to hear any of them ſay, This was Rebellion, and Pm ſorry 
for it, But it is evident that the Pregbyterians love the King, and 
Kingly Government, and accompt themſelves happy in his Majeſties 
Clemency, allowing them a juſt, and inoffenſoue Liberty in certain mat- 
ters of Conſcience, Pag. 101, 

The Presbyterians may find many things to thank his Majeſty 
for: but I would they could hit upon a handſomer manner of do- 
ing it; and not perpetually to be craving more, when they ſhould 
be doing him ſervice for what they have receiv*d already. They 
love the King, they fay ; bur then their Love is Conditional , 
they muſt have ſomething for it. 

Would they expoſe themſclves for rwenty years together, to 
Goals and Gibbetts, all forts of Hazards, and Misfortunes for their 
Prince, and at the laſt fit down, and ſtarve Contentedly, our 


of a ſence of honourable Loyalty ? 


That Subject is not right, who hath not brought his mind up 
to this Ffame ; however unhappy he may think himſelf in ſach 
Encounters as put him to the Tryal of his utmoſt Virtue. 

Wiſe men inform us, that a Prince by adhering to one Fattion, may 
in time lift it up above his on Imperial Intereſt, which will be forced 
to give Way t0 it as the leſſer to the greater. And the __ Leaders of 

if. 


the potent Fattion will ſway more than the Prince himſelf. They will be- 
come arrogant, unthankful , and boundleſs in their ambitious deſigns , 
Pag. I 04. 

This is a good Rule, but ifl applied ; unlefs returrd upon 
himſelf: I hope.he will not call That Party a Fattiom, which (ub- 
mits all ts Actions to the clear Letter of the Law ; ard he will 
hardly prove That to be None, which crofles This. If fo, let Com- 
mon Reaſon judge berwixt us. 

There is a ſaying, which by many hath been taken vp for a Provers, 
No Biſhop No King. I do not ell underſtand the 11/e of this [aying, 
aud therefore dare not ſpeak im derogation of their Fudgmerts who were 
the Authors of it, But upon the . matter ut ſelf, I crave to make this 
modeſt Animadverſion. nd. firſt it is degrading to the jranſcendens 
mmtereſt of Sovereigny , to affix unto it a neceſſuty of any cre partial 
tereſt for its ſupport: For independency and [elf-[ubſijtence,without lean- 
1g upon any Party, is a Prince's ftren2th and plory. Alſo it makes that 
Party ever-confident,and i:s cpp:ſite too deſpondent Such ſayings as imp s 
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a Princes neceſſary dependence on any particular Party,may in the mouths 
of Subjects be roo preſumptious, and m the mouth of a Prince too unwary, 
Pag. 106. . 

I we are net yet inſtructed in the Weight, and Reaſon of that 
ſaying, NO BISHOP NO KING ; Sure we are paſt learn- 
ing any thing. We found the ſad trnth of this Judgment, in the 
event of the late War ; but that's 'no Rule. By No Biſhop Ns 
King, is not intended that Bifhops are the Props of Royalty, nor 
do the Epiſcopalians underſtand it ſo : but that both one and the 
other are Objccts of the ſame Fury ; only the Church goes Firſt : 
lo that without preſumption, a Subjett may affirm it ; and without 
loſs of Honour a Prince may gram it. 

. 1 might draw Arguments from the Agreement of their Original, 
the likeneſs of their Conſt#ution, the Principles by which they are 
Supported ; and that they lye expoſed to the ſame Enemies, and 
the fame method of Deltruftion. But this would ſeem to-imply 
a -more Inſeverable Intereſt than I aim at, and raiſe the Cle 
above the proper State, and Orb-of Subjects. My meaning is 
more clear and open. 

All Popular Factions take the Church in their way to the State; 
and I am to ſeek where ever any Prince quitted Epiſcopacy, and 
ſaved Himſelf. That is, his Royal Dignity ; for the empty Name 
of King, is but the Carkaſs of Majeſty. It is with the unrul 
Populacy, as it is with raging Tides, they preſs where the Bank 
is weakeſt, and in an inſtant over-run all. If they had either 
Modeſty, or Conſcience, they would not force fo far : if they 
have neither, will they ſtop There ? What did the late King 
Grant ? or rather, what Deny * till by their mean Abuſe of his 
unlimited Conceſlions, he loſt his Crown, and Life ? Yet what 
aſſurance Words could give him, he wanted not : Words wrapt 
up in the moſt Tender and Religious Forms imaginable. But what 
are Words, where a Crown lyes at ſtake ? 

In fine, Treaſon's a Canker ; and where it ſeizes, that Prince muſt 
early cut off the Infetted Part, if he would [ave the Sound. 

The true Church lies in the middle between twa extreams, Formaliſts, 
and Fanaticks. They are of cercumſpett and regular walking, no way 
forward in attempting , or deſiring alterations in a Civil State. A 
Prince doth hold them in obedzence under a double Bond. For they know 
they muſt needs be ſubjeft not only for Wrath, but for Conſcience ſake. 
Indeed we will not conceal, that m lawful ways they aſſert that Liberty 
wich us ſetled by the known Laws and Fundamental Conſtitutions , 

the 


Gn 4 re Rs a9 An Br=s om 


AM a aA va ans az am 


the maintaining whereof is the Prince's as much as the Peoples ſafety , 
Pag. 116. 

If to be no way Forward in promoting Changes in the Civil State, 
be a mark of the Church: The Presbyrerians are out of the 


in Lawful ways : but how is that I pray'e ? Did they not tell us 
this, when theix Swords were at our Throats : when it was 
Death to aſſiſt the King ? When they were forc'd to fly to the 
Equitable ſence of the Law, and quit the Literal : and fetch their 
Arguments from I»ſpiration, becauſe they had none in Rea- 


mM, 

I ſhall here pnt an End to this Diſcourſe, which is become 
much longer already than I meant it, by reaſon of his Addition. 
Croftons ill Fortune 1 find hath made him wary, but not humble ; 
for he preſles the ſame Things in ſabſtance ſtill, though in ſome- 
what a differing manner of Reſpect, and ſeeming Candour. The 
good Words he gives, belong to thoſe Perſons which he ſhall- 
youchſafe to Call ſerious, and to think worthy of them ; and the 
Government is to be moulded and diſpoſed of as he pleaſes. 

Finally, he pretends to aim at a Fair, and Chriſttan Accord,. 
and yet proceeds in a direct method of Dividing : by ſharp and 
ſcandalous Reflections upon the Kings Party. 

To fay no more, his Reaſonings are Diſhonowrable to the me+ 
mory of the Late King : Seditzous and Provoking to the People : 
Bold and Impoſing in themſelves ; Repugnant to the eſtabliſhed Law, 
and to the main ſcope of the General Pardon. 

How out of all theſe ill Ingredients ſhould be compoſed a 
National , and healing-Balſom, 1I ſhall now give the Reader. 
leiſure to conſider. 


Male imperatur , «bi regit Vulgus Duces. 


FINTS. 


